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Conversation with

2o I met Harold McCusker at his home for a long discussion last
weekend. He was in good form and, though still undergoing
intensive and very severe treatment for his cancer
condition, he looked better than I have seen him for some

time.

2. McCusker said that he had consciously decided not to attend
the recent Conference of the Official Unionist Party. He
has for some time been very critical of the present Unionist
leadership (Molyneaux, Smyth, Taylor) and, in general, tends
to relate much more to the Ken Maginnis, Raymond Ferguson
wing of the party. He also made the point, only half
jokingly, that the slogan of the Conference - the party of
the ' 90s - was only accurate if the ’'90s was read as the
1690s.

3. McCusker went on to say that, in the light of the apparent
British refusal to respond positively to a number of the
proposals we have put forward recently in the Conference,
it might become extremely difficult to maintain the
momentum of the Agreement. He believes there may also come
a time when we could be confronted with a dearth of new
issues to bring forward. In such circumstances, he saw a
danger of issues being raised for what he called reasons of
constituency pressure in the South rather than for reasons

directly related to Northern Ireland.

4. He was delighted at the Guildford Four outcome and said that
he has no illusions any longer about the fairness of police
interrogation procedures in many such cases; and he was also
highly critical of the attitude and approach of the
judiciary to confessional evidence. He referred
particularly to the case of the UDR four, whom he is
convinced are innocent. Because of his illness, he has
handed over his papers on the case to Peter Robinson and

asked him to pursue it. While he did not ask that we raise
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the case with the British, I got the impression that our
support might be welcomed. (We are in fact looking at the
case as a matter of urgency with a view to making a
recommendation as to whether it might be raised in the

Secretariat or Conference).
Other points made by McCusker were:

he sees no possibility of political progress (and in
particular on devolution) while Jim Molyneaux is in
control of the Official Unionist Party. He expects
John Taylor, whom he dislikes intensely, to take over
in due course as leader. He would not rule out that
Taylor - who is essentially an opportunist - might be
prepared to consider entering into talks with the SDLP
- and perhaps even at a later stage with Dublin - even
though the Agreement had not been suspended. McCusker
went on to repeat his own long held view that the key
to unblocking political relations on this island lay in
considering a change in Articles 2 and 3 of the
Constitution;

he made the point that violence against the RUC seemed
no longer to be impacting seriously on the Unionist
community, perhaps because there had been a significant
change in the perception of the force in Unionists’
eyes since the Agreement; as a result, the unionist
community recently seemed less concerned about, and
affected by, the>IRA’s campaign of violence than had
been the case throughout the troubles;

McCusker also mentioned that Molyneaux and Paisley had
found Brooke very impressive, and much less inclined to
try and impose his thinking and views on them than Tom
King. Instead for instance of coming with a bulky

brief to his meeting with them, as had been Tom King’'s
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custom, he arrived with some sheets of paper and a pen,

listened carefully and noted down their views;

he said at some length that Séamus Mallon has recently
lost a lot of credibility with Unionists, who consider
that most of his statements have been "going over the
top". McCusker mentioned, in particular, that Mallon
had pushed his opposition to the Keady parade to
extremes. In McCusker’'s view, there was very little
real opposition in Keady to the parade and in fact the
publicans, though staunch nationalists, welcomed the
additional business involved. In support of his view,
he gave me the attached photocopy of an article about

the Keady parade by Dervla Murphy in the British
Independent.

Finally, McCusker confirmed that Robinson was now a key
player on the political scene and he agreed that it was
important that we succeed in establishing direct contact
with him. In this regard, he very helpfully agreed to try

and arrange an early meeting between Robinson and myself.
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Dermot Gallagher,
3 November, 1989.
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