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l\u,cust 20 

FROM: C«RIS MULLIN MP 

11 
HOUSE OF COMMONS 

LONDON SWIA OAA 

As you will be aware, the Chief' Con■table of' the West Midland• 
has recently diBbanded his Serious CrimeB Squad and suspended 
or transf'ered to non-operational duties 53 of'f'icars connected 
with that squad. MY purpose in writinc is to draw your 
attention to the implications of' this development f'or the case 

of' the six men convict•d of' the Birmincham pub bombinca. 

At the trial in 1975 the judca, Lord Bridce, made clear in 
his Bumminc up that the case acainst the men rested on two main 

planks• 

1. The forensic evidence of Dr. Frank Skuse, which the Appeal 

Court in its recent judcam■nt acraad to sat aside, despite 

upholdinc the convictions on other crounds. 

2. Confessions sicnad by tour of the six men while in the 

custodv ot West Midland• poli�� �tt!��•u wh6 W@P� m�w61�
member" of the West Midlands Serious Crimea Squad. 

You will be aware that, from the outset, considerable 
controversy has surrounded the confessions. The six men have 
always aliecad that, durinc their two days and nichts in the 
custody �t the West Midland■ police they were subject to a 
procramme of violence and intimidation which, accordinc to Lord 
Bridce, would, -it true, have amounted to torture. 

From the outset it was also apparent that the tour 
confession■ were riddled with contradictions and inaccuracies 
of a moat fundamental nature, I list the moat obvious, 

•• the oontessions flatly contradicted each other on the number 
of bombs1

•• as to who planted the bombs in which pub1

•• as to the location of the bombs1

•• and as to the type ot containers used -- three of the tour 
conf'e■aion■ ■pecif'ied plastic baca (which i■ what the police 
believed at the time) whereas torenaic scientists later 
demonstrated that the bombs had been either in small caaea or
duttle bacs.
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Remarkably, the three defendants whose conteeeione referred to 
plastic bas• made-the same error even thoush they were kept in 
isolation trom each other. These difficulties were never 
satisfactorily explained and in the end the court was called 
upon to choose between the defendants' version of how the 
confessions were obtained and t�at of the police. 

The credibility of the West· Midlands Serious Crimea Squad 
detectives primarily responsible for obtainins the confessions 
was,· therefore, the key_ issue. Most ot the trial was taken up 
with it. �ore than twenty police officers, ransins in rank 
from Detective Constable to Assistant Chief Constable, twice 
save evidence. First. before the judse in the absence of the 
jury, to determine whether contessione were admissible as 
evidence and, later, before the jury. On each occasion Lora 
Bridse made no secret of hie incredulity at the defence 
eussestion that ao many police officers would conspire to 
fabricate confessions. He described the allesations made 
asainet the police as "or the moat bizarre and a:rotesque 
character." It the defendants were tellina: the truth, he 
said. the police had been involved in a conepiracy 
"unprecedented in the annals of British criminal history". 
("Unprecedented". incidentally, was one ot the words that the 
West Midlands Chief Constable, Geoffrey Dear, recently used to 
describe hie recent decision, to disband the Serious Crimea 
Squad). 

Lord Brida:e went on: "It involved a:ivina: perjured 
evidence in which ·the police must have spent many 
houre ... tryina: to ensure that their various lies would accord 
with each other. 

"Secondly. consider the scale of the conspiracy in terms 
of those involved. It ranses, does it not, from detective 
constables and police constables ria:ht up throua:h the police 
hierarchy to Chief Superintendent Robinson, in chara:e of the 
whole CID of the West MJdlande." 

Lord Brida:e concluded: "Consider, lastly, the artistry 
that has a:'!jlne into the preparation of these statements, if 
indeed they are works of fiction. If the evidence of the 
defendants is true, it shows the police not only to be masters 
of the vile techniques of cruely and brutality to suspects. It 
shows them to have a very lively and inventive imaa:ination." 

It is no criticism of Lord Brida:e that, in 1975, he was 
unable to envisaa:e a situation where so many police officers 
mia:ht conspire to pevert the course of justice. Nor is it any 
criticism of the jury who, in the climate of the times, chose 
to believe the police version of events over that of the 
defendants. Ma.v I put it to you, however, that in the lisht ot 
what we now know there must at least be a reasonable doubt 
about the version ot events told by the police ofticers who -
a:ave evidence at the trial. 

