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I appreciate your kindness and hospitality in inviting me to address
your current Affairs Soclety. It is a privilege and a challenge for
me as Secretary of State to pddroas an audience of young people in
the context of current affairs. I certainly look forward to your
comments and questions after my speech.

Ouring the Europsan elections, I found myself talking to candidates
for the Eurcopean Parliament who had been born since the Eurcpean
Community was conceived in the 1950s. I cannot help refleoting that
the oldest sixth-formar here was not born vhen the present period of
Troubles began twenty years ago.

It is a profound sadness to anyone of nmy age, and particularly
anyone in my position, that young people in Northern Ireland have
lived all their lives against a background of etrife and violence.

Inevitably, I have had a good deal to say about the security
situation in recent weeks, and that is what journalists seen always
most interested to hear about., I have, however, been making a series
of speeches, and talking about other ieeues which are alaso

important, such as education and training, touriam, and the
allocation of the money that the government spends in Northern
Ireland. Today, I want to talk particularly about political matters.

All of us want to see a better and more peaceful future for Northern
Ireland. I do believe that could be achieved. 2 hope you believe
that it is pessiblae too, and will not be tempted into thinking that
political violence is an inevitable and natural state of affairs.

It isn't. There i3 a better way, and I want to share with you my

thinking about how Northern Ireland might be able to look forward %o
a bettex futurs.

in talking about the future, we can never forget the past in
Northern Ireland. The past has shaped the present. S5adly, the

>
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‘history of this island has left a legacy of oonfliot in Northern
~reland. There is no escaping the fact that there is a deep
division in the community between two cultural, political and
religious traditions. '
Better, I believe, to be honest about that division than to pratend
it does not exist; and much_bottot to try to understand, raspect and
accept the existance of different traditions. The sad fact of the
past, and the present, is that so many of one tradition hava felt
unable to respect or sven tolerate the baliefs and valuee of the
other., Too hany have believed that one tradition has to "triumph"
over the other.

Those who still believe that one side or the other must triumph are
really living in the past, - suggest to you. They are condemning

the other side as losers, and thus perpetuating the ancient dispute
into the future. B8Scme will always wish that the past was different,

but none of us can rewrite history to match our aspirations for the
future.

We ali have to face Lluw facts as they aré now. The central
political fact is that a clear majority of the people of Northern
Ireland wants to renmain part of the United Kingdom. But it is also

a fact that a minority would like to eee IZeland united and the
border removed.

How do we resolve this fundamental difference? I accept that it is
fundazental. The only way the metter can be decided {in a democracy
is to respect the wishes of tha people. Their decision by a
majority = to retain the union - is entirely clear. Northern
Ireland will remain part of the UK, unless and unt{l there ie e
change of mind ~ and I sdee no sign or prospect of that in the
foresecable futura. I balieve passionately that the wishes of tha
people of Northern Ireland amust be upheld.

But I believe with egual passion that those who hold a different
viav from tho majority havo the basic human right ts expresa that
view and seek to0 persuade others, through the ballot-box and the
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@the: pyocdcvidt o6f 2 domoapaoy. It is vieal to cur demssrasy shat
fraadon shauld exist. Conctitutlional nationaliota acoapt the
democratic principle that the status of Northern Ireland would only
ke changed by majority consent. All the other constitutional

political parties in Northern Ireland, as in Qreat Britain and the
Republic, accept it.

I do believe that the two communities @an live and werk together,
and they need to do so at all levels. The cozmmunal divide lies at
the heart of our problems. Improving community relations is
therefore central to all our policies. The task is not of courss
one for the Government alone, although we are providing substantial
resources to assist worthwhile projects. Many people are working
modestly but energetically to break down traditional barriers,
remove old fears and suspicions, and help peocple to understand and
respect their differences. I admire their efforts, which offer eo
much hope for the future.

I do not believe that for nost pecple the two sides of the community
are, or need be, so very far apart. They may have more in common
than divides them, Ian’t the real diviaes vetween those who want to
live together in peace and harmony, and those who believe in violent
solutions which can only drive pecple apart and destroy? If that is
the real divide, how mech could be achieved if the political
representatives from both communities who reject vioclenece could
demonotratc thal Lhewy ceally can work togather.

No one would suggest that it is easy to make that sort of political
progreas. Clearly, it has nvar many years proved very difficule. I
do not criticise Northern Ireland’s politicians for that.

I try seriously to understand their problems. Like politicians
elsevhere, they represent the intereate and concerns of those who
eloot them. 27 their elcctors Lell them "nething deing”, we chould

NEt be very Surprised LI some peliticlans pursue a peliey ot "daing.. . . .
-mosRingt, I8 &haiv olootors rejnanr 1l *hAnght nf sonnromise, it is
that much mors difficuls for politioians to compromise,

©NAI/TSCH/2019/31/45 |
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‘_ 1 sense, however, tnat the mood of the electorate and the moed of
their politicians to a degree is changing. In some distriect
councila, lecal pelitiecians frem the twe sidas 0f the community are
trying to work together constructively. They are having soxe
success. In Farliament, I was struck by ths fact that over half of
the MP’s from Northern Ireland spoke during the debates on the
Queen’s Speech, and nade a real contribution to those debates. Two
themes recurred in almoet all the speeches: the need to overcome
terrorism and the need to make political pregress. .

The Government shares these concerns which are linked together.
Only the terrorists bsnefit from a political vacuum, Political
progress would deal a powerful blow to those who support violence.
But progress will only come about if there is the political will to
achieve it. I hope there is that will. I beliave it is just
possible there may be. All the constitutional political parties
appear to rscognise that there need to be talks and then
negotiations between them. They want to £ind ways to talk. Some of
them are trying to £ind ways. I respect thsz fer that and I 2
understand sych a role as I have.

