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JNTERW:W WITH TI-£ SECRETARY OF' STATE, l NOvtMStl\ 1989 

, s,cr,tary of Stat11 

I w11s delighted when the Prime Mlnlater lnvlt,d me to become Secretary of State for 

North■rn Ireland •nd av•rythlng which hN happan■d In U,a pa,t thr11 monlhe ha. 

confirmed my ple■ture of that. I have bHn meda extremely welcome, P■ople have b .. n 

very w1rrn toward• me: I hive much enjoyed myMlf and thert l, cltarly • v1ry worlhwhilt 
Job to be done. 

Were you very epprthtns)ve when you were eppointed to the po1iti0n? 

Socret,ry of St1t11 

No. The apprehenalvene11 of unfamiliarity but nothl"9 beyond that. 

We are comlno, Secretary of State, to tht fourth annivermy of the Ar1glo-ltl1h 
Agr■ement. It'• • unpopul9r now In unlonl,t clrclH, .. It tver WH, l1 the AgrHment 

really nt In conctete? It ther, any Po91lblllty of It being aet 11ide to allow for talks? 

S■cretwy of State, 

What rve '81d 11n previous o�lon, abc,ut the working of th1 AgrHm■nt In the context of 
talkt J, lhet If w■ got to the ,tag■ where tclkt were Hntlbl■ then on, obvloualy would 

I 
explor■ whether there w• a procedure which w, could tdopt which would bt acceptlblt 

to everybody, but I think It dots not make tel'lta exploring that until lt1, elm tl\at there l, 
• genuint opportunity for talk1 which everyone wl1h91 to have. 

lntorviewtr1 
The Unicnlch have Ytatntd for ........... UPldl,tlnel) IUeptNlon of t.he Agreement ate, 
they're non-runner■? 

S■cr■tary of Stete: 
No, you will recall that u • coneequence of the quite long gap thet occurred between th. 
Conference,, In Mey and tht Confertll'lce In Sept■mbtr It w .. 1■ld ln Auguat thet If 

I 
everyOT18 had known that there wu !1()1ng to be thle IOl't of gap that opportunity could 
have bHn teken; that wu obvloualy • retro,peotlv■ .. rnerk rether than a remark which 
wu made In May, but tine• • gap of that ,ort oocurrad there h■a to be • poulblllty that 
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I .,uch • �•P would apptll' In �h• M�te, 

lnlervl1wtf! 

la thet a hint? 

Secretary of Steta1 

·:,',' -�.:;.t.�-�--· 
71141105 ; f 3 

f) 

N11, 11m J111t b1ln; pragrnaUo. The orltloal future of the talk• and lndud of any 
11ttlament or tren1far of authOrity which might occur 11 th1t It 1hould be eomathlng that 
e-ierybody aubacribn to, In 10 far .. the Anvlo•lriah Agreement and the working of the 
conference 11 an agraement with the ,lrlah Government that la obvlou1ly ,omethlng to 

! 

which tha ltith Covernment would alto nted to ,ub,cribt, but I !'on't ••• any point ln 
croNlng theae bridge, until there 1, a clnr 11na1 on the part cf everybody that they think 

that talka are 11r11lble • and ,bout talks I mean lnter-perty talk, • ran cenelbla and would 
have • pro,pect of ,ueceu. 

Interviewer: 

So you need to get 11lgnal from the con1titutional partiea that they are willing to UH a

g1p In the Confcronco to bo9in dl,loguo7 

Sccrete.y or Statei 

I have had preliminary mfltlng. with •II the leader, of the Partla1 and the l11dtr1 of the 
Parties have made cleer thet they could envisage having further converntlon1 with me or 
with. t1'ie Government. I think we need to go through that ph■H before w, would know 

Whether there was a aufflcient meeting of minds on 1v1rybodi1 part to 00 to tht next 

lttp. What encourao., me ia • and thi■ ie 11bviou.ly aom1thi11g h11 bt,n n&P1>1nlng over 

the three month&• it ar1Jnere11lng desire on the part of • whole aeries of poliliciana from 

dlffel't!nt Parties to ,ctu,lly'" movement occurring. 

Interviewer: 
When will this naxt ph■ae belJln? 

Secretary of Statei 
I would have thou<1>t that thl• w .. ,ometh!ng which we would be oplorln<;i betwHn now 
and the end of the y .. r. 

