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M1'1ED I ATE 

14 AUGUST 1939 

TO HU FROM LONDO� 
FOR JOE rl�rES (PRESS SECTION/ FROM FARRELL/O'NEILL 

COVER�GE OF 20TH ANNIVERSARf OF BRITISH TROOPS IN NORTHErtN IRcLAN� 

1. THE 20TH ANNIVEASARr OF Trlc JEPLOf�ENT OF dRITISrl TROOPS IN
NORTHERN IKELAND HAS, PREDICTABU, bt.t:N ,._;,.;o,1p;,Nlc:J of ,·ltJCrl
MEDIA "HYPE" HERE IN i30Trl Tr1c r-'Rl,iT ><lhl o�Q,..;,:;,.,sTl,�u ,kJI-<,
COVER-<GE rlAS BEEN 'J/IJESPREAJ i/lTH rtc:S,Mt.S, uv'ErtvlENS,
''TrlEN AND NOW'' PIECES AND A �U�oEA JF culTurllAL� •�V
COM�ENTARIES. WITH ONE EXCEPTIJNJrlE DAILY 1IHrlOH, All Tnt. cJITuhlAL
AND i'1AJOR FEATURE ARTICLES ,:;01�E 0JT STAONGL f IN FAVOUH OF r<EEP I liG
BRITISH TROOPS IN NORTHERN IRELA,iD, THE COr-i,'10N LINC: IN THE
COVERAGE HAS BEEN TO ASK WHt.THEK THE 1963 DEC1�ION �AS JUSTIFlt;ll
AND ilHITriER NOil, TriE ANGLO IHl�rl ,.�RcC:�C:NT IS hOT A ..;�NTH,.�I��L
ELEME�T I� TrlE COVERAGE.

2, T-tE 1'1 IRROR, -IN A LC:A;:,EH ;:, IGr·,c., oY 1WBERT ,•1AXw't.ll rl I 1·lSC::LF 
ARGUES THAT THERE CAN 3C: NO PC:,.,.;c arllLE THOO?S Kc�AIW, THc 
EDITORIAL ASSERTS THAT aRITISH 6HO�LJ �ITrluHAW AN0 ..;�4PEL TrlE 
PEOPLE NORTH AND SOUTH TO ,oHK TOGETHC:H TO BJILD A NEW ANU 
PEACEFUL NAT ION, 

3, THIS �IEJ/ IS GIVEN SHORT SHRIFT IN JTrlER EulTORl•LS iilTH, E� 
THE EXPRE5�, AND THE SU�N C:XPRESSINS FE�RS JF GREATLf INCREASC:J 
V IOLEJiCE wERE THE TROOPS T v .;u, ,�JRE CONS I ;;EHED ,:;0:,1.�C:iH IS TO oE 
FO�D IN EDITOKIALS IN TriC: l,�JJEPE1JJE,HN i.:iUARJIAN, TIMC:S, AND 
FINANCIAL Tfi�ES, 

4, TrlE INDEPENDENT (12,3} IN A LtAiJER ENTITLED "NO CASE FOR 
PULLING OJT TROOPS'' SAYS THAT THE BEST STRATEGY IS TO CONSOLIDATE 
TrlOSE GAINS ,HICrl HAVE BEEN �ADE AND TO REFRAIN FROM DRA�ATIC 
INITIATIVES SUCrl AS THE A�GLO IRISrl AGREE�ENT �HICrl ALIENATEi) 
THE �AJORITY ANi) ''rlAY HAVE GIVEN TrlE IRA THE FALSE IMPRESSION 
THAT ,JTHDRAWAL WAS AT  HAND''• 

,.., 

5, TrlE LEADER IN TODAY'S GUARDIAN SAYS THAT IT JS CLEAR THAT 

PEACE WILL ONLY COME THROuSrl GRADUAL EV0LJTION RATHER THMN 
THROU..;H INSPIRATIONAL MASTERSTRUr<ES, IT JfCL•RE& TH-<T TrlE '' tu�f•• 
OF THE AGREE1�ENT WILL NOT BE LIFTEJ Frt011 Tnt. PrlvTC:;:,TA,�T�. Tt1KOu"n 
THE AGREEMENT A KIND OF ''BALANCE OF Dl;:,�PPOINT�EhT'' rlAS dEiN 
ESTABLISHED IN BOTH COM�UNITIES. Trll� DOE� �or HAWC: TO MEA� 
STALEMATE AS THERE ARE SIGNS TrlAT JNDtR TrllS JIS�IPLINE POLITICIANS 
IN BOTH COMMUNITIES (E.G. PETER �J61N501,J ARE �DGl1'lu T0;1AriJS A 
NON-TRIBAL POLITICS, 



