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I appreciate your kindness and hoapitallty in invitin; me to addrHa 
your current Affairs Society. It i• a privil-.e and a chall•nge for 
ma as Secretary ot state to addreas an audience of youn; people in 
the context of curr•nt affairs, I certainly look forward to your 
comm•nta and q�eation1 after my speech, 

0�ring the E\U'op•an •lect1on1, I folffld my•elt talkin9 to candidate• 
tor the European Parliament who had been born ■ince the Europe&� 
Community was conceived in the 1t5O■. % cannot help refleotin; that 
the oldest sixth�formar here was not born whq the pre••nt period of 
Trcublas began twenty year■ a;o. 

It is • profound sadness to anyone of my a;e, and particularly 
anyone in my position, that yo�ni people in Northern Ireland have 
lived all their lives against a back;round ot 1trif• and violence. 

Inevitably, I have had a good deal to aay·about the •ecurity 
situation in recent weeks, and that is what journalists 1eem always 
moat interested to hear about. % have, hov•v•r, been making a •erie1 
ot speech••• and talkinq about other i11u•s which are alao 
important, auch as education and traininq, touri■m, and the 
allocation of the money-that the government spend• in Northern 
Ireland; Today, r want to talk particularly about political matters. 

All of u■ want to ••• a bett•r and more peaceful tuiur• tor Northern 
Ireland. I do believe that eould be aehi*ved, : hope you believe 
that it is po■■ibla too, and will not be tupted into thinkinq that 
political viol■nce is an inevitable and natural ■tat• ot atfaira. 
It isn't, Th•�• is a batter way, and t want to ahare with you my 
thinkinq about how Northern Ireland might b• el• to loo� torward to 
a better tuture, 

In talking about th• fu�ure, w• can never tor9tt the past in 
Northern Ireland. The past has shaped the present, sadly, the 
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'history ot thia island haa l•ft a le;acy of oonfliot in Northern 
·r•land, There is no aacapin9 th• tact that th•r• is a deep
division in the community between tvo cultural, p0litical and
religious traditions.

&etter, 1 believe, to be honeat about that division than to pratend 
it does not •xiat; and much.�•ttar to try to understand, raapaet and 
accept the exiatance of different traditions, Th• aad fact ot the 
paat, and the present, is that ao many ot one tradition hava telt 
unable to ra�pect or even tolerate the bali•f• and_ valu•• ot th• 
other. Too many hav• beliavad that en• tradition ha• to "triUIIPh" 
over tha ether. 

Thoe• who still believe that one aide or the other muat triUll!ph are 
really living in the past, -t au99e•t to you, Thay are conduninq 
the other aide' lia losars, and thus perpetuating tha ancient dispute 
into the future. Jome will always viah that the past was dittarant, 
but none of us can rewrite history to matoh our aspiration• for the 
future, 

We a.1..1. nave 'l:Q tac• 1.1,. tact• •• tn•r aro now. Th• r.1•i,t:ral 
political fact 1• that a clear �•jority et the people of Northam 
Ireland wants to r•main part of the United Kingdom. Jut it it al•o 
a faQt that a minority would like to ••e Ireland unitad and the 
border removed. 

How do we resolve thia fundamental difference? I accept that 1t ia 
fundamental. 'l'h• oftly way the matter �an be decided 1n A democracy 
is to respect the wiahe• ot th• people. Their deciaion by a 
majority• to retain the union - is entirely clear. North•rn 
Ireland will remain part ot the ux, unle•• and untn ..there i• • 
chang■ gf mind - and I s•e no 11gn or pro■p■ct of that in \h• 
toroaeoAblo fu�uro. I beliov• pas•�onataly that 1=h• vi1aea ot tho 
people of Northern Ireland muat b• upheld. 

\ 
But I believe vit� equal paaaion that tho•• Who hold a ditt•r�nt 
�iou t�o• tho ��jo�it� h�vo the bacio hWll&n righ� to e,tt1P.eg� t.hnt 
view and ceek to persuade other■, throu9h the ballot•box and the 

l. 

©NAI/TSCH/2019/31/45 



XERO.< TELECOPIER 295; 6-12-89; 2:07 PM; 
- ..... -.. -, --� _., ...... "" . --·,--· ... ...,...,. 02317 2057 ♦ 

... 

764GOGI f4 

a,,c..-c.r•,1,.ar r X:ITT S3J • S 

et1t"1 111·r,c•c••t 6t • do■oa•;,.11�. :u1 i■ "i111al to ou• Ila••••••� 11111.a, 
fr••dom 1hould •xi•t. eonatitutiona1 n�tionaliata �ooopt th� 
democratic principle that the status ot Northern Ir•land would only 
tie changed b:t ma�ority c:onaent. �ll the. other con1titutional 
political parties in Northern Ireland; as in Oreat Britain and the 

j Rep\.lbUc, accept it. 

