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Conversation with 

1. I met Harold Mccusker at his home for a long discussion last

weekend. He was in good form and, though still undergoing

intensive and very severe treatment for his cancer

condition, he looked better than I have seen him for some

time.

2. Mccusker said that he had consciously decided not to attend

the recent Conference of the Official Unionist Party. He

has for some time been very critical of the present Unionist

leadership (Molyneaux, Smyth, Taylor) and, in general, tends

to relate much more to the Ken Maginnis, Raymond Ferguson

wing of the party. He also made the point, only half

jokingly, that the slogan of the Conference - the party of 

the ' 90s - was only a9curate if the ' 90s was read as the

1690s.

3. Mccusker went on to say that, in the light of the apparent

British refusal to respond positively to a number of the

proposals we have put forward recently in the Conference,

it might become extremely difficult to maintain the

momentum of the Agreement. He believes there may also come

a time when we could be confronted with a dearth of new

issues to bring forward. In such circumstances, he saw a

danger of issues being r'aised for what he called reasons of 

constituency pressure in the South rather than for reasons

directly related to Northern Ireland.

4. He was delighted at the Guildford Four outcome and said that

he has no illusions a�y longer about the fairness of police

interrogation procedures in many such cases; and he was also

highly critical of the attitude and approach of the

judiciary to confessional evidence. He referred

particularly to the case of the UDR four, whom he is

convinced are innocent. Because of his illness, he has

handed over his papers on the case to Peter Robinson and

asked him to pursue it. While he did not ask that we raise
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the case with the British, I got the impression that our 

support might be welcomed. (We are in fact looking at the 

case as a matter of urgency with a view to making a 

recommendation as to whether it might be raised in the 

Secretariat or Conference). 

5. Other points made by Mccusker were:

he sees no possibility of political progress (and in 

particular on devolution) while Jim Molyneaux is in 

control of the Official Unionist Party. He expects 

John Taylor, whom he dislikes intensely, to take over 

in due course as leader. He would not rule out that 

Taylor - who is essentially an opportunist - might be 

prepared to consider entering into talks with the SDLP 

- and perhaps even at a later stage with Dublin - even

though the Agreement had not been suspended. Mccusker 

went on to repeat his own long held view that the key 

to unblocking political relations on this island lay in 

considering a change in Articles 2 and 3 of the 

Constitution; 

he made the point that violence against the RUC seemed 

no longer to be impacting seriously on the Unionist 

community, perhaps because there had been a significant 

change in the perception of the force in Unionists' 

eyes since the Agreement; as a result, the unionist 

community recently seemed less concerned about, and 

affected by, the'IRA's campaign of violence than had 

been the case throughout the troubles; 

Mccusker also mentioned that Molyneaux and Paisley had 

found Brooke very impressive, and much less inclined to 

try and impose his thinking and views on them than Tom 

King. Instead for instance of coming with a bulky 

brief to his meeting with them, as had been Tom King's 
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custom, he arrived with some sheets of paper and a pen, 

listened carefully and noted down their views; 

,, 

he said at some length that Seamus Mallon has recently 

lost a lot of credibility with Unionists, who consider 

that most of his statements have been "going over the 

top". Mccusker mentioned, in particular, that Mallon 

had pushed his opposition to the Keady parade to 

extremes. In McCusker's view, there was very little 

real opposition in Keady to the parade and in fact the 

publicans, though staunch nationalists, welcomed the 

additional business involved. In support of his view, 

he gave me the attached photocopy of an article about 

the Keady parade by Dervla Murphy in the British 

Independent. 

6. Finally, Mccusker confirmed that Robinson was now a key 

player on the political scene and he agreed that it was 

important that we succeed in establishing direct contact

with him. In this regard, he very helpfully agreed to try 

and arrange an early meeting between Robinson and myself. 

�p� 
- -

Dermot Gallagher, 

3 November, 1989. 
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THE DIRTY OLD �IA'.\f 
OF EUROPE:• 
AN.TERVIEW 
CER�1AI:'\E CREER 
O� THE RIGHT� OF RATS 
ISABEL COLECATE: 
A:-l' ENGLISHMAK'S C.-\STLE 
L !�DLA. 

THE CATHOLICS 
OF ULSTER 

After \\'est lklfast. I nccclccl Kc,,d)·· For 
hat litdc town 1:1 �outh :\rn,agh, I� July. 
19$9 w�s a tc,tini; date. Despite the popu­
.:1.uon hcmg CJ() per n:m �atio11.1li�L. the 
Orange Order co11,1dcr It 1hcir ri�ht :o 
march, ag-grcS.\l\c!y lwa1111g: :1 re\\' M"On: 
l ... 1mbcg drum:-., throu�lt the �Ltin Su·cct 
to their Fidel - :-.omcthmg- 1ht:\' h;in: ht·t·n 
doing for 1�·1:11:y g<.:IK'L1tio11�. 1'1:1, yc.1r .1 
:.mall group pr<Hc:-.lccl \':g:on,u�I). ;11"g-ui11g­
that the RCC :-.htJ1dd h:in: b:111rn.:cl 1ht· 
march and forcca!-iling \'lolcnn:. 

E;lrl)' un the 11101"11111� or .. thc "l\,·d!th' ' l 
.,lrc>lkd ;.1rouml LIH.: 11c.1t. gr;illiti•frt:c lown, 
ob!ICl'Ving ::ionH.: :mo RLlC mt.:11 ;1r:cl 
women arri,·in� in ,1rmol;n:cl ,chicle), 
donmng h11ilcL-prnol ,·c!'its, \,·;ucring- their 
poiicc dog) .md "'PI cading ou1 1r, prc­
,·cnl any m.irchcr:-. from 1mrucli11g r,n 
:'\a1ionali:-.l hou"111s c-s[;Hc:-.. Fam1iics :-.toocl 
l)Ubi<lc lhcir home"' ;1l0118" the routt:", light­
he;irtcclly lookmg forward 10 Europe's 
:110:-.l :>pcc1;1cul,1r g1�11,1111r folk-fc!)ti\"al -
primi1ivc.:, 1rib;1l and with :-.Gire) under­
tones, yet enjor;1hlc if" nm :-.cruri11i"cd. 