Interviewer:
,, 

So I• It wrong to eugg11t that you hive been placed In • caretaker· role to keep the lid on 
the pot tlll the nut generel election when you can move thing, forw11td? 

©NAI/TSCH/2019/31/9 ,.,, 
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The position of th, gov,rnment ha, con,letently been that w, would wi,h to see th1 
• tranafar of power to local polltlc1l Partlea and local polltlclana in Northtrn lrtland, but 

equally that that would not work unless It Wit a propoaltion ta which everybody

subscribed, Therefore thare is no point In emb�rklng on , large•mle dialogue unl1as

there ,eema evldenc, that that 1tcond condition 11 1atle!11d, 

lntervlawer: 
So there wlll be no lnltl1Uve by the Government? 

Secretary of State, 
No, I'm not Hying thet, There could be clrcumat■ncH uridar which it would emerge, but 
the Part1,1 would not fHl able lndtvldutlly to 1ub1crlbe to the Joint propo1itlon a but 
might feel able to teke pert in talk, If the Governmtnt waa putting forward a propo,itlon 
on which everybody would be Involved to glv, ,ome gro11nd, If that were to occur thtre 

would be a clear re,pontlbllity on Covernment, but one thlr19 which I am not oolr,g to do It 

to come down rrom Mount Sinai with a seriea of tableta 11ying these are Brooke'• 

propaaitlons UnlaN lt la clear, at indaad I think It he, become clearer In the la,t thrH 
month,, that the locel PartlH do actually wish to ... movement. 

lntervlewer1 

And this movement forward la ,upported by the lrllh Government. F'or example why haa 

devolution not been dlacuned within the Ar,glo-lriah framework? 

Seeretery of Stata1 
The 1lmpla anawer le wh)' I hava not dlacuued lt le bec■ute the three meeting, of the 
conferenca which have occurred elnce I beceme Secretary of Stata heve been very much 
devoted to 1tcurlty for rea10n1 I think that wlll ba famlll■r to everybody, but that d011 

not in �Y way rule it out u a cubsequent subject of converntion. 

[ 

lntervlawerc 
Alan Duke• veem, to blam• the Oublln Government 

0

for not giving enough attention to 
devolution at the Conference, Would you go along with that? 
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Secret•ry of St.ate: 
I couldn't po .. lbly1 in lhe li9"t o f  what has been our eoend1 for the laat thrat rnntll'lg1, I 
couldn't po .. Jbly complain that we 1hould either have hid , fourth mettil'llj Qr that the 
meetl� lhould have bean even lon;er In order to take pert In diacu .. ion on devolutlon, I 

think that devolutlcn It a mlous subject and It naeda to be k11"1dled wilh tke aame deQrH 

of dialogue u we htve .-.cently bean devollng to '8curlty. A, I .. Y, I would t,cptct, 
assuming the eonv,rullons oo forward with the loeal political Parties that it it a eubjaot 
which I would bo W'1ltlng to dltCUN with tht lrlth Qovernm1nt th1r11n,r, I ln1.id1ntally 

remark that Mr Du1<111 obtorvatlons yesterday are yet another 1tr1w, and I dol'l1t mun 

I 
that derog11tor11r, �t there la another lndi1.1tion that thcra la I tl�e flowing In favour of 

that transfer of power to which I was reftrrll'lg, 

Interviewer, 

Dukes 1aid all rc1d1 follow _the path to devolution. Would you go along with th1t? 

Secretary of State, 

It ha, l>een a c:antrel po11tion1 , conttll tcnot 0f the British Clovernment's position, that 

they wish lo tee a trel'l1fer of power as ar,d when U,e looal Partlea were collectively 

wllllng to see that occur and ln that 11n,e Mr Duke, ia reinforcing that observation. 

lntcrvlewor1 
From your diaouaail'll'I with the Unloni,t leader, did you di,cern any weakening or • more 

conciliatory attitude from them7 

$ecretvy of States 

To be fair I met Dr Paisley and Mr Moly!'leaux when I had bun here for l•u than 3 wuk1, 
so lt it very early In the course of the :, monthe but they made it clear that th1y would be 

happy to have further c:onvar11tlol'l1 and I think we will have• clearer idH of the Unionitl 

p01ltlon ln that regard ot and when we hav, a sscond round, 

Interviewer: 
Will it be before Chri,tmaa? 