The pub bombina:• trial was only the first of many at which 
a:rave allea:atione were made about the interviewins techniques 
of officers from the West Midlands Serious Crimes Squad, By 
no means all the allea:atione are proven, but they have been 
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otticera crop up repeatedlV -- to arouse concern arnons persona

ot all proteaaiona and ot all political perauaaiona. In 
particular I draw vour attention to the recent remarks about 
the West Midlands Serious Crimea Squad made bv the retirins 
chairman or the Police Complaints Authoritv, Sir Cecil 
Clothier, "0bviouslv there ia .a nucleus ot otticere who were 
willins to misbehave in order to secure convictions which thev 
probably think are justitisd." ·He added: "I don't know any 
other place where anvthins on this scale has happened." 

I also draw your attention to a number ot recent case■ 
that are or direct relevance to the pub bombins convictions: 

1, In November -1983, three West Midlands detectives were 
sent to prison tor assaultins a suspect with a view to 
obtainins a conteaaion, One ot them was Detective 
Serseant Brian Morton. Aa a Detective Constable, Mr. 
Morton, was present at Queen's Road police station tor 
all or part ot the time that the six men convicted ot the 
pub bombinss were interrosated there. He had taken a 
photosraph ot one ot the defendants, Paddy Hill, and ·at 
the trial he teetitied that Hill bore no aisn ot injury. 
I vividlV recall that when I interviewed Mr Morton in 
1985 he reserved hie indisnation, not tor the eusseetion 
that the pub bombinss defendants had been subject to 
violence, but that, even it they had, any ot hie 
colleasues would have told me about it. 

2. In December 198U Mr Derek Gordon was released attar
eisht months in Winson Green Prison, Birminsharn, aweitins
trial on a charse ot murder. While in the cuetodv or 
West Midlands detectives, Mr Gordon had sisned a 
contession deecribins how he had committed the murder. 
He was later awarded £20,000 compensation. Accordins to
a parliamentarv answer (Hansard, Julv 5, col 192) two ot
the otticers involved in the Derek Gordon case were
involved in questionin& those convicted or the pub
bombinss). In answer to a subsequent question, the
minister declined to name the two otticers, but no doubt 
thelr names will amerce in due course. 

3, In June this veer Mr Ronald Bolden was acquitted or 
two armed robberies attar detence allesatione that 
detectives trom the West Midlands Serious Crimes Squad 
had fabricated hie conteeeion. I understand (Hansard, 
Julv 5, col 191) that one ot the otticers involved in 
the Bolden case waa also involved in the interrosation ot 
the men convicted ot the pub bombinse. Your department 
has so tar declined to name the otticer. 

By Ausust this vear, nineteen cases brousht bv otticere ot 
the West Midlands Serious Crimea Square had collapsed. Manv 
more are said to be in the pipeline. Most involve allesatione 
or fabricated conteeeions and ot police misconduct at least as 
outraseoue as that which Lord Brides had such ditticultv in 
believins at the pub bombinse trial. 

It has become apparent that juries are no lonser willins 
to convict on the evidence or otticere ot the West Midlands 
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Serious Crimes Squad. Faced with this situation the Chief 
Constable recently decided to disband the entire squad. In 
doing so h� hes chosen to pretend that the ellecetions of 
serious misconduct go beck only as fer ea the introduction of 
the Police end Criminal !vidence Act in 1986. Manifestly, this 
ie t1ot the cRAa. 

Of the 53 officers who heve been either suspended or 
transferred to non-operational duties, only about e dozen 
senior officers heve been named. Of the names so fer released, 
two were involved in the pub bombings caee -- Detective Chief 
Inspector Raymond Bennett end Detective Inspector Peter 
Higgins. Mr. Bennett is the officer who, es e detective 
sergeant, was responsible for the extremely controversial 
interview with the pub bombings defendant, Paddy Hill. Mr. 
Higgins was one of the officers who obtained a confession from 
Hugh Celleghan. 

