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NDI to Work in Northe,n Jreland with Hume Party 

The National Oemocra'tic Ineti tute for International Affairw

(NDI) announced today �hat it will work with the Social Oemo/i 
cratic and Labour Party (SOLP) of Northern Irelahd to create 

an SDLP institute similiar to NDI. 
loeNI o( Dl1ttlor1 1 
lllchudP.c.1to.. The new institute will constitute for SDLP officials an 
t.,nn c.11 .. 
w .... ,... M. Dwmally 
Anonn,11.,..,,- important Cl!llter wherein long-range party etr11tegiee can be 
Mary Halwood P'IIINII 
Rlcl,ard O Halchtr id d l l Martt,Homuult1 cons ere , policy positions debated, developmenta goa s 
John T. Joye» 

r_:: �:!'' established and relations conducted with similiar party ins ti tut 
Patoy T. Mink 
Danl1IPalrlckM01nlhan and foundations i'n the United States and Europe. 
R. ·ptll-ou .. ,
t'i'::s�;,!',::i, NOI also announced that it will soon send a team of Democr� 
Nina "-nwald 

::::�'::'.�� Party representatives to Northern Ireland to work with SDLP 
Mlchatl R IIIHd 
C1N1 R. v,n.. officials in the establishment of the ineti tute and to conduct Kallllatn M Vick 
Oltru, I!. Wallo 
Manin,. w,1 .. 1,o,, a feaaibili ty study to determine ways in which NDI and the 
AnntWnltr 

w .... ,. Yo•n• SDLP institute might offer nutually reinforcing assistance.

The Social Democratic and Labour Party has long stood for 

a non-violent approach to the problems of Northern Ireland 

and for negotiations with all parties to achieve its nationalia 

uuJecLives. The 6DLP, the lAr��At party in the minority Cathol 

community of the North, grew out of the civil rights movement 

of the late 1960'&. Its leader, John Hume, a member of both 

We1tmir11eer and European Parliaments, is a strong voice of rea 
• 

and non-violence, hia work is known far beyond the borders of h 

troubled homeland. Hume has frequently visited the United Sta� 

wh�re he has many friennR snd supporters in both political 

parties. 

Hume welcomed the new association with NDl.L."..Ibe SDLP--)HUI 

long had a strong relationship with leaders of the Democratic 

Party. This association with NDI will extend that relationshi 

to the mutual bAnefit of our parties. There is much to 

be learned from the modern and innovative political techniques 

us�n by the Democratic Party and there ls much the SDLP oan te 

about its struggle to strengthen the democratic process in a 

conflict aituation." 
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Executive Director, Brian Atwood, explained the new NOI 

projects "In aasociatin9 with the SOLP, a party which ia a 1trong 

J, advocate of peace, civil rights, non�violence and the democratic 

.. 

process, NDI is fulfilling ita,mandate to encourage and 1trengthen 
.> 

the democ�atic process. Both aides will benefit from this relations� 

which we hope will grow in· the future." r;,

The National Democratic Institute for International Affairs

operates on a grant from the National Endowment for Democracy 

and receives support from private donors. Affiliated with the 

Democratic Pa�ty principally through the composition of its Board 

of Directors, all prominent Democrats, NDI is legally a non-profit 

organization prohibited from engaging in partisan activities on 

behalf of the Democratic Party. 

NDI is engaged in projects in South America a�d Africa as well 

as Northern Ireland. These projects range from training of 

political leaders to civic education activities in support of democrat 

systems to assistance and advice on legis1ative reform initiatives. 

NDI responds to requests received from democratic institutions 

overseas and makes project decisions based on an assessment of the 

importance of the institution to the democratic system within 

which it operates, not on any'partisan or ideological basis.
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