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TO HQ FROM BELFAST 
3 FEBRUARY 1989 

II II I 

FOR ASST. SEC. GALLAGHER FROM S. 0 HUIGINN 

RE: DUISBURG 

I SPOKE TO MR. MILES ON THIS TONIGHT. WE HAD ALREA�Y GIVEN THE 
1 3RITISH SIDE THE "BLACKS" OF THE TAOISEACH'S DAIL INTERVENTION. HE
[ AGREED THAT IT WAS QUITE UNFAIR OF THE BBC REPORT TO LINK THE 

BREAKING OF THE DUISBURG STORY WITH THE TAOISEACH'S GUARDED REMA�KS 
AND FELT GENERALLY THAT THE BBC REPORT HAD BLOWN THE MATTER OUT OF 

/ 
ALL PROPORTION. WE SPECULATED THAT THE EMPHASIS ON THE ALLIANCE 

-.l._ PARTY ROLE POINTED TO THAT AS THE SOURCE OF THE LEAK, PRESUMABLY TO 
GAlN PUBLICITY FOR i1AWHINNEY AND THE PARTY GENERALLY. THE NIO 
PROPOSED TO TAKE A LOW PROFILE AND 140ULD SAY �OTHING OR, IF PRESSED, 
MERELY CONFIRM IN A LOW KEY WAY THAT THEY KNEW OF THE TALKS AND 
APPROVED OF THEM. I ASKED TO BE KEPT INFORMED OF ANY DEVELOP�ENTS 
AND CONFIRMED THAT WE TOO INTENDED TO REFRAI� FROM SUBSTANTIVE 
COMMENT ON THE ISSUE. 
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