6. TODAY'S FINANCIAL TIMES �AYS THAT v.'rllLt THE MAI Pi.JRPOSE OF

,<EEPINi; TrlE TROOPS INN.I. IS TO C01✓.0AT THE IRA, CONTAliiMENT, E.Vi:.1� 
IF IT 15 ACHIEVABLE IS NJT ENOU\lrl ■ JISCHl�INATION &TILL �Xl�T� 
IN HOJSING AND JOBS AND v.'rllLE MOVES TO ELIMlhATE IT will NOT r<ILL 
OFF THE IRJ. OVERNIGHT, TrlEY SHOULLJ NEVi:.HTHr.LESS i:Si:. ,'1AJE. ... 
INDIFFERENCE TO NORTHERN IRELA1�D IN ilRITAl1 15 A JJANuc.H Aiiu Tri£ 
SOLUTION MIGHT BE IN MAINLA, D PARTIES PLAYING "MukE A.;TIVc. 
ROLE IN NORTHERN IRELAND, Tri£ LtMJc.tt ALSO SEc.� TnE A�REc.�tNT 
AS ONE MILESTONE IN THE GHAJUAL l�PROVEMc.NT IN RELATION� �c.Twc.c.N 
BRITAIN AND IRELAND, AND NOTES ELSErirlERE TriAT ''RESPECT FOR TrlE 
IRISH REPUBLIC HAS PROB�oU 1;,ttuwN" IN bRIT!.IN SINCE 1969, 

7. T�E TIMES LEADER OF 11/q/d9, HE.�DED ''TROOPS IN'', �UPPOkTIN�

THE MAINTENACE OF TROOPS INN, I., SAYS THAT THE GOVErl�MENT �UST 
AVOID THE TEMPTATION TO CUT 15 LOSSES AND LEAVE AND ALSO AVOID 
THE TE�PTATION OF BELIEVING THAT ALL LONDON CAN DO IS 
Mll�IMALIST MANAGEMENT. A GOVERNMENT MJST SEE,< WAYS TO· RESTORE 
NORMAL LIFE AND MUCH HAS BEEN ACHIEVED IN THE PAST DECADE THAT 
MERITS SOBER CELEBR�TION. 

B. THE DAILt EXPRESS LEADER OF 11/a/a9 �A�E5 THE POINT TrlAT ''AS w

MARK THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF TROOP� IN JL�Tc.R NO ONE .;A� DOJHT 
THAT TrlE TIME HAS CO�E TO ENLAkui:. Tric. POLITICAL u?TION� OF Pc.u?LE 
IN N.1. BY ALLOvllNG OFFICl1<L CON�c.rtvATIVc. _;M .,IJ,,Tc.� Tu ..;01�Tt�f 
ELECTIONS THERE . 

. 9. THE EVENING STANDARil OF 10 AU\lJST CAhrll�u AN INTc.ttE�TINu 
EDITORIAL ENTITLED ''NO SURRENDEtt TO IHA TEnnuh'' v.'rll.;rl I •� FAXING 
wHICH PRAISES THE ANGLO IRl�rl M�Rc.i:..�tNT ANu Tri� CJOPE�MTIO� AuAIK&T 
TERROR ISM wrllCH HAS RESULTEJ Frl1.M IT. IT REFEnS TO TrlE ''wnJLE 
CONCESSION" MAi>E BY-DUBLJ.; 1,, ".:.-,ilcEIN-, r,JT Tu ?uR&Jt. ITS .;L,di·, 
TO 50vEKEIGNTY OVE� TrlE �HJLE OF IRELA��••. 

18. A,1J1iS FtATURE ART I .:Le:�, Ta oc. JTc.u A�t:

(A) CRUISE O'BRIEN (Tl-ltS 10/3/39) w'HO �TATc.� Tn1,T IT IS l:i

INTERESTS OF EVE�YON:c Ii� 1JOt<TrtEn1, IKEL«,;.., Tn,.T onlhl
NOT JISENG�GE AND C;.LL5 Fu"" POLICY ur J0vc.n11l1•G ,.,1. "�
FAlkLY AS POSSIBLE �ITnuJT LJOt<lhG FOR NO�-EAISTE�T 
''AGHEED SOLUTIONS''. 

(B) CHRIS BUCKLAND (D. tXPRE�S 1□/3/89) MAKES THE POINT Trl�T A
RETJRN TO DEVOLVEJ GOvErlNME�T �ILL hOT ALTE� THE SITUATlu� 
AND TrlAT THE GOvE�NMENT FACcS A LONG HARil SLOG w'rll�n will NOT•
ilE 11ADE EASIER BY A?PEA5ER3 11rlO w'Al,T TO PULL TrlE T"OOPS Ot.JT. �

11. iiBC AND ITV HAVE BOTrl DEVOTED CONSIDERABLE AIRTIME TO TrlE
ANNIVERSART', PARTICUL�RLY DURING TrlE MORNING TELEVISION PROGRA11i1ES. 1 

TOOTAGE OF 20 YEARS AGO HAS BEEN �IUELY USED vilTrl A NUMBER OF 
FEATURES BRINGING THE STORT' UP TO DATE. BBC 15 CURRENTLY 
SCREENING A SE�IES OF THREE PROGRAMMES ON THE IM 

