
Reference Code: 2019/101/2223

Creator(s): Department of Foreign Affairs 

Accession Conditions: Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. 
May only be reproduced with 
the written permission of the 
Director of the National 
Archives. 



D •• lPHY 

Gener•! Secr,t•rr 

T. McKEVITT 

0.ol:iov'V\ I 

. { ,N? /,,._ 
GHTY 

NIGAN 

Assist. Gener•! Secretaries 

c,{ evr- ), ;_._, ,/-� 
tl/? vJc,l,/., � rr 

PUBLIC SERVICE 
EXECUTIVE UNION 

OURREF. B.S. 80/89 

YOUR REF. 

13th Ootobo, 1989 
lvv j (f; Cq,�r;/, , 

_I.e .• r_.U._PET.ITION ______ PROTECT_THE_RA_IL_LINK.

� � 
Dear Br.3nch Secretary, /'ill�-, 0 I -J,b 'II.A) Y""- <'I ' \ 

'l-.\.;(.,I) 
You will have seen from Press publicity that the Irish Con9ress 
of Trade Unions has decided to undertake a major campai9n a9ainst 
the bombin9 and disruption of the Railway Line between Dublin and 
Belf.3st. 

The purpose of the campai9n is : 

a) to protect the lives of workers and passen9ers on
the �-,1 !ways ;

b) to protect the jobs of Railway workers ;

c) to prevent the economic damage which the disruption
causes to the economy on both sides of the border

d) to protect the right of passengers to travel freely
by rail between the two largest population centres
on the island

The campaign consists of a_special_petition in which Unions are 
being asked to collect the signatures of members; a_major_rally
of workers from North and South and ■eetin�s_with_Hinisters_ in 
Dublin and Belfast. 

This Union, along with all other Trade Unions affiliated to ICTU, 
has been asked to collect signatures for the petition. I enclose 
copies of the petition form and would ask that you ask members to 
sign it. The petition forms should be returned to Union Head 
Office not_later_than_Friday_l7_November ... The petition forms will 
then be transmitted to ICTU. You may make additional copies of 
the blank petition form if you do not have enou9h in the amount 
supplied. 
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GENERAL SECRETARY. 

To Each Branch Secretary 
(Copy to each E.C. Member> 

©NAI/DFA/2019/101/2223 
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WE THE UNDERSIGNED CALL ON THE GOVERNMENTS IN BOTH THE REPUBLIC AND 

NORTHERN IREL AND TO TAKE ALL STEPS NECESSARY TO -MAINTAIN-'THE - -
DUBLIN- BELFAST R AILWAY LINE AND TO PROTECT IT AG AINST TERRORIST 
ATTACKS. THIS VITAL SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC LINK WHICH SURVIVED THE 
CIVIL WAR AND THE SECOND- WORLD WAR MUST NOT BE SEVERED. THE 
THRE AT TO THE LIVES AND LIVELIHOODS OF WORKERS MUST BE RESISTED 
AND THE RIGHT OF PASSENGERS TO TRAVEL IN SAFETY MUST BE 
PROTECTED. 

IRISH CONGRESS OF TRADE UNIONS 
19 RAGLAN ROAD, BAL.LSBRIDGE, DUBLIN • 

3 WELLINGTON PARK, BELFAST BT9 6D. 
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