Secretary of State, 
Yaa, rm not aettlng thla preclte deadll"!, but I ttlinl< that Mam.a to ,be .. n,ible, That'• 
what I would be aiming for. 
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tnlervlewer1 

Does ll diHppolnt you th,t lhs UnlDnlsta ero planning yot •noth•t round of prott1t1 
•9alnst the An9lo-lrl1h A9reement on the ennlv1r11ry7 

Secretary of Stets: 
I.et me reapond aa a politician. I am a politician myaelf, I am In favour of con1i1tency In 

terms of polltleal positions provided that consistency doea not put you In a position wher1 

you have no tub•equer,t flexibility of movtmtnt at 111, 

Interviewer: 
Will you aum up at thia ,tage what your relatlonahip • whit the Government'• rel1Uon1hlp 
I• with the Irish Covernment, 9iven the b•ckground of disagreement. on matter, relating 

to security, UDR, eltttedillon etc? 

Se�retary of Stele1 
Here I am obvlou,ly e><preuing • pereonal view, One of the con1lderable virtue, of the 

I
. Agreement la the fact that It gives ut the opportunity to talk through CJ u .. d thit phraH 

on • previou, oee11ion In the same tone of voice a, I am using now) the luuts which do In 

fact transcend the Border and which have lmplic,tton, for both tht "•public tnd 

ourselvea, and In that reapecl I have now h,d thrte Col'lfeftlle69. I fi11d it • good wofklno 

arran0ement :md I find lh1l the lone of the debate, with Mr Collin& and Mr Burke, lhouoh 
inevitably It la occa1l1:mally adventrial for reasons you w ould understar'ld, Nevert.heleu 
the tol'>B of tha debate la good. 

lnterv1ewer1 

On a personal level how do yo� find you're getting on with the lrl■h Mini,ter■? 

Sacretwy of State: 
On a pereonal level I get on with the lrlah Mlniat1r1 ucellently. 

lnterview•ri 
Some crltlc1 of the Thain case saw it II one w,y trloffic and that Dublin demand, on 
l!lritain ..... o><pecttd to reply? 

Stcretar� of St1te1 
Well, It'• difficult for me to mtke eny long-term Judgment becau■-, as I MY, rv, only htd 
the three month•' exptrlenoa In this tret. ln the caH of the Jt1t thrH monthe b1c1ut1 of 
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certain events which have occurred here tha lriah have perfectly rmonably been putting 

a eerlea of questlona to u1, but I could readily erwiHO• that over the ntKl 12 months 

there'll be , 1trl11 of lnUH which I would be puttinQ to the lrl1h. I will ••Y in the context 

• of the laat three months that at no ,t,ge hu thlrt bean any dlmlnution of the co•

operation b•tween tht Gerda and the RUC In terma of croaa-border HC\ll')ly. 

lntervlewer1 
Can you "Y what aott of lhUu you think you will be puttlnQ to the Irish Oovarnment? 

Secretary of Stat11 
Having ,pent pvt of th• 1a1t three monthl trying to ••old m•gaphone diplomacy betw"n 

the lrlah Qovernmtl'lt and my1elf I think I'd be alighUy guilty of lt if I actually 1tarted 

talking ,bout thos, aort of thlnga now rather than talking tbout them to them, but thay 
wlU obvloualy ,mer�e In public, nor do l want to be over-dramatic about thlt, but I w .. 

simply responding to Mervyn'• question about the nature of the dialogue, 

Interviewer, 
Since you arrived here, S•cretary of State, it h■, bun ii quit• treumetic p•riod for both 
the RUC end the UDR with varlou1 rev,lation, ■bout laaka ■nd alleg■tiona of collusion. 
Would you accept thet National confidence In the 11curlty force, hare h" bean vary badly 
aheken 1lnc, your •rrlval - not becauae of your arrival • but with leaka ano document, 
surfacing here, there and everywhere? 