I asked ,e,·er,d p,·nplc, ·'\\'hy clicl die 
RL'C .,llow 1h:, m:1n:h? h11 '1 1t a:nihly 
prou>c1u,·c and munmbtin!-,?" .-\ii tho:-.c 
Keady Catholics eyed me wi1h mingled 
boredom �md comcmpl. Tlu:ir cn11:-.i)te11l 
vcrclicl w:ts: "TI11) 1s .1 tradilion. f1':-. been 
gorng on lore, �r. 1 t's imporL;mt for the 
Orangcmen and it doc!'i us no harm. Let 

©NAI/TSCH/2019/31/57 

l-/11rmh.1 ll'eri· .10011 fnlln:,wl by hnlrrd w/11·11 Bri/t.1/, /mn/1., am;'l'fl 
lll Xnrllwm lr,·ln11d 20 ymn ngn //,i.1 111n111/,. Tl,r Iris!, 
11ri/l'r m.1:1·1.1 �IL'Rl'II\' n•/11rnrd In !n11r 1/u· Nor//, hv i,iqr/1• thi., \'l'fll; 
r;m/ (,11111d hop,· i11 //,,, 111ihtr11)' .1tal,·111ali:. f'l,"t"gro/1i1s nj 
thr C:r,tl,r,!tr ((11/1/1//lllil_\' "·" \IIKI-. .-\l'.R.-\11.-\�IS flllrl l.1!11(11-. Sl'.11(11.\�I 

1 hem han· their fun :n pcan;'." I "·'"' 111.ick 
to kcl \'cry llHH."h ;111 mu�iclcr, h11mhli11g­
up f'rom lln: ::,outh �1"'king: )!lipid quc:--­
lion'i. The Kc;1d�· pcnplc rhcri 1d1 their 0\,·11 
�.1Lionali"'t tr;1clitio11:> .mcl ,,·eri.: c111pha1i­
c1llr clo�mg r:111k� \\'llh the.: Or;tllHCllltll 
;1gaima ,,·l1:-i1 ltmk<·d likt· l11a-,u11prc..:IH·11d­
i11g- !"louthern criliLi"lm .. \ '.\wlh1..:r11 lrhh 
"'pco;1lily i, lht· hcmu..,m� p;ir;1dox. l1 
"IC<.:mcd 1h.1t 111 :-.om<.· h11.trn: \v.1y 11:1, 
on.:rilr ;11111-Ca1hr,lit m;1nh ,,;i:,, n-,pcc..:tccl 
;1:, parl ,,r 1hc hK .. tl n1h11n . .'. l',111 the n;H,'l"'\l' 
:-.i111a1io11 i:-. u11i111a�in,1hk·; Or:111g<.·1m·n 
dd;.;ndrn� ;1 :\.11irn1;tii'.'lt 11.11\i;iun. 

.\l lhe Field. ,u1;1l: :?O.OOtl Or;m�t:1m:11. 
\,·mncn and cl:i!drn1 pir:1irkccl h;1ppilr rin 
gr:1:-.:-.r ,lopc:-. 11ndc.·1 ;1 I :01 ,1111. :\Ions ll1t· 
skyline :-.core:-. of hnl!i;mt 1.oyd Oran�l: 
l.oclg<.: banncr:-i hil!O\u.:d 111 liH.: :-.1ro11.� 
breeze.:\., 11s11al, onlr :1 1i1w propor1io11 1>I 

Lh1.: nowd paid .n:y .11t,·111io11 to the n.:li­
�im1:-i cerc.-numy nr to th1..· hi�o1<.·d r:1111inh 
oftl:l:ir rclig-1ot1:>·Clllll-p(11it1r.1l k.,dl·n,. 

.\i '.\pm, p1111r1u:1lly. ;1:-. Jnt·, 1011"iy ar­
r;111gt:cl wid1 the Rt:C, :lu.: nm,d hcgau 
.1111i:1hly to di:-ipt:r"lc. I ,,.1"' llH.:11 acl111111t:cl 10 
,1 pub 1hro11�h .1 lod,l·cl 11,tt l.. cl11111'. :\II 
Ke.\CI�··:-. hu:-.111t·'.'o, pn·mi,l·, ,1ml nllitl'' 
\\"Crc clo,l·c! l(,r 1111..· day: 11111!'-.I p11h, h;1cl 
lit:cn p;1d,t·d "llllH' 111Hm .11ul I lrnmd 
m.my l'r111c,tan1 l.11"111c1·"· !nun tlu· lmnt\, 
pro"pl'rm1., .,gnniltur;i! h1111erl.111cl. 11:l'r­
rih· n_:,clhng- ,,111! their C:.11hnli1 l1w111h. 
!'-tlT:l do,c up. '\n11li1..·111 lrd.nul - "11 
drc:iril� j>1edi1t:1hk 1'rC11:1 .1L11 - 1" flill 
of pk;::-.;:111 ,11 rpri,t·"· • 

:,,1i\l \\';1r: l'h1r:0�1.1ph:-i 111111: :h,· :--,:,,::Ii or 
lrd11:d, hr .\/1I.·,· ,.11,,11/1111m mu/ lm11w .\/N11l1r1111. 
I.\ Jmi,follt'd I,, !l,·/1,-:,11,11 2 .\'1J;•,·ml., , fll ll i. W 
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