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CX>NFIDENTIAL 

IMMEDIATE 

• 
_(j_ 

C.159

18 AUGUST 1989

TO HQ FROM WASHINGTON 

FOR KEVIN DOWLING FROM D KELLEHER 
�JKHQF 

SUBJ1 PROPOSED US TRAVEL ADVISORY 

1. FURTHER TO HY C158 OF TODAY PLEASE FIND ANNEXED TO THIS TELEX
THE TEXT OF THE TRAVEL ADVISORY tN QUESTION, WHICH I OBTAINED FROM 
LONQMYER OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT.

2. LONQMYER SUMMARISED..).$ FOLLOWS THE 'TALKING POINTS' SENT TO
AMBASSADOR HECKLER FOR )4£ IN HER CONVERSATION TODAY �ITH THE
HINISTER1 �St 

THE ADVISORY DOES NOT ADVISE AGAINST TRAVEL TO NORTHERN 
IRELAND. IT FOCUSSES INSTEAD ON DELAYS FOR INTENDING 
TRAVELLERS 

THE US RECOGNISE THE VALIDITY OF THE MINISTER'S CONCERNS. 
HOWEVER, THE US BELIEVE THAT AN ANNOUNCEMENT TO TRAVELLERS 
lS NECESSARY AND IN THIS CONTEXT REFER TO THE PAM AM 103 
INCIDENT. THE US UNDERSTAND THAT THE INCIDENTS ON THE 
DUBLIN/BELFAST RAIL LINE ARE NOT AIMED AT AMERICANS 

THE US HAVE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT THE CONCERNS ABOUT AFFORDING 
A PROPAGANDA VICTORY TO TERRORISTS. 

3. LONGMYER EMPHASISED TWO POINTS THAT THE ADVISORY WAS A MILD
ONE AND ADDED THAT THE BRITISH HAD BEEN CONCERNED AT THE PROSPECT
OF A STRONGER ADVISORY. 



WOTE 

FOR TRAVELLERS TO NORTHERN IRELAND 

TRAVELERS TO NORTHERN IRELAND SHOULD BE AWARE THAT FREQUENT BOMB 
THREATS AND SMALL EXPLOSIONS BY THE PROVISIONAL IRISH REPUBLICAN 
ARMY HAVE INT£RRUPTED RAIL SERVICE, ESPECIALLY ON THE BELFAST­
llUJLIN LINE. SINCE THE EXPLOSIVES HAVE BEEN PLACED ON THE TRACKS 
AND NOT ON THE TRAINS AND AUTHORITIES HAVE RECEIVED WARNINGS, 
THERE HAVE BEEN NO INJURIES OR DEATHS TO DATE. AUTHORITIES HAVE 

• RESPONDED BY CLOSING THE TRACKS AND PROVIDING ALTERNATIVE
TRANSPORTATION BY BUSa TRAVELERS SHOULD BE PREPARED FOR DELAYS
AND SHOULD FOLLCN THE ADVICE OF THE AUTHORITIES.

UNQUOTE.
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