Saoretlll'y of Stat11 

l would htve to en1wer the queetlon at two levela, There la no doubt that if I genuine 
wr,on9dolng occur, like the •Pleode at Dunmurry where a particular cabinet waa forcad In 
order to remov, Information, then thet, without nac•aearlly ;olng 10 far • to daactll>• It 
as c01lu1ion, tho11 are actiont which r•duca confidence in the 1■curit)' forcH and that 11 
why the Government ha, bHn 10 determined to Identify who were the parpetrltON of 
eplaodes like that. l think Inevitably aoma of the drip-feed on reco9nltlon material which 
occ:urr.ed over the month between • I ,uppoaa It w11 rHlly tha month of Septembar and 
Into early October • much of which wae eomewhat ■ntlque dacum■nla produced l.o pap,ra 
in Great Britain • t.h•t I think w111, while It "".II unfortunate In term, of th• general 
lmpre•slon It gev•, I don't think it wa1 10 11rl0111 and the Army and the Mlnlatry of 
Defence h•v• mov,d ag;;ln1t that by ••)'Ing that any recognition material of that tort 
w°hlch any 1oldler aervlng In the Provine•, or who hu aerv•d In the Province, thould In 
fact be handed back, la • damonatratlon of the Mlnlatry of Defence them .. 1v11 taking that 
aerloualy. 

c NAI/TSCH/2019/31/9 , 
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Interviewer, 

On the question of ths UO� and rt-vetting; do yi;,u think that the �eglment real11tlca1ly 
can ever become 1cceptebl1 to the Natlonallat communit)'? 

S■cretary of &trte, 
Well 1 think wt nnd c:;n1t1nt1r �o r1mtmb1r Ui,t •t th11 in1,epUon or the Re11lment It did 
In feet have • l1rg, Catholic element In lt1 compareble to the Catholic element In the 

RUC, and I'd be lht flrel lo acknowledge that th,t number, thet proportion h11 fallen In 

enaulng years, partly no doubt beceute of political eventa, but al,o pertly becaUtt of • 
quite dellberete policy by the IAA to terget Catholic member• of th• LDR 
disproportlonat,ly for au1nin1lion. I would regard it .. , failure on the pert of the 
Government If that eetlon by hrrorl1h ahould ea1.1,a the Government to retllefrom I.he 
UDR as an euentlal part of tha security foreu. As to the quoetlon of confidence In the 

UDR, which you mentioned, there ia • detormination gn tho ptrt of Vii, Governmsnt to 

further profeulonallse tha UOFI.: you will knqw that Lht p1rt•time element In thl Ui;)R 

ha$ fallen eub1tenti11ly In recent yell's, la 1lgnlficantly below il.t compltml!'lt and • 
significant part of that .pa rt•tllTle now ,re women, •r• Grttnfinchea, who are doing 
administrative joba which would otherwise h•v• to be done by toldlera thsmeelvea. 

lnt11rvlewer1 

Are you more or len confirming then that It I• the Covernment'a lnt•ntlon to run down 

the part-timt UOF!.? 
Secretary of Stat11 
No, I didn't say It wu the Government'• proposal, I was Juat simply ,eylng that the pert• 
time element has fall■n, and the full-time element hea in fact grown in proportion to the 

part·tjme elemi:nt, 

Interviewer,. 

ls It your intention to phase the part-time element out altogethar? 
Sactttary of St1te1 
No, I am Just making an obtervation that If In fact you could recruit part•tlm1 p■opla you 
would do to, In olher wordt there ia pl•nty of room within the menning level• of the 
Regiment for more part-time 1cldlet1, but In feet recruit. havt not been coming forwerd 

on e pert-time baala, perhaps for the understandable ra .. on that if you have dona a full• 
day', work the Idea of being up all night on military dutie, mey over the yHrl become 
progressively leas 1Urect1ve, but the fact remain■ that the balance of the UDR hu 
1hifted to where the permanent cadre ,.., faet play, a larger part. That cloaa actualb 
assist In termt of the profenlonal11&tlon of the Regiment, egeln I ,think for underttandabl• 
re.,ons. The lnerea,e In the number of regular Arm)' officers and NCO, le • contribution 

• d- r ,.'\-• • •. :-:. �·- .:· �. 
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in the san1e d!r1et1on: We have referred to lht vatting •lemer1l 111d lnt wholt lllrust is, II 
I say, lo make it 1teadily a more profenlonal ln1trumont, that nlatea obviou,ly to tht 

training as well, 

tnterviewer1 

Could we aee lhe day when the \..OR la entirely full-tim•7 

Socretary of Statt: 
Wall It la certainly not the prHent Intention baceun there 11 t large part-time 
eo';"plen1ent and eet,bliiihment wltn!n the UDR. but 11m ju,t timply aaylna • I was 

responding to the question about confidence • the r ,et that 1a , matter of fact lhat part• 
time recruitment ha1 fallen off mean, that with an lncre11lngly full-time force 81'1 

objective of profeuiontli,ation come& eaaler for the Mini1try of Defence to enforce, 

lntervlewar: 

You HY it'• not your present Intention to see It becoming a full-time force? 