SORRY Dt.JBLIN v.'ILL START FROM NO. 11 A\lMI 
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11. BBC AND ITV HAVE BOTH DE�OTEil CON&IJERABLE AIRTIME TO THE
ANNIVERSARY, PARTICULARLY JJrllNG TrlE MORNING TELEVISION PRO�RA�MES. •
lfOOTAGE OF 20 YEARS AGO HA;, oEEIJ 11IUELY USED wlTH A lhMHK OF
FEATUkES BRINGING THE STORY JP TO iJ�Ti. BBC IS CUHRt.NTLY
SCREENING A SERIES OF THREE PHOGRAM�iS ON TrlE IMPA:T OF TrlE.
TROUBLES ON ORDINARY FAMILIES. ENTITLED "FA:--IILIE.S AT wAk"
THE SECOND PART WILL AIR TONl�HT, DE�LING wlTH TrlE FORTUNE� OF
A NUMBER OF PROTESTANT CrlOIRBOYS OF 1969, M THIS FOLLOWS
LAST WEEK'S PROGRAMME DETAILING TrlE IM�ACT ON A CATrlOLIC FAMILY
OF THE INVOLVEMENT OF ONE 1--IE11BER, SrlANE. O'iJOHErlTY, WITH THE
P IRA.

12. BBC TV CONTl�UED ITS �OiEHAGE wlTH A 90 MINUTE SPE:IAL
SHOIIN LAST NIGHT AND ENTITLED ''FOREVER DIVIDEJ''• CHAIREJ
BY DAVID Dll1BLEBY THE PRJGRAMME FELL INTO TWO PARTS. THE FlkST
WAS YET ANOTHER CHRONOLOGICAL SURVEY OF THE LAST TwENTY YcARS,
HEAVILY wEIGHTED TOWARDS AUGUST 1969 ANJ THE ACTUAL DtPLO�--IENT
OF TROOPS, i1ADE UP OF OLD FIL11 AND NE 1,., INTERVIEw WITrl i--lANY OF
THE PERSONALITIES CONCERNED. THc SECOND PART SAW Dll-1.BLEBY PUT
A NUMBER OF QUESTIONS AND SCENARIOS FOR THE FUTURE TO A PANEL OF
POLITICIANS FRO,--! IRELAND AND BRITAIN. I HAVE VIDEOTAPED THE
PROGRAMME AND THIS IS AVAILABLE IF REQUIRED. THE MINISTER FOR
INDUSTRY AND COl1MERCE, MR. 0' MALLEY, 'IIAS I NTERV I EwED FOR THE
FIRST PART IN WHICH HE GAVE AN OJTLINE OF THE VIE,.,S OF THE IRISh
GOVERN�ENT IN AUGUST 1969 AND, LATEH, OF ATTEMPTS BY THE THEN
TAOISEA:H, JACK LYNCH, TO HAVE THE BRITl�H GOVERNMENT ACKNOwLiDGE
THAT THERE WAS-AN IRISH DIMEl'lSIOI� AN., TH,;T THE �OVEK,�,klH '" 11UbLII�
HAD A ROLE TO PLMY.

13. THE PANEL DISCUSSION FEATUHE.J, IIHER ALIA, iJH. 1.,;.HrltT
FITZGERALD, JOHN TAYLOR, PETER ROBINSO�, JOH� rlUME, 1.,ENt.HAL
FARRAN HOC�LEY, JACK HERMON, MEHLYN REES MND HU�FHRtY AT�IN�.
THE CHIEF DEFICIENCY IN THE PRO�HAM4t wAS THE LARGE .. uMBcrl OF
QUESTIONS AND SCENARIOS �HICrl ilEIMBLcBY ... As DETERMINEJ
TO PJT .. SOME OF THEM wERE, Tv 1.JOTc PcTEri ROb I l�SOi,, OUT uF
" CLOUD CUCKOO LAND" Al�11 TrlE ,'.;01-lPt.HE' S DETER:'1 I NAT I Ot, Tv PUT ALL
"JESTIOl,S PREVENTED .. NY T .... ;,IN.> OJT OF l&SuE:. wrlEt..Evc:.rl ,.,,,YThlt�-, 
I TERESTING WAS SAIJ. LITTLE TrlMT �k;, , Ew EMEHGEu ��YO�� VH-,Jt:. 
TALK OF PO�ERSHARING FRO� JOrlN TAYLOrl, Oh �rllCH �Pt:.�IFI,'.;� 
w'ERE LACKING AND IN THE ,�AIN THt:. PHO-iRA1�1�E �ERvEil ONLY TO PrlOVIJt:. 
AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THOSE RE?RESENT�J TO REITERATE LONG HcLJ 
POSITIONS. 

CORRECTION TO OUR NO. 7 

LINE 3 NO. 7 SHOULD READ AVOID TrlE TEMPTATION TO CJT ITS LOSSES ETC 

ENDGJ, 
E-A DUBLIN
F-Al LDN
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