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,-----------r!"RESSEMITTEILUNG-------------

PRESS RELEASE 

Der Generalbundesanwalt teilt mll:

The Federal Attorney G•n•ral releaaea 
the followinq communication: 

Botachatt von Irland 

z. Hd. Frau Welter

Bonn 

Telefax 373500 

Th• Federal Attorney General has indicted 

1. the British citizen Terence Gerard McGeough,
born on 2nd September 1958 In Carrycaatle, Dungannon
County Tyrone (Northern Ireland),

z. the British citizen Gerard Thomaa Hanratty,
born on 26th January 1959 In tielfaat (Northern Ireland),

in the bill of indictment dated 16th May 1989 before the 
5th Hiqh Criminal Court at the H;9hAr RPQi�nal Court 
Dtisseldorf for suapected ;oint attempted murder (the 
accused McGeough in three cases, the accuaed Hanratty in 
two cases) and other criminal offencea. 

In the meantime the bill of indictment has been aerved 
upon the Accuee�. 

• The accused are suspected of bein9 member• of the terroriat

organization Proviaional Irish Republican Army IPIRA) that
exists in Northern Ireland,
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In pursuit of their political 9oal, namely the establish­

ment of a socialiat republic in • united Ireland and a 

complete separation from the United Kingdom, the members 

of the PIRA, who are recruited from the Catholic minority 

in the population, perpetrate above all murder attempts 

, _______ ,.�nd bomb_attacka ...0n pr"°mine.ntJr.otestants in Northe_r_n _______ _
Ireland, and aoldier1 0£ the British Army engaged in 

Northern Ireland. However, the tarrori1t activitiea of th• 

PIRA are not restricted to Great Britain and Ireland; on 

the contrary, from the be9inning the PIRA has also carried 

out attacks on British military personnel and installations 

on the continent. 

The PIRA came into exiatence in 1969/70 when it split away 

from the Irish Republican Army (IRA), the militant Catholic 

resistance movement that had been fi9hting for a united 

Ireland and a complete separation from the United Kingdom 

of oreat 8ritain and Northern Ireland since 1916. The PIRA 

9enerally refers to it1elf as the "IRA", •ince it claims 

to 0• it1 true auccea•or, 

The aceu1ed are charged with havinQ taken part in the 

following attacks, for which the PIRA has itself claimed 

responsibility: 

- on 23rd March 1987 members of the PIRA carried out a bomb

attack on an officers' mess at the NATO Headquarters

"Joint Headquarters" in M�nchengladbach-Rheindahlen to

which the headquarters of the British Army of the Rhine

and the Royal Air Force Germany belonq in particular,

Thirty-$ix people were injured when the device that had

been concealed in a car parked next to the mess exploded;
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in addition, damaQe amounting to approximatoly 2 million 

marks waa caused. The accuaed McGeouqh is char9ed with 

havin9 1upplied the car that the bomb was hidden in, •• 

well a1 an additional car that was uaed for preparin9 

the attack, while knowing the purpoa• for which they 

, 6 

_________ __.J<w.er� intended---------------------------

- On 13th July 1�88, with the co-operation of the accused

McGeou9h and Hanratty. unknown members of the PlRA

detonated two exploaive device& that had bean placed

aqainst the outside wall of aoldiera' quarter• at the

British Glamor9an Barracks in Du�sburq-Wanhaim. Aa a

result, ten of the 61 soldier• sleeping in the quarters at

the time of the explosion were injured. Damage a�ounting

to almost 2 million marks was also caused.

After the attack at Glamorqan Barrack• the accused HcGeough 

and Hanratty and the other perpetrator& drove away from the 

scene of the crime in a car with a falae Dutch reqiatration 

number. In the a&im Knevelahof road in Duisbur9 the car, 

which was drivinq at exceesive speed, attracted the attention 

of a radio patrol which took up the pUr8uit, When the patrol 

car that was manned with one police officer wa5 able to 

catch up within about 130 yarda due to roadwork•, several 

well-aimed bursts of fire from two AK 47 Avtomat-Kalaschni­

kowa automatic rifles were fired out of the ;etaway car at 

the officer, 

When the accused McCeough and Hanratty were arrested on 

30th Auouat 1988 near Waldfeucht-BrU;;elchen, after crossin; 

the border between Holland and Germany in a car that the 

accused Mcceough had hired by preaantin; forged identifica-
::> 

©NAI/DFA/2019/101/2216 



1\1...r.;v/\ 11..Lt:..L-UI--' It.� 295 

1989-06-14 

• 

14 6-89:12!17 PM; 

13: 14 IRISH EMB BCN-l 

- 4 -

49 228 373500 + 

49 228 373500 

764505 

07 

tion document•, they had two AK 47 Avtomat-Kalaaehnikowa 

automatic rifles with them, among other weapona. One of 

these rif�•• waa the one used during the car chaae in 

Ouiaburo, In addition, the accused were in poaaeeaion of 
the two false Dutch number platea that were on the car 

------��nal: lhe perpetrators eacaped in after the attack at 

Olamor9an Barrack,. 

The accused McGeouqh and Hanratt� have been remanded in 

custody since 31at Auquat 1988, when warrant• were issued 

for their arrest by the Preliminary Proceedinqa Judqe at 

the Fedoral Supreme Court. 

The Federal Attorney General has taken charge of the prose­

cution of the criminal offence• in accordance with section 
120, paragraph 2, no. 2 and 3 of the Judicature Act: the 

case is one of ep�cial importance in the sense ol these 

provisions, particularly on account of.the large number of 

victims who were supposed to ba murdered in the course of a 

larqe-acale PIRA attac� offenaive on one of the most impor­

tant partners of the Federal Republic of Oermany in the NATO 

Alliance. 
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