The Government will try to help if it can, But let ms make clear
that I have no sacret plan, no hidden agenda. The agenda for any
talks must dep&Rd on the wishes of those who would mainly be doing
the talking, the politicians who rspresent the pecple of Northsrn
Ireland. But I do believs there is some common ground: the parties
who would be talking all reject violenoe; they all support
devolution in soma form, on a basis which involves both sides of the
community: and they all acknowledge the impertance of the
relationship between Northern Ireland and the Republic.

As I say, the agenda for any talks will be determined by the main
participants ' = but what of the Government's attitude? Tom Xing long
age made clear that the Government would not wish to set any
preconditions for the holding of talks. That meaps that the
Government is willing that others should come to the talks intending
to raise issues for considezation which we would not nacessarily
wish to raise ourselves.

©NAI/TSCH/2019/31/45
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." confirm that. I confirm, t00, that we are looking, as I believe
the parties are, for ways {n whiCh local elected repreesntatives can

be more fully involved in the government of Northern Ireland. Let
me say a word about that.

Direct rule is not a eatisfactory arrangement £o0r governing Northern
Ireland. It vas never intended to be other than temporary, although
it i{s showing a durability no one could have foresesn in 1972. I
and my colleagues do ocur best to deliver gooed government to the
Province, and direct rule has many achievements 0f which we can be
proud. But N10 Ministers are not locally elected representatives,
we are not directly accountable to the people of Northern Ireland,
we hold too much power end local people too little. All those
criticisms of direct rule I accept.

So the Government wants to transfer power to local institutions. We
want to see progress made to or towards devolution. We want to
involve local people in the exercise of power. That can only he
done under arrangenents which could command support across the
community. I do not imagine that agreement on those arrangements

will be easily or quickly reached. PFlexibility will be needed, but,

i2 the will is there, I do believe that agreement ought to be within

owr grasp. Sm——
/

I an not wedded to any particular model of devolutioen, nor do I rule
out any particular ateps down that road, if there is widespread
supéort for them. I would not rule out changes to local government,
which some want to ses. Nor do I rule out c¢hangas in the ways that
we handle legislation for Northern Ireland at Westminster, but on
that point remember that one Parliament canmot do the work of two.

A local assembly could scrutinise legislation more effectively than
Westminater could ever find the time to do: and much of Northern

Ireland legislation is tailored to the special needs and
circumatances of people here.

So I welceme calls for l0cal elected representatives to exarcise
more power, and I want to rind practical and agreed arrangements for
them to do so, which we can only do through discussion. I welocome

b.
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Tepresentatives are talking to us about their ideas. There is much
talking still to do. My door is open, and I say to my political

colleagues in Northern Ireland that they are all equally welcome to
step through it.

0f course I recognise that the Anglo-Irish Agreement has appeared to
Unionists as some great barrier to political progress. I
understand, I hope, the strength ef their feeling. They are
entitled to their opinions on the matter, and I hope they will allow
me mine. I do believe that the principles underlying the Agreenent

are critically relevant to the pecple of Northern Ireland and to
their futurae.

There does need to be the agreement that there is between our two
Governments, reflected in Article 1, that the status 0f Northern
Ireland would only be changed by majority consent. There does need
to ba co-operation across the border to defeat terrorism, in our
common interest. There does naad to be a sharad understanding that
there are two traditions in Northern Ireland; that they can only
live together on a basis of mutual rcspoét: and that the conoarns of
'Eﬁg_minoritx must be ;g;.n_nxgpggxx_iggg_:ggggﬂg_ig_ggzgzn1nq
Northern Ireland. And there naads to be political progress Mithin
MES;GE;;;-E;;lund.

But let me also maxe absolutely claar that the .ovoroign
decision-making power of Har Majesty’a Govarnment in tRhis part of
the United Kingdom is in ne way diminished by the Agreement. It is
our Government and Parliament that will decide-what povers are
devolved to Northern Ireland, and when. The erusial factor will be
GH;’ability of the political parties in Northern Ireland to
co-operate and work tecgether.

The parties will firat need to be willing to talk together. I hope

. that any Obstaclgs which may ceam to exiat to talking together can
bae overcome bafore long. _E_bolicvg_ggoy can be, with good will,
since I do not believe the obstacles which some see ought to be
inauperable.

©NAI/TSCH/2019/31/45
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‘But if they cannot be overcome for the momsnt, there are more modest
énd still worthwhile steps that we can take in advance of seexing
agreerent on any new structures. The political parties can talk
together with the Government more regularly about the issues which
concern them, security, the economy, the social services - the whole
range of issues which Ministers have to deal with. And I can assure
those who come to talk that I and my Colleagues Will always be ready
to listen, to discuss, and to respond to reascnable argumsnts sbout
our policies ~ as, for eXample, Brian Mawvhinney has recently
denmonstrated during the consultation on the RBducation Reform Order.
Politiciane with their roots here have a real and important
contribution to make on behalf of their conatituents, and I want
then to make that contribution.

There i8 no easy, quick or single solution to our problems. Only
the gunmen of ﬁh. IRA or the UVF believe theres is, and they will not
persuade the vast majority of the people of Northern Ireland.
Finding a way forward through talking and negotiating may take time,
and require a lot of patience, but it is the only way to make real
progress. If we are to be able to look Sforward with contidence to
the future, political progress needs to be achieved. I stand ready
to do all I can to make it happen.

©NAI/TSCH/2019/31/45
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