Among the officers not so fer named, I confidently expect 
to find Detective Sergeant Michael Hornby, whose name has 
featured prominently in recent allegations. Mr. Hornby wee

another of the officers who obtained Huch Calleghen's 
confession. 

I hope I have eaid enough for you to realise that the 
recent developments in the West Midlands police force have e 
direct bearing on the pub bombings convictions. I ought to 
make clear, however, that it is not in my view necessary to 
demonstrate that many of the same personnel have been involved 
in subsequent controversies of e very similar nature to the 
original allegations. Inevitably, fifteen years after the 
event, many of the officers responsible for the convictions 
have moved on, although the overlap is sufficient to be worthy 
of note. 

Above all, however, I drew your attention to the fact that 
the pub bombings convictions were obtained primarily by 
officers of,' the same specialist unit that has now been so 
comprehensively discredited. No doubt they were operating by 
methods that heve been refined over many years. No doubt they 
were encoureced by meny years of official indifference to the 
many claims that have been made about their activities. 
Further, the issue which has brought the Serious Crimes Squad 
to grief is the very one that was a central feature of the pub 
bombings trial. Namely, the alleged fabrication of 
confessions. 

I put it to you again: if the jury at the pub bombings 
trial had known whet we know today, there is at least e 
reesoneble chance thet they would have rejected the police 
evidence. This being so I respectfully request that you again

refer this case beck to the Court of Appeal. 

In view of the exceptional public interest in this case I 
em taking the liberty of making it available to the media. 
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Rt Hon Douslas Hurd, 

Home Secretary, 

The Home Office, 

Queen Anne's Gate, 

London SWl. 
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Yours sincerely, 

CHRIS MULLIN MP 
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cv10Mee of cr1mln�l octi<'n., by thoac po!l�e orr1ee1•s. 

BUT, en Frl�uy 11 .8.P.-9, It came to my noitce taat, in th1 

course of' e11q,1itie11 conductCj bY 0ff1e.�r1 of thiw tr"1-1t·,_.1s li1to 

other eom;,-.111ntc levellod •11a111st S&rio1Ja r.rimc Squad 

membiers, evidence hod cornt'1 to l!.g1�t that origintt� c1nr:u�nt.s 

Papera (Jn rtle 1n the ver-y raeant pact. 

What appears to Mv• happen-.d 18 bouna t,o ocrtouely sha�• 

tht publtc c0nf1dence ln the ��i�,;t,lv11 r,,nctlon of the 

Force, sar.lJy at a tkc when �t�ridarct� and �1•&1" are higt,er 

.... w 

-----·..-.. ·-·
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vrz,. 

b. The co1.,1re CtO op11rut.tnnal comn1::md stru:t1;ri. has been 

1988 hllYC """" rnoved out or "IC, 1.0 nuo-op�rAt.ioMI 

adrini &trattv• dUti•s ( t.hi� lnVO)YGG 1 DwL .. ct1V� Ch1-.r 

111ov•O out. of the CW to oon-oporat1 oMl duty, 

d, I hav• ••••d t.he foUeo cornp11'int� �utMrity to booome 

i11volved and t.o 1v1ltrYIH ar Inqut,•y to �o eond•icl,,J hy 

Mr Donald Shnw OPM [.LS, A•sJsl.a11t. r.hief Co�lt�bl•, West 
,. 

.... 

--·�·t ..-,,.14 ... 
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¥orkan1r•« Pulic�, who w111 conrtllct o ra,• !'�M.ll1n.11t 

invuLl14•t.1 "" lnto thA work and pract.icos or tM Wu 

�uptr•Jntendent floblnaon Of the wa,e Yo•·••liiN Force. 

par�J c.ularly, he asalot•d Mr Colin Somp,,c:,;1 ( then Chief 

In•v1tahty, a large nun1her of rr,y orrice1•1 1nvol'IM will t,•cl 

prun1r:g (;x1it1•1,.J�t":, 1t is ezu,entlOl tt'l3.t cute ara mall� !ut.i:, 

My deU1rm!nQtiori �" n� a tt,orough Tnquiry int,o thooo 

un1ror11n,rt llc3� Midl �nd8 oot1ee orfi<0rs, ove1• ooo 

opcr�t1ona1 dtter.t.ives, the Police Servlc• in general, �rid 

the �n•r•J pu�ltc in pa..t,tc;ulBr, wtll be s1:nilorly 3h<lck�d 
,. 

