
Reference Code: 2019/31/50

Creator(s): Department of the Taoiseach

Accession Conditions: Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. 
May only be reproduced with 
the written permission of the 
Director of the National 
Archives. 



TO HQ F BELFAST /J
.14 OECEIIBE 9 t:f 

IMME DIA 

______________________________ ., f 

1. 1N COURS! o, A MEETING WITH BIIITISH JO 
DEPU'JY THIS IIORNING, THEY TOLD ME,, FROM A CONTlf;tT T l It
TO.NY -tTEPHENS, THAT THE: BR IT ISH BELIEVED THAT TffE ATTACURS HAD COIIE­
OVER THE BORDER TO MOUNT THE ATTACK ANO HAO FLED BACK THERE A�AIN
(ABANDONIN� THE LORRY SHORTLY BEFORE THE BORDER). THE 8RITIS�
OFFICIALS WERE AT PAINS TO MAKE CLEAR THE:IR SIDE WAS NOT JUIIPING TO
ANY PREIIATURE CONCLUSIONS ABOUT WHETHER THE ATTACKERS WERE FERMANAGH 
OR MONAGHAN BASED. IF THE ATTAC� HAO ANY IMPLICATIONS FOR EXISTING 
CROSS-BORDER SECURITY COOPERATl-ON (E.G. BECAUS.E OF AN ,UNEXPECTED
RESURGENCE OF IRA ACTIVITY IN TH'E MONAGHAN/FERIIANAGH AREA) THESE
WOULD BE BROUGHT UP IN DUE COURSE IN CONF�RENCE OR POLICE CHANNELS. 
THEY WERE: OBVIOUSLY CONCERNED HO'WEVER THAT THE ATTACK COULD' GIVE AN
EMOTIONAL TONE TO E:ITHER PRIME MINISTERS QUESTIONS OR NIO QUESTIONS 
IN WESTMINSTER THIS AFTE:RNOON.

2. 1 SAID THAT WE VERY MUCH HOPED THAT NOTHING WOULD BE SAID,
HOWEVE.R UNDERSTANDABLE THE R�VU!,SlON AT THE ATTACK, WHICH WA-S 
OISIIISSIVE OR BELITTLING OF THE EFFORT BEING DEPLOYED BY SECURITY 
FORCES ON OUR SIDE OF THE BORDER. sue:: STATEIIENTS GENERATE� ACRI�ONY
WHICH DISTRACTED FROM THE COMMON EFFORT AGAINST TERRORIS" AND WAS; 
DAMAGING TO THE MORALE OF Ti:E SEC1111ITY FORCES WHOSE ROLE WAS SO 
VITAL. I RECALLE:O THE ST���G l��jS OF THE: MINISTER'S CONDEIINATION 
AND HOPED THIS COULD BE INVOKED,IF THERE WAS ANY ATTEIIPT BY HOSTILE 
MPS TO ASSOCIATE BRITISH GOVERNMENT SPOKESPERSONS WITH ATTACKS. ON OUR
JURISDICTION. 
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