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INMBDIATE

To: H.Q. Prom: London
Por: Tom Russell Prom: 8. O'Neill

Private Notice Question on the
Arrest of three Ulstermen in Paris

Gerald Kaufman (Labour roreign Affairs apokesman) asked Geoffrey Howe
whether he would make a stateaent on Government policy towards South
Africa folloving the arrest of three UDA men in company with a South
African Diplomat and a U.S. arms dealer.

Howe replied that he had been informed by the French Government on
21 April of the arrest of three Ulstermen. Consular access is still
being sought to the three U.K. citizens. The Government ie
seriously concerned by the substance of the charges brought against
them. The matter is at present aub judice. The South African
Amhassador in London has been summoned to the Poreign Office to be
told of the grave view taken by the British authorities. Security
at Shorts and other sestabliahments ia being reviewed by Secretary of
State Xing.

Xaufman went on to aak whether it is not the case that weapons supplied
by South Africa have already been used in attacks in Northern Ireland
including grenades thrown at the police. Had Howe, last month, or the
Prime Minister, this month, raised thia matter with the South African
authoritiea in their respective visits to that country? Would the
Government confer with other EREC Governments to take united action to
expel all the South African arms dealers operating in the community under
diplomatic cover?

Hove replied that the U.K. remaina comitted to the srms ewbargo.

There ia a long way to go before definite conclusions can be made
about this mattec.

In reply to a guestion from Ivor Stanbrook as to whether there is
any evidence that South African weapona have already been uaed in
terrorist incidents in Northern Ireland, Howe said that it is not
possible to offer concluaive evidence at the moment but if it were
establiahed that SA weapons had been uaad thia would, of courae, add
to tha gravity of the aituation.

Martin Smyth who was the only Northern Ireland politiocan apart from
Molyneaux the House aeked whether Howe couid confirm that the three

were UDA men, He 2ls0 made the point that it waa hypooritical of certsin
MPs to atteck Bouth Africa without mentioning the link between the AKC
o and the IRA.
In response Howe said that hs could not be speoific on the question
of the three being UDA man. Any involvement on either aide of the
tragic conflict in Northern Izeland is to be deplored.

In reply to Merlyn Rees, Howe said that the availability of weapons
to eithar side in Northern 1reland is something which the Government
st do {ta best to prevent.
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In a further reply to a Labour backbencharz, Howe said that it is
clear that there is very genuine concern on all sides of tha Bouse
at the implications of the facts as 80 far known, Precisely how
this matter should be equated with the actions of other Governments
has to be considered but the Government has a duty to leave every
Government in no doubt as to how serioualy the British ragard such
matters, !

Please ¢c.c. D. O'Donovan.
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