
Reference Code: 2019/31/13

Creator(s): Department of the Taoiseach

Accession Conditions: Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. 
May only be reproduced with 
the written permission of the 
Director of the National 
Archives. 



ROINN AN TAOISIGH 
F. 2. 

Uimhir ................. .. 

Northern Ireland: South African involvement 

Ambassador Fenn, phoned at approximately 2.30 p.m. today 
saying that the Foreign Office would be requiring the 
withdrawal of three South African diplomats from London. 
This would be done within about the next five minutes. 

The FCO are not suggesting that these diplomats themselves 
were involved in the arms affair. They simply want to 
register the grave concern of the British Government that 
South Africa should be trying to acquire advanced missile 
technology knowing that the funds involved would be used by 
Ulster extremists - of any persuasion. 

The Ambassador was anxious that the Taoiseach should know 
immediately of the proposed action. 

I thanked him for his message and said that I would convey 
it as requested. 

5 May 1989 

cc Secretary Dorr, Department of Foreign Affairs 
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8klTAll UQUIITI WlTRDAAWAL OF TBRU 10 

• On the ln,tr�ctlon• of the seer•tary of State, th• P•r•n•nt Under
Sear•tary of ltate, Bir Patrick Writht,/•�=m�ne4. ih• loutb Afrioan
�mba1aa4or, Mr Rae Killen. to the rorei9n Office thi• afternoon.

- Bir P Wr19ht aaid that we had aon•i4ere4 a•refully the South
African Government'• reaponst, in particular General Malan'•
atatement to the IA Parli•m•nt on 3 May. We noted their expreaaion•
or :re9ret.

- However, tht IAQ ahou14 Munder no illu•ione alx>ut th• grave
coneern with which HMG vi•w•d the lnvolveDtnt by SA official, ln
th1e •tta1r. lu1v1nv re9ar<1 t� t.h• VJt arm■ e111t..ar9 .. •• we11 •• du�
ncurlty aituatiOl'.l ·ln Northern lnhnd where the liv•• of inno1;:•nt
people ar•· at riek.

- Bacou•e of th• 9ravity of tbit aff•ir,·KMG had decided thot the
SAG ■hould be r•que,ted io withdraw three �•mbera of SA Zmbas1y.
'l'hef •hould leave the Uk within 7 daye.

- The South African AJnboasador was told that any ret•liat1on wo�ld
be entirely Ynjuatified,

···--· ---·••······ ..�

. •.. .. . .


	Reference Codex
	sBinder24
	TSCH_2019_31_13_010
	TSCH_2019_31_13_011