Secretary of St1tt1 

No, what I w111 describing ic what has eetuelly htpw11d. I wasn't describing Covernment 

Intention ot ell, but rm Hying v,at tilt �onsaqu,n;1 of it movini to bcinljl more e fwll· 

lime force reinforce, th• MOD'a intention to increase it. prohuioneliaation. 

lnlerviewor: 
How do you u1e11 the terrorists' threat al the moment during your three months? 

Secretary of State: 

I think one would HY two thlng1. I think that the 11curity forces have dor,e an excellent 
Job right through 1989, within Northern Ireland, in term• of containment end ■ 11ri11 of 
terrorist Initiatives h1v1 In fact bun frustrated of which the earlier attempt on Belfast 
Jell we1"obvioualy the moat recent, Tha feet remalne that Incident., involvin9 violence do 

cont1nu1 at a significant levsl and therefore I would not dream of any clrcumstanc11 of
belng complecent - tl>e level of terrorl1m continue, to clormand ■ high level of vigilance on 
the pert of the oecurity forcn, to whom obviou,ly I pay tha w..-mnt tribute for wt.at la 
done on behalf of the community aa a whole, 



,11,vllb , tlO 

I ,

Interviewer: 
Going beck to confidence in the eecurlty force• In retroopect, waa the decision to 

'uln1tete Corporel �utle not • very very bad rnl1take7 

S81ii'Stary of St1t11 

Well, I would •Imply aay th,t waa eomethlng which had oeeurred prior to my arrival 91 
Secretary of State for Northllrn Ireland. Ha had been reln1t1ted earl11r in the summer, 
The working agrHrnent .,,d arrangement batwHn my11lf end Mr King, who of court• WU 
my predece11or hare, l• that In any cuch cue· In the futur� th�re will hi! 11 APIClflC 

Northern Ireland dimension to any deei&lon. 

Intervlew1r1 

Not 10 lon11 •110 • very nnlor Republican d11crlbed to me that in the preeent 1tata of play 
there were yourMlvea and therr,,alvee1 

basically that It w" e Mexican 1t1nd-off petition, 
Can you ever aea the day when maybe not you but the Brltlal'I Covernment can tit down 
one day and talk to SIM F'tin7 

Secretary of St1te1 

1111 need lo give you a ,llohlly elaborate ll'l1wer lo that heeauea lhtrt au ebvi&UtlY a 
number of fecton: which wei\lh with It. • The flrat factor i, thet I would recognise that in 
terms of the late twenthrth century t1rrorl1t, organlaed •• wall a, the Provl1lonal IRA 

� 
hav .. beeom.,, that It I, diffleult to envl,•ge I mllitar)I defHt of eueh a forct baeauta of 

ij 
the circumstances under which they operate, though the security forces can ax•roite I 
policy of conteinment to enable, broadly apeal<lno, norm•l life to go on within the 

Province. So In that tense It would requlr1 a dtclalon on I.he put of the terrorlata that 
the game had CHHd t_o be worth the _candle, that considering the llf11tyl1 they hive to 
adopt, that the return which they were 11curlng from their aetlYltlli did not JutllfY tht 
costs th1t lt wes i1npo1lng In pet1on1l ternu 'on tho .. who wer■ enoooed in l�ir actlvitl••· 
There ha1 to be a,po11lb1Uty that at soma stage that that debate might ,tart within the 
tarrorl•� community end th,t moment might come, F'rom the Government'• point of 

view, clearly the Improvement in the condition, of lift for everybody within North.rn 

