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CSCiED

BROADCASTING AND TERRORISM  |AGAING 7 D LIVERY

STATEMENT BY THE HOME SECRETARY.

19 OCTOBER 1388

With permission, Mr Speoker, ] wish to moke o stotement obout
occess to the broodcost medio by certoin orgonisotions In
Northern Irelond.

For some time broodcost coveroge of events in" Northern
Irelond hos included the occosionol oppearance of
representotives of oporomilitory organisations ond their
politicol wings., who hove used these opportunities os on
ottempt to Justify their criminol activities, Such
appeoronces hove coused widespreod offence to viewers ond
listeners throushout the United Kingdom, particulorly in the
oftermoth of o terrorist outroge.

The terrorists themselves drow support ond sustenonce from
hoving occess to rodio ond television, ond from oddressing
their views more directly to the population ot large thon is
possible through the press. The Government hos decided thot
the time hos now come to deny this easy plotform to thise who
use it to propogote terrorism. Accordingly, I have’ today
issued to the Chalrmen of the ch ond the [BA o Notlce.%under
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-

the Licence ond Agreement ond under the Broodcosting Act
respectively, requiring them to refroin from broodcosting
direct stotements by rebresentotives 6f orgonisotions
broscribed in Northern Irelond ond Greot Britoin ond by
reoresentotives of Sinn Fein, Renubllcon.SInn Fein ond the
Ulster Defence Association, The Notices will olso prohibit
the broodcosting of stotements by any person which suoport or
invite support for these orgonisations. The restrictions
will not opply to the broodcost of broceedings in Porlioment,
ond {n order not to impoir the obligotion on the broodcosters
to provide on importig] coverage of elections the Notices
will hove o more limited efrect during election perjiods,
Cooles of the Notices hove todoy been deposited in the
Librory, aond further copies ore ovoiloble from the Vote
0ffice so thot honourabl e Heﬁﬁers will be oble to study their
detoiled effect.

These restrictions follow closely the lines of similor
Drovisions which hove been operoting in the Repudblic of
Irelond for some yeors Dpost.  Representotives of these
orgonisotions ore orevented from oopeoring on Irish
television, but becouse we hove hod no ecuivolent
restrictions in the United Kingdom they con nevertheless be
seen on BBC ond ITV services in Northern Ireland, where their
Obpeoronces couse the grovest offence. ond in Greot Britoin.
The Government's decision today mecns?that both {n the United

Kingdom ond in the Irish Republic sukh ooceoronces will be
}

prevented..
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Broodcosters hove o dongerous ond unenvioble tosk in
reoorting events' in Northern Irelond.” This step is no
criticism of them. Whot concerns ys Is the use mode of
- broodcosting focilities by supporters of ‘terrorism. This is
not o restriction on reporting. It {s gq restriction on
direct oppearances by those who use or suoport violence,

\ I believe thot this sted will be understood angd welcomed by
most people throughout the United Kingdom. , It is o serious
ond {mportont maotter on uhlchlthe House will wish to express
its view, For thot reason, we shall be putting in hong
discussions through the'Usuoi;ébcnnels $0 thot ¢ full debote
on the motter con toke ploce at aon eorly.date,
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