I do believe that the two communitie• .Q&Q live and work t09ether, 
and they need to do 10 at all levela, The couunal divide lie• at 
tha heart ot our problema. lmprovin; community relation• i• 
therefore central to all our polic:iel. The ta•k i• not of court• 
one for the Government alone, althouqh ve ar• providing ■ubatantial 
resources to assist worthwhile projects, Many people ara workin; 
mode•tly but •nerq■tically to braak down �raditional barrier•, 
remove old fears and suspicion•, and help people to under■tand and 
respect their ditferencea. I admire their ettorta, which otter ao 
much hope ror the future. 

I do not Qelieve that tor =o•t people t�e two •id•• of the co11U11unity 
are, or need be, so very far apart. They may have aor• in c0111D10n 

than aiv1�e• them, xsn•t �• real Giviae ce�v•■n those who want �o 
live together in peace and harn1ony, and thoae vho believ• in violent 
solutiona which can only drive people apart and de1troy? If that i• 
tha real divide, hov m�ch could �e achievad if the poli�ical 
repr•••ntativea from �oth conunitiea who raject violenco could 
dcmono\l'at.a thal. l.lu11y r•ally �•n work toq•thar, 

No on• would auggest that it 1• •••Y to make �at aort of political 
�ro;r•••· Clearly, it ha, ov�r many year• proved very difficult, I 
do not criticiae Northern Ireland'• politician• for that. 

I try 11rious�y to underatand their problema, Like politician• 
elaewhere, they repr•••nt the intereate and concern• of thoae who 
•loot them. It their e1cotots tell thn "netlii�t leinq", wo chould
n01. �• very e\u:p.�iOQ U· aoll\9· pg1J.1.ichl'l6\ pw:•u• a rioUey lf!lt 11.dcun; .... 

• "•"L"'tl. If 4lkoil, oloc,tr.,r• l'Ojftl'li- al 1 f'tlnnal'lt nf Gll::IIIII)TQm1••· 1'. � ..
that much m0r• di!f1e�lt tor pol!tioian• to eompramis••
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' I sense, however, tnat the mood of the electorate and the aood of 
• • i 1 their pol�t e an• to a degree is chan9in9. In •o•• district 

councils, local politiei_an• frcim th• tvo aidaa of the community ai·• 
trying to work together eonstructivaly. They are havinf aom• 
succe•s· In Parliament, I was struck by tha tact that over halt of 
the MP'• from Northern Ireland •poke during the debate• on the 
Queen•• Speech, and ffiade a real contribution to those de�at••• TVo 
tbamas recurred in almo1t all the apeechea, the ne•d to overcome 
terrorism and the need to make political proqre1a, 

Th• Government 1hare■ the•• concern• which· are linked to9ether. 
Only the terror1ata »anetit from a political vacuum. Political 
progress would deal a powerful blow to tho•• who auppon violence. 
!ut pro9rsa1 will only coma about it there ia the political will to
achieve it. I hope there ia that will. I beliave it 1• juat
possible there may be. All the con■�itutional political partie•
appear to rac09nise that tnart need to be talk• and then
neqoti&tion• between them. They want to find way• to talk, Som• of
them are tryin9 t0 tind waya. I re1pect th•• fer that and I
under■tand •�eh a role•• I have.

?

\
The Government v1ll try to help it it can, But let•• make clear 
that I have no seerat plan, no hidden a9enda. Th• agenda for any 
talk• must depind on the wish•• ot those who would mainly be doing 
the talkin9, th• politician• who rapr•••nt the people ot Northam __ 
Ireland. aut I do bali1v• there i• 1ome 00111110n oround: the partie1 
who would ba talking all reject violenoa: they all support 
devolution in some foni, on a baaia which invo1ve1 both aid•• of the 
cownunity: and they all aexnowledge the importance of the 
relationship between Northern Ireland and th■ Rep�lic, 

As I say, the a9enda tor any talka will be determined by the main 
participants'• but what of the aovernment'• attitude? Tom King lon9 
ago made el•ar that the aovernment would not viah to aet any 
precondition• tor the holding of talks, That m•a�• that the 
Government is �i�linq �hat others ■bou14 coae to the talks intendin; 
to raise issues for cons1derat1on vhich w. would not nacesearily 
wiah to raise ourselves. 

©NAI/TSCH/2019/31/45 
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fi confirm that. I confinn, too, that ve are 1ookin9, aa I �• l1eve 
the parties are, for ways in which local elected repreeantativ•• can 
be �ore fully involved in th■ 90vernaent of Northam Ireland. Let 
me ••Ya word a�out that, 

\
o1r• ct rule 1• not a eatiatactory arranqement for 9overnin9 Northern
Ireland, It va• never intended to�• other than temporary, althou;h 
it is ahowin; a durability no one could have tor••••n in lt72, 1 
and my colleagues do c�r beat to deliver 9ood 9overnment to the 
Provine■, and direct rule ha• many achiev•aent• of vhi0h w■ can be 
proud, But NIO Miniat■r• are not locally elected r■preaentativ••• 
we are not directly accountable to th• people of Northern Ireland, 
we hold too much power end local people too little, All thoae 
criticism• ot direct rule I accept. 

