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CONFIDENTIAL 

I II II 

FOR D. O'DONOVA'l 

SOUTH AFRICAN INVOLVE�ENT WITH LOYALIST PARAMILITARIES 
------------------------------------------------------

IN THE COURSE OF A ·-1EETIIIG YESJ':qDAY AFTERW)()\J WITH AUSTIN ',/iLSn11, 
UNO ER -SECRETARY, 'I O �THE R 'I l q "LA� D ') FF ICE , I O A IS E O TH IS MA TT co 1,/ ITH 
H P1 ST R E S S HI G OU q v E E ° C O II C E O 'I S A J ,) IJ T T 'I E 'I i S E CU q I T Y I '1 o LI C A T I () '! S , 
SPECIFICALLY THE EXT"'IT TO ,-/HiCH LOYALiST PARAt11L!TAqIE5 HAO ALREADY 
MANAGED TO IMPORT LA�GE OUA•lT IT i ES 'lF �Ri1S, THE clREACHE S OF SEC UR i TY 
AT S HO R T S I N S T ALL AT I O �I S A II O A T A T E0 q I T ') R l A L A R '1 Y fJ A S E A II D T HE 
QUEST I Oil OF A POSS iSLE Ld!K 3ET\-/EE:J MEi1'JE0S OF LOYALIST TEqRORiST 
ORGANISATIONS ANO SERVING PERSO��EL I� TrlE T.A. I� �ORTHEqN IRELAND 
AND I ASKED FOR OFFICIAL lACKGR OU'ID lRi"Fi'-!G. 

'1 R • W I L S ON A SK E D ,•I E T O C O t1" T 'l Y l S 'l F F i C ': L AT E R Y E 5 T H D A Y E V Elli ; r r, Hl 
RESPOND TO MY EARLIER REPRESE•HATiO'IS. uE S�iD THAT, Si'IC:: THE THEFT 
FR() '1 THE S HO q T S FA C T IJ R Y A T C q 'l SS<; A , , fJ A L L Y 'I AH i ·IC Y AT TH E EN D O F 
1CTIJfJEq 1983, A THIJROur.u qEVIE',J OF S':C'Jsl TY Y.•J "EE'/ CAR'1IED 0Uf 
UiJDER THE AEGIS Of TriE ·'l"JIST'!Y 'lF �EF::.'ICE. TuiS 0AD R::SULT"� i'I A 

'I IJ '•10 E R O f 111 P q O VE '1 :: '! T S T 1) S :: C IJ O i T Y ,\ 0 , .; 'I r, ': '•I E ·' T S , G )T 'l I 'I R E LAT I '1 'I T 0 
THE SECURITY OF TH: ooE'liScS •ti) T'J TUE �ECIJDifY :.CREE'll':G 0F STAFF 
E:1PLOYED AT THE FACT•1°v. 1./lL$'1': \Jf1LiL) '10T <iE �q�•-·/'! 0'1 T4E DETAILS OF 
THE CHANGES THAT HAD PEE'/ "lADE 'JUT SAID TH�.T HE SECR':TAqy OF STATE 
FOR �EFENCE A.'JD THE SEC 0 :: TA•Y '.lF SHTE FOR 1/0RT"ce.'I IRELA'ID HAD 
EX? RESSE O THEMSELVES T .1 3 :: SAT IS F I ED !·/ 1T µ THE 'I:: ·-1 SEC •J q IT Y 
ARRANGE1ENTS AT THE FACT');y_ 

SIMILARLY, Sl.'ICE T4E THEFT A CJUPLE OF WEEKS AGIJ FRO, THE T.A. BASE 

©N�I/TSCH/2019/31/13 
--



• 

AT NEWTOWNARDS, A FULL SECURITY REVIEW WAS BEING CARRIED OUT INTO 
SECURITY AT THE BASE A ND AT OTHER SUCH B A SES IN NORTHERN IRELAND. 

WILSON CONFIRMED THAT ONE OF THE THREE A RRESTED IN PARIS, QUINN, W AS 
A M EM B E R O F T H E T . A . S E R V PIG A T 'I E WT () W N A R O S A N D T H E S E CU R I T Y R E'V l E W 
WOULD BE CONCERNED WITH POSSlALE INVOLVEMENT OF MEM9ERS OF THE T.A . 
WITH LOYALIST PARAMILITARY ORGANISATIONS. 

WILSON SAID TH AT THE ITEMS STOLEN FROM SHORTS WERE PARTS OF THE 
'BLOWPIPE' SYSTEM A ND A BLOWPIPE TRAINING SIMULATOR AND ALSO PARTS OF 
THE 'JAVELIN' SYSTEM. NO�E OF THE ITEMS WERE CAPABLE OF OPERATIONAL 
USE. THE EQUIPMENT STOLEN FROM THE T.A. BASE WAS A TRAINING MODEL IN 

SECTIONS A ND THIS WAS ALSO NOT CAPA BLE OF BElNG USED OPERATIONALLY. 

WILSON WAS NOT IN A POSITION TO TELL ME VERY MUCH ABOUT THE 
BACKGROUND DETAIL TO THE STORY BUT SAID THAT DA VlD MCKlTTRICK'S 
REPORT ON PAGE 3 OF YESTERDAY'S LONDON INDEPENDE'IT l. A S GENER ALLY 
ACCURATE. HE WOULD NEITHER CONFIRM �OR DENY THAT THERE W A S EVIDENCE 
THA T THE S. A. GOVER�MENT H A O ALRE A DY ASSISTED THE LOY ALISTS 
FINANCIALLY AND WITH CONTACTS ON THE INTERNATIO�AL ARMS MARKET TO 
OBTAIN WEAPONS WHICH HAD BEEN PUPCHASED lN LESANNOH. 

THE PA RIS TRIO HAVE ALREADY BEEN CHARGED AND ARE NOW UNDER 
INTERROGATION BY THE EXAMl�ING M A GISTRATE. WILSON HAD �O INFORMATION 
ABOUT WHETHER THEY HAD HADE ANY STATEMENTS i� THE COURSE OF 
'.lUEST lONlNG. 
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