or them will r1111,�J.y �emand tll• tr·ulh MM r •m d•t•rinlr.od 
,, 

.... -
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PCIHCt Aut1101•1ty �110 wll l oe C]Ot•�IY 1nV◊lVtd With Mr �Oland 
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WI:.� IM! U�r'WL J.1..f.r,r:.W,) 1JV'\L..1111 

EX'TMACT FROM Cllt.l!F CONSTA11t.E13 ornRATTOIIJ\L H�a>oOT TO POi.IC� lUTl!Q�lTY • 

�� 0111111 ,,o� 

'l<>u w! l l �(WA ,..,�d irt the �rt's� report� 1•el a ting to me 

uqt11tta\ at a1r11,ln11hll.m crown Court of (Im�:, charged wHh 

robu�ry wM nad b-.•n arrost,o hy off1c;�re or the We�t foll �l :>nd� 

Pol! c• .Serioue Crime 3quad, You ,M�:d be aw•�• �Mt l 

suo.,�qu,;ntl;' 1,s·,-.d t.h� rol)ow1n5 sl'.at.erocnt1-

11rne Ch!-.f C011$tllbl <: refle�te much or t��. conc�r•l\ rece\v�d rrM 

a var'\AtY or 10urr.oe !.n \113 �r�a "'"' heyor1d coricer•nir.g tM 

diro.ct.ion, euptrv1•1011, and wur•�ln& pl'nctl�• or t.he sorlous 

Cr11fl': Squ•d , 

Tola haa been 1.�1.l•d l nto sMep focus foll uw!ng a rccer. L •••" �t 

81 rin I ,.,ham Crowri Ct:11.1ft. T'ni cn1.er COf'\:>t.abl e r .. c-ow\te�• U1t,t \.he 

n!sh•:.l. �roreastona1 ata.�dardo ""�'· b• �enio•1�r.1 t,y al 1 orri..er• 

in �h• For,c and that. an ae�ion• i,uet bi, and mu•t be seen to 

t)e, ..iit.'r1in t.'r'ie l;.w. 

It ts �,;rtinont to polnt out 1r, th� prcoont d�ba•-. tMt by 

d•fl�lt.ion the seri�us Crll"e s,1u•� ev!ots 1ol�ly to deal wHh 

••riou� c,r!m•. In axce8e of s•vt!!LY per ce�t of ill the,lr 

c•,;�• b,·ougt>t, to Cr<,wn co,;rt resul r. l n gull ty pl ,a,, Many or 

tho•c ,·on�•.,t•d ,te co�v1,tod wlth no ooubL• t,Aln11 e�ot on th� 

ev1rlJ.m.e p�oducad. A lor'lg scrv1.ng m:!:rtibOl'' or Lh.9 Sert.oua Cr1.111e 

squ�d ... u r,ccotl� tl�corateo by H M Queen tcr di�Llngutancd 

•��• I ,;e. The squa� nave an outst .• ndl ni record 0•1er m1ny years 

ror prof�•�ionaHsm. 
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Nft,...trl.l\11le,,,, it wtis rccoen�sed !(um'? 1110!'\the: 36U l-h�t. a root .,.ml 

bran,·h review wa• neceaasry 1n onl"" to allay doubt• that too� 

�hce baCo!'e protacL1on afrordor.l by tt1c ettoGt or PACF. Md be�rr 

clllrl ned by eases at,11tc<I, T'r.o .. c.MPO whl cl, have alrcQdY 

rats•<l concern nav� oeen referred t,, the PC� anrt th• orr a,id "" 

ct'J�1na1 proccod1ng• h•�• bt>�n un�.,rhk,t, Only one ,,ae� 

rctfln.1ns utH"e30Jved. $()me Ce.AiS "r,;tvP rc-Gu1ted in 1ntirr-r1ftl 

<11scl pllne Md Mvt u,,cn de&l.t wHh by th-. C\'liof COM table, ·the 

rollcwlne c��ngoG wer• put 1n�o t,rwln1• 

! 

