
Reference Code: 2019/101/2225

Creator(s): Department of Foreign Affairs 

Accession Conditions: Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. 
May only be reproduced with 
the written permission of the 
Director of the National 
Archives. 



0375C 

TO HQ fROM-BELFAST 
25 APRIL 1989 

FOR D. O'D� !FROM O HUIGINN 

S?;ZZ/TOT/E?TOZ/'v'.:JO/l'�(N, 

DAT� .... .• 

tNITIAlS ..... . 

TANAlSTE'S STATEMENT ON LOYALlST/SOUTH AFRlCAN AFFAIR 
-----------------------------------------------------

1. MR. RYAN BRIEFED YOU ON THE CHANGES THE BRITISH SIDE HAD
SUGGE�TED IN THE TANAISTE'S DRAFT DAIL STATEMENT AND THEIR CONCERN
EXPRESSED BY MR. AUSTIN WILSON THAT SOME INFORMATION GIVEN TO US ON
A CONFIDENTIAL BASIS WAS BEING USED IN THE STATEMENT. WE INFORMED
THEM THAT IT WAS TOO LATE TO CHANGE THE TEXT WHICH HAD BEEN
DISTRIBUTED BUT THAT THE TANAISTE WOULD, IF POSSIBLE, BE INFORMED OF -
THEIR SENSITIVITIES ON THE ISSUE.

2. -IN LATER CONTACTS WITH MR .. MASEFIELD MR. RYAN AND I MADE A
NUMBER OF POJNTS:

(A) WE ALWAYS RESPECTED THE GROUND-RULES OF CONFIDENTIALITY WHEN
ASKED TO DO SO, OR 1-t.lDEED WHENEVER WE FELT• OF OUR OWN ACCORD THAT
MATTERS WERE SENSITIVE. WE COULD BE FO�GIVEN FOR NOT REGARDING THE
INFORMATION GIVEN TO US JN JHIS LlGHf, SINCE IT WAS ALREADY IN THE
NEWSPAP£RS OR IN SIR GEOFFREY HOW§_''S PARLIAMENTARY STATEMENT •• THE 
FACT OF A DEGREE OF OFFICIAL CO�FlRMATION OF REPORTS ALREADY IN THE
PUBLIC DOMAIN DID NOT SEEM-AS MOMENTOUS TO US AS IT APPARENTLY DlD TO 
THEM. THAT BEING SAID, lT REMAINED OUR POSITlON TH�T RULES OF 
CONFIDENCE WOULD ALWAYS BE RESPECTED, AND WOULD HAVE BEEN ON THlS
OCCASlON, HAD THEY REQUESTED IT, BUT THEY HAD NOT.

(B) WE SAID THE ISSUE RAISED A DEEPER QUESTION FOR US, WHICH WE
ASKED MR. MASEFIELD TO CONVEY TO HIS AUTHORITIES. THIS !NU.DENT
INVOLVED AN APPARENT ATTEMPT TO IMPORT WEAPONS WHICH WERE�ENDED
FOR TERRORISM IN IRELAND. IT INVOLVED THEFT OF MISSILE PARTS WHICH
GAVE RISE TO VERY REAL FEARS THAT THEY COULD BE USED AGAINST OUR
JURISDICTION, AND IT POSED OBVIOUS QUESTIONS ABOUT COLLUSION BETWEEN



• LOYALIST EXTREMISTS ANO MEMBERS OF THE SECURITY FORCES IN NORTHE�N
IRELAND. THE IMPORTANCE OF THE INCIDENT FOR US WAS REFLECTED IN SIX
PARllA11ENTARY QUESTIONS TO THE TANAISTE ON THE ISSUE. I SAID THAT
WE HAO FRANKLY BEEN OISAPPOINTEO AT THE BRITISH RESPONSE TO OUR
CONCERNS TO OATE, INVOLVING A MEAGRE SUPPLY OF INFORMATIUON WHICH
FELL FAR SHORT OF WHAT WAS IN THE MEDIA. WE HAO NOT ASKED FOR
SENSITIVE SECURITY DETAILS, BUT RATHER FOR THE KIND OF BROAD 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION WHICH WOULD ENABLE THE TANAISTE TO GIVE A
SENSE TO THE OAlL ANO PUBLIC THAT THE AGREEMENT WAS WORKING WELL IN 
THIS AREA, ANO THAT OUR CONCERNS WER� MEETING THE KINO OF IMMEDIATE 
ANO FULL RESPONSE FROM THE BRITIS� SIDE THE PUBLIC WOULD tXPECT IN A
cAsE As sERious As THis. I sAio :i;-.-

r

eLr.THAT ·.IF THE. ,._A'N",otl·tr:e•s TEXT
HAO TRI E O TO MASK A LACK OF FULL 6 R BRIEF ING IN TH IS AR EA THE 10 U EST ION 
WHICH WE FELT SHOULD BE AODRESS�•WASlWHY SUCH FULLER BRIEFING WAS NOT
FORTHCOMING IN THE FIRST PLACE. •�·/p"··01f"tff'EO MR.· MAS:(!'i.fELO 'Otl··THE BROAD
LINES OF THE DAIL DEBATE, EMPHASISING THAT THE IMPLICATION OF RECENT 
BRIEFING FROM THE BRITISH SIDE Itl THE.;�H .. NAJSTE 'S STATEblENT HA-D BEEN
AS POLITICALLY HELPFUL AS ITS AB,5ENCE·•:_wci"l'lL;�,.Riv'.e-•,1frEW''DAMAGI!IG. I
STRESSED AGAIN OUR( CONCERN TO HA'VE �-,FULi:·�{. B __ R,,I.r.i's_"li·��E,$P0"1pE

0 

TO OUR
EAR LI ER REQUEST FOR BA CKG ROUND IN f'0fi1Mf<'T'J ON� A'li'0,0-T 'T,lii�. l·�C:1,oieNJ AND 
THEIR PROPOSE O RE AC TI ON TO IT. ·:� .. ,\.�•-�;,·.:>·�'\,t?:.::-:�\ ·:: :·,: '.,- •
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