So the Government want• to tranaf■r power to local inatitutions. we 
want to•• • pr09r••• made to er towards devolution. He want to 
involve local people in th• •x•rci•• ef power. That c:'lln only�• 
done under arrangement• which could command support aero•• the 
col'IUl\unity. I do not imagine that a9r1ement on thoae arran;ements 
-

will be eaaily or quickly reached. Pl■xibility will be n■tde�, but, 
if the will i■ there, I do believe that a9r••m�t ou9ht to be within 
OIU:' c;ra■p. 
--

I u not wedded to any particular model of devolution, nor do I r�l• 
out any particular •t•P• down that road, it there i• widespread 
support for them. I would not rule out chan;•• to local qovernment, 
which aome want to•••· Nor do I rule out dlang•• in th• ways that 

\ wa handle legislation tor Northern Ireland at Wa1t.min1ter, but on
that point r■meml:)er that one Parliament caMot do the work of two. 
A local assembly could scrutinise le;i•lation more effectively than 
we■t.min■tar could aver find the time to dot and much of Northern 
Ireland leg{alation is tailored to the special needs and 
circumatances of paopl� here. 

so I welcome calls tor local electe4 r•praaentativea to exercise 
more power, and I want to find practical and a9r■ed arranqe=• nt• for 
them to do ■0, which we can only do thro�9h discuasion. I welcome 

©NAI/TSCH/2019/31/45 
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th• tact th,rt the-p&rtia& an thinkin;--r;,.u�uveJ.y., .. and .. �ei.r .. __ . _. 
repreaentativ•• are talkinq to u■ abo�t their idea■• there i• much

' 
talkinq ■till to do. My door i• open, and z ■ay to ay political 
eollea9uea in Northern Ireland that they are all equally welcome to 
step through it. 

Ot cour•• I rec09ni1e that' the Anqlo-tri■h Aqreement ha• appeared to 
Unioni•t• a■ 1oma ;reat barrier to politioal pr09r111. I 
under1tand, I hope, tn• •��•n9th •f �h•1• f-11n9. They are 
entitled to their opinion■ on the matter, and t hop• they will allov 
�• mine. I do believe that the principle• und•rlyin; the Aqreem■nt 
are critically relevant to the people of Northern I�•land and to 
their tuture. 

Thero doe■ need to be the agreement that there i• between our two 
Governments, reflected in Article 1, that the ■tatua of Northern 
Ireland would only be changed by majority ooMent, There do•• need 
to b• co-operation aero•• the bord•r to def,at terrorism, in our 

\ 
coMon interest. Th•re do•• naad to be a aharad undaratandinq that 
there are two traditions in Northern Ireland; that thlY can only 
live t09ether on a ba1ia of mutual respect; and that the conoarn■ Of 

/ 

the minority must be taken prop•rly into account in ;ov•rnin; 
JI Northern Ireland, And th•r• naad1 to be politioal pro;r••• vithin 

Northern Ireland, 

But let t11e alao ma>te absolutely claar that the 1ov•reiqn 
decision-making power of Har Maje1ty'a Covarnm•nt in t�i• part ot 

( 

the United Xin9dom is in no way 41min1•btd l?)' the Aqraemant. It i• 
our Govarnment and Parliament that v1ll decide wbet power• are 
devolved to Northern Ireland, and when. The cruoial tactor�111 b• 
fu" ability of the political parties in Northern Ireland to 
co-operat• anij work together, 

Th• parti•• will firat need to b• willing to talk to9ether, I hope 
that any obatacl�• which may seam to •�iat to talkin9 to;ether can 
be overcome betor• lonq, % believe they can be, With ;ood will, 
aine• I do not bali•ve the ob■tacl•• whieh some ••• ou;ht to be 
insupar&ble. 

7. 
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•aut it tbey·cannot be overcome tor the momant. ther• are aore aodeat
9nd ■till worthwhile stepa that we can taka 1n advance ot aeekin;
aqraament on any n•w atructur••· Th• political partie■ can talk
toqethar with the Government more r•;�larly about' the \�•u•• vhich
concern them, aecurity, the economy, th• ■ocial ■ervice• - the whole
ranqe or iasuea which Mini1ter■ have to deal with. And I can a■aure
tho■e who come to talk that I and my oolleaque1 will alvay■ be ready
to li■ten, to di■ousa, and·to respond to r•atcnable al'9Wllant■ about
our policia■ - aa, tor example, lrian MavhiMey ha■ recently
demonstrated durin9 the consultation on t.h• lducation �•fon Order.
tolitie1an• with their roots her• hav• a real and important
contribution to malt• en behalf of their con1tituent■, and I vant
them to �ake that eontri�ution.

There is no •�•.Y, qui.:k or tingle 1olution to our problea11. only
the qunmen ot the IRA or the uvr oelieve there i■, and they will not 
perauade the vast majority of the people of Northern Ireland. 
Fin�in9 a way forward through talkinq and neqot1atinq may take time, 
and req�ir• a lot of patience, but it i• th• only way to uke �eal 
proqr•••· It we are to be able to look ,torward with confidence to 
th• future, political progr••• need• to ba achieved. I stand rea�y 
to do all I can to make it happen, 

a 
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