,I 

(a) Taoe rccordlns tacll1tius r,,.. lnt,Mvlewi ,,,,r., intr�duced 

ln tr.e west Mld\Md� iaol y••r and ar• still bein! 

intN1duced on a planned prog;rammc, 

�ont ... , 

... _, 

________ .......
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• 

("-) Oi:.<�J :-,i urie w,:rtt 1...aki,n to c:htl"!G.� ru,1dt\m�l"l1:1t;J I y the 
01�s;.n 1 �i,1;1 Qfl QruJ � t rui:ture or th'b S,t1'1ou� (.;rime .Squad. 
Tl,l• wlll t«ko pla,;1 in tho lat� au1TJroer when building 
rc,H.iuir•ma.nts ha..,w U!it+itn mttt., Th� q:,u.1,ty of 5ut,�r"vl��on 
aml 1►·�dt'r'"tdµ l.ht1y r•o:t�V(I wJll bWI Mr"e:Hly unh�ncod. 

l�J �rr�, t.1voly, llis• 1qu�<1 wlH ee rcdueed b., five ◊l't'lcP.r.,. 

lel Th,. :·••ull ••lll b� lll�� tr.e!r proscnl u�1�1,e m11nasernent 
::iil1·uGl..ur-1it w11L cUc.,:wJJt:ar an,j t\ity will be r11."J)C-reed Jn 
thR Fo�c� t.o ·..1ork '1l{',1,,;aj d, l-h� Drue OcJuad .. rnd the �I.ohm 
Vehk \e Squod, 

lrl r1na1 ly there have bcc•11 oUb$tanl�lll chang�a or the 
p.:r::.:L11;11-aol or L�11:'! $■r1ous CrJme S1�UAQ O\/er tha la�t tw1:ivt: 
ramlb�. 11 

,. 

•' r 
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Od.. Con�t.ab1" Nogor Clirrord 

Det, ton�t11hlo D•v 1 d WO(')dlelgh 

Det, Ch, S1.1pt. Jim Byrne 

Oat, S1,,lp1,,1' I $t•n Oeechey 
SoQ t<nrri• 
Jctm 8,1.Qwn 
Roller ,.,root l 

Del .. en, lnap,,, R�y Sttr1ui:.-t t 
Bob Coo�� h \l•i 

D•t• ,l.llGpA 1 T�rry Mlile, 
h�<:r Hif'Jl,iM 

All t,hr.eo ot't1ccr·¥ hav� b�r.n movl':e out of ClLJ to non-Of'•"'-'t.l.onei A<!m1n1st.rettvc.: 
autieo, 

� fl.lr�hcr 39 orncar1 wt,o •�"•d on tho Serio,,n Crlmo �QUi\� In 1986, 1987 ••••I 198A 
�re currcnt.ly being 11lOVQ(l ot1t of the Ct!l t.o r.on•ope�atiQnal dutl�e. 

(Th!o 1nrormnt10n rQlat�� to, PAi;e ,, hr-eeraphft 1, 0 one c, Chi•( Coual"olo's 
at3tiim<;rit), 

r 

.... -

·,. �,ec,vco r-•o• no ••• "" 

-·· 

; 

' .
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r00,LIMl!NTAAY Q.Jl;SJICN FOO ·0Ro1NARY w1nEN IINSV.S, 

CN flllOI\Y 2&TH JULY 19&9 

MR CHRIS MULLINt To Ailk Mr /\ttom•y ue,,.., ■11 ho,;, ;,,...,, 

'I/est Midland• police ofllccrs are or h■v" l,ec,n the oubjcct ol 

reports ,.!erred to the Olrector of Publlr. Prosecutions within 

the lut 12 months, �-

,f 
MEMBl:.R' S o:tl5 T I T\Jf .NCY , SUNOERLANn SOUTH (LAD) 

$0LICITOP. GENEltAI.I Tile lnfon11Ation requosled 11,1101 

rndlly av■llebJc,. However, a 1otal 
0

01 ISO rcporu relating to to 

allegallon• ""',cernlng one: or more 'tle�l Midland• police 

oflicers were receiver! by the Director of Public l'r_osecuuont 

office in the period I luly 1918 lo 26 July 1919 • 
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