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• BROADCASTING AND TERRORISM

STATEftENT BY THE HOME SECRETARY, 

19 OCTOBER 1988

With permission, 11r Sceoker, I wish to moke o statement cbout 
cccess to the brocdcost rnedio by certain orgonisctions in 

/ 

Northern Irelond, 

For some time broodcost coverage of events in· Northern 
Ireland hos included the occos!onol cpcecrcnce of 
reoresentatives of oa�ami Htcry orgcnisctions and their 
Political wings, who hove used these occortunlties os on 
cttemot to Justify their criminal activities. Such 
000eoronces hove caused wides0reod offence to viewers and 
listeners throughout the United Kingdom, oartlculorly in the 
aftermath of a terrorist outrage. 

The terrorists themselves drew su00ort and sustenance from 
hcvlng occess to radio end television, and from addressing 
their views more directly to the oooulction et large than 1s 
ooss lb 1 e through the p reu, The Government hos dee 1 ded the t 
the time hos now come to deny this easy olotform to thdse who 
use it to crocogote terrorism. Accordingly, 
issued to the Chairmen of the BBC and the IBA o 

I hove; today 
I 

Notice, �under 

. -- __ ,,_ ....... ·---· 

(I.ff 
V....,fJ� 
(I..• /6 l(/)114

lOJi""' 

r�/to. 

.. 



SENT BY:JRISH EMBASSY ;19-10-B8 4:55PM ; 012456961➔ 353 1 712116;" 3 

1, ·•. . '
2. 

• 
the Licence and A;ree�ent and under the Broodcostin; Act1 respectively, reaulring them to refro{n from broodcosting

. . . 

direct statements by re0reuntatives· of orecnisottansDroscribed in Northern Ireland and Great Britain and byrepreJentotivu of Sinn Fein, Recublicon Sinn Fein and theUlster Defence Association, The Notices will also crohibitthe broadcasting of statements by any cerson which suoport orinvite su00ort for these organisations. The restrictions1, 
will not 000ly to the broodcost of croceedings in Porlioment,1' and in order not to imoair the obli;atfon· rin the broadcastersto orovide on impartial covera;e of elections the Noticeswill have a more limited effect durin; election periods.Cooies of the Notices hove today been deposited in theLibrary, and further copies ore ovoiloble from the VoteOffice so thot honourable �embers will be able to study theirdetailed effect. 

These restrictions follow closely the lines of similarProvisions which hove been ocerotin; in the Republic ofIreland for some veers Dost.
or;onisotions ore prevented from ocpeoring on Irishtelevision, but because we hove hod no eauivolentrestrictions in the United Kingdom they con nevertheless bese,n on BBC and ITV services in Northern Ireland, where theirJ OPPeoronces cause the gravest offence,· ond in Greet Bri toin.

Representatives of these

I 
i J The Government's decision today means :that both In the United

• 

i Kingdom end in the Irish Recubllc su_ch O0oeor0nces will beprevented .. ! 
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Broadcosters hove a dangerous
reporting events·. in No'rthern

'IP.-, .... .,.,F,.._ ______ , 

to u: CHl!Ci:Eo 
AGAl�ff. - C- - L.iVE::.RY

and �nenvloble task In
Ireland.· This steo ls noer f tic ism of them. What concerns us f s the use made ofbroodcosting focilftfes by suc,oorters of ·terrorism. This isnot o restriction on reporting. It is o restriction endirect OPoearances by those who use or suooort violence.

I believe that this step will be understood end welcomed bymost oeoole throughout the United Kingdom., It is o seriousand hnoortont matter on which the House will wish to exoressits view, For thot reoso·n, Wt/ shall be llUttlng in handdiscussions through the ·usi.Jol \honnels so that 0 ft.ill debateon the matter con take place at an eorlY-dcte.
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