Ireland, end that includea obvlou,ly economic development,, bringing Joba In, lnclucllng to 
Weat Belfaat and other ar"u of high unemploym,nt .;ithin the Pr1>vlnc11 would not, of 
ltlelf, ceuae terrorism to falter, bu,t it would be • contribution towerda condltlona In 
which that debate might occur within the terrorltt community, And ll�ewlat a transfer of 
politic,I power to local polltlclana, under a principle of t'j)nttnJua, would ello, without 
■11aln being decisive, bi I c:ontrlbutlon toward, a ,olution, Now, If all th,t were to occur,
then you would move toward, a point, If In fact the t1rrori1tl were to �clde that the 

··:• ··· 

- ··-- - ' .. 
. '• . ·. 
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. rnoment had come when thty wished to withdrew from thtir activities, then I think lhat 

Governmtnt would nHd to be lme11inativa In thoee clroumctancea as to how that proctM 

; 

,hould be managed: I think It would ba foollah to be making 1tat1ments today about Whit 

, would hapi,en then, but I t,opa that because of tho walcome which would be given to I 

return to peaceful aondltlone In the Province by ,verybody llvlno here, 1 ho�e that the 

Government at that stage would be Imaginative in how it responded, 

Interviewers 
That.1, quite a rtmerkabl1 1tattr.ntnt. 

Secretary of Stat1: 

That'• an observation for you rath11r than m1. 

Interviewer: 

/J That la quite an adml11lon on the part of tha Governmtnt that they would In fact con,lder 

V speaking to tht Clem• Adame and Danny Morri1ona of this world • 

S,eretary of Slat11 

Let mf remind you of the move towards lndepandenct In Cyprus and a Brltiah Mlnlater 
stood up In the House of Commons and uaed the word 11never'' in a way which within two 
yeare there had been • retreat from that word. All I'm aaylng In what I aay it I.hat Ju,t .,. 
I would hope that, In eNwer to an earlier queatlon, th• Unioni1t partlte whlla remaining 

con•istent in their pocltlon, would retain sufficient flexibility to be able to bring solutions 

to come to pau, ao I hope that the British Qov,rnment on I long.term basis would be 

I 1ufflclently fl1xlbla, that If flexibility were required It could be used, but l am In no way 
p redlc1tlng or predicting whet thoee circum1tancH would be. 

lntorvlvw,ri 
But one clear eireumetance, 11 you made elear, it that th• IRA mutt atop vlolanct. That 

would open up I whole new Vista, you are taying. 

Secretary of State, 
It goea without ••ring, there are any number of clrcum1tancet within the Provinca whlc:h 
would be • ljjreat deal eaeler to addre11 in the lntere1ta of ,verybody if vlolanoe WII not 
oocurrlnljl, 

Inttrvlewtrr 
Do you think ttrller release of 1on9-term prl,onera could contribute to Improving the 
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atmoaphare In the community 11nu deter aupport for the IRA 7 

Secretary of States 

, l think that In a number of waya which have alrudy bean exercised in tht term, of the 
relnae of long.term pri,onera end In their rele .. • on leave, both in tha 1ummer and 1t 
Clu·i•l11, ... , 1, .. v .. '"""" w11tril,uli1>111 lu "n,1,axatiuo, or tet,.iur, within the Provll'ICt, 

lnt,rvl1wer1 

Juat turning, Secretary of State, to another paoa your prad10111or Mr Kill'J when hi w11 
here, foreeut real lmprovemantt In the employment altuation. Do you, given what you've 
d1'covered In your fll'lt 100 days htr1, there that optimiem? 

Secretwy of State: 

I think it will be a gradual proceaa. What I am con1i1tently et.ruck by 1iMe I arrived I, 

that thoae who corn, to Northern lrt!Qnd for the first time, and I am r,ow talking .t>out 
buainau people and oth■rs, ,ay that the 1ituatlon la a different one from that whleh th■y 
had expected and therefore the more we can communicate to the out,lde �orld, the 

extent of normality within the Province the better In term, o, 111eouraglng lnve,tment 
from outside, Obviously In termt of economic life within the Province lteelf w, ,re going 

to be very much governed by circumstance, within the United Kingdom 111d the a,netal 

economic momentum there and I obvloutly have oonfldanca, looking to the i990a°, of that 

momentum being maintained, but In terms of outaide inva1tm1nt then the crltl�■I thll'l!'I 1, 
to Qet peopl@ to coma and eaa what life is llke here, and the fact th•t we t..v, hid a 
series of _sucoenful attractions of bu,in,N it of profound ... 1,t1ncR b10AU•R th•n �n11•v,. 
got third Ptrty wltnea111 whn C::An iictuelly aey how well their busina11 hae dona alnoe 
they've arrlvad here, 

Interv11wer1 

Can you aay Jn e. nutahell what Tom King'• adviet lo you wu wn■n you took up thla 

poalt10f1? 

