
Reference Code: 2019/101/2225

Creator(s): Department of Foreign Affairs 

Accession Conditions: Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. 
May only be reproduced with 
the written permission of the 
Director of the National 
Archives. 



XEROX TELECOPIER 295: 23- 4-89: 5:oa PM: 
012466961 ♦ 

012456961➔ 

764606 I f 1 

754505:tl 1 

SENT B'r': IRISH EMBASSY 
; 24- 4-89 4: 06PM ; 

• 
F .U COVEii SHUT 

Faz le, 

Date1 TI.HI 

For1 

From1 

Total number or pa5ea, including this cover 1heet1 

Brier description or mater1a11 

Any special in1tructiona1 -----------------------

Transmitting operator: -
---------------------

Th1a material 1s being sent from Fax phone Ro. 

Thia number ahould be used tor return Faxing. 

It there is any problems en r1c11pt please phone transmitting 

operator at 235-2171. 

0 

©NAI/DFA/2019/101/2225 



• 

0 

To: 11,Q. 

Por: Tom RUl■ell 

,u 

IIIIIIDIATI 

Pro1111 Lonc!on 
Prom: s; o••eill 

Private Rotict Que1tion on the 
Arre1t of three Ul■terJNn in Parl• 

q,ralc! xaurmn (LabOur roreign Affair■ apoke111an) a■kac! a■offrey Bowe 
whither he woulc! 111kt • 1tat .. ent on OovernJaent policy toward• south 
Africa followi119 the arre■t of three WA •n in coJIIPany with a south 
African DiplotMt anc! • o�s. ani■ c!ealer, 

Bon replied that bi had been infotinec! by the rrench Qovernmtnt on 
21 April of the arr■1t of three Dl1t■rmen. con1ular ace••• la 1tlll 
being ■0119ht to the thr•• o.x. citi11n1. The Government ii 
1eriou1ly conc,rntd by the 1ub1tance of the char911 brought a9ain1t 
tti.a; The aatter i■ at pre■ant aub judlct, The south African 
Allba■■1dor in Lendon ha1 been 1111110n■d to the Poreign Office to bt 
told of tile 9rave view taken by the Briti1h authorities. security 
at Short■ and other ••tabliahmente ia being reviewed by secr,tary of 
Stitt Ung. 

X■uf•n vent on to aak whether it i■ not the 01,e that weapona auppllec! 
by south Africa have already been u1ed in attack• in Northern Irelanc! 
incluc!i119 grenac!t■ thrown at the pelice; Bad Bowe, la■t aonth; or the 
Print Miniet,r, thi• 110nth, rai■ed thia aatter with the South African 
authorities in tbf__lr respective vi1it1 to that country? Would the 
Gover111111nt confer with other &IC Governaent1 to take united action to 
e1pal all the south African aria, dealer• operating in the comunity under 
diplaaatio cover? 

Bove replied that the g;x, re111ina comitted to the 1r1111 ellbargo. 
There i• • loft9 way to go before definite conclu1ion■ can be made 
about thi■ .. tt■r, 

In reply to• que1tion fro• Ivor Stanbrook •• to whether there ii 
any evidence that south African veepon1 have already bean uaec! in 
terrori■t inoiCS.nt1 in Morthern Ireland, Bowe 1114 that it it not 
pea■ible to offer concluaive evidence at the aOMnt but if it were 
eatabliahed that SA weapon, hac! been uaad thia would; or courae, add 
to the gravity of the aituation. 

M■rtin Smth who••• tlie only Morthern Ireland polit1oan apart from 
Molyneaux In the Bou•• aeked whether Bowe could confirm that the three 
were OI>A •n• Be 1110 111■ae the point t�4l it waa hypooritical of c�rt■!n 
MP■ to attack 8outb Africa without •ntioning the link between the AJIC 
and the IJIA. 

In re■pon1e Bowe •aid that ha could net be apeoific on the queetion 
of the three being ODA •n. Any involv■111ent on either aid• of the 
tragic conflict in Northern Ireland ii to be deplorec!, 

In reply to Merlyn Rtee, Bowe ••id that the availability of weapone 
to eithar aide lo lortbern Ireland 1• 1omething which the Covernaent 

©- / / 
1111,t do ita bHt to p·revent. 
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In a further reply to a Labour backbencher, Bowe said that it ii 
clear that there ta very genuine concern on all aide• of the House 
at the 1qilication1 of the fact, •• 10 far known, Preciaaly how 
thi1 matter ahould be equated with the action■ of other Government• 
has to be cona1dered but the covern11111nt h•• a duty to leave every 
Government in no doubt as to how aerioualy the_Brit11h re�•rd auch 
matters, 

Please c.c. D. O'Donovan, 
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