Secretary of State, 
Ninety dey1 l1 long enough but I think I've forgotten, 

0

8ut I wlll HY th•t Tom and l had 
that 4-day overlap bacaute of a chance ......... .. 

Interviewer, 
Can you Hy In feet what hav• been the biggeat problem, you've encountered? 



Secretary of State: 

1 don't think I want to deteribe It In the context of r,rob!emt. I tlm�ly repeol whal I .aid 
al, Lha l.,eglnnln11 ll,aL l woe gluu to havo liccn urru,•ijcJ Lho Joli, LliuL ov�1•ylhl11ij Lhol l.111 

• heppened haa oonflrmed that, that I have been made vary welcome, but l've enJoyad 
myaelf and that there It a very worthwhile Job lo do. 

Interviewer: 
Could you pick out one highlight of the J.00 llay17

Sccrellll'Y llf Stala, 
I y,lll MY, and I obvloualy say It with e very alight deQrH of irony thet the nature of the 

relationanlp between the media and the holder of my office ia, I think, different p0ulbly 

from that which exlah with any other Cabinet Mini,ter in the United Kinodom, and I 
h1,ten to &ay that hu plus11 u well II occaeional mlnu1e1, 

Secretary of Stat11 

One thing which I would say, and I've said it before, ia I am not In any way predicling what 
time-1clle wt would be talking about. lt would be Jmpo .. lble to predict what Um1-1clle 
one would be talldng about, but If In fact between ua and among u, we can in fact ,..,olve 
thlt difficulties that have beaet Northern Ireland over the pa1t 20 yeau not only would we 
be conferring g�aat benefit on those who live here end to • le11er •><tent on the reat of the 

United Kingdom but we would also be providing a amall leuon for the reat of the world. 
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JNTmVIEW WITH SECRETARY Cl STATE:t QLOTION ON SNl F"EIN1 

l t-l)VEMSEft 198t
Tom Kelly (BBC)1 
Do you aee eny role at all for Sinn F' ,In In the poUtlcal proc1n? 

Secretary of Stater 
I cen't predict whet will happen et tome ,tai;, In tht future, If within the terrorlat 
community they were to coma ta the conelutlon that th•Y wl,had to retreat fl"Offl vloltnct 
It would be wrong for me to be leyln9 down obHrvetlone now about how we would handle 
that 1ltuat1on when It ccrnee. We would nttd to daal with that u Dnd when It arrivea, but 
I would hope put the qu11etlon about terrorlet activity that at aome atage a debete would 

•tart within the ttrtorl1t community, In which they would etk tham,tlve• how much they

had really :iehlev1d In terms of their 1peelflc objective In the last 20 yea" and -whether It 

has not, if anything, aont backwards ae a r11ult of Arllcle l of the Anolo-lrlsll AQl' .. mlnt,
where the lrith Government too have ,ub,erlbed to and endorsed the prlncll)lt that It I• 
the mejority In Northern Ireland who ehould actually determine the con,tltutlon of the 
future of the Province.

Tom Kelly {BBC}: 

You do not rule out th'! poselblllty of Sinn F'eln tntarlng th• proceea If they dl .. vowtd . 

vlolenet? 

Secretary of States 
A, I eay, I am not going to be in eny way hampering the freedom of fle><ibility of myealf 

end my ,ueceuor by making 11.al.amentt on that ,core al. I.hi■ 1taQe. 

Tom Kelly (BBCh 

But lf they continue 1upportlnQ violence? 

Secretary of State: 
lf they etlek to 1upportir19 vlol•nce there la no way, or In any way in which wt ·could 

entertain converHtlon with them. What I can't tell 11 what the future will hold. rm not 

going to be Inflexible In my l1n�•11• now and In any way hem in what posi!iOl'I we rnlo�t 
adopt at some steg1 in totally dlfferent elrcumat1ncea. 

:, 
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