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"The Secretary to the PrLr.in(>l1t- co ntacted me at home on 
the evening of Saturday the] .Lt!. r"lay In relation to 
the above function vlhich l.dU h~0.ll the subject of 
comment in the Irif"h 'I'imes the. l oay (see attached 
press cutting). .r. 0 llclQhraiL tol d me that the 
Minister for Forf'igp Alfails, ~h~ was also sch_duled 
to attc~nd the J uncti.on, I. .. '; 11 .... ('.1 in touch \·,ith the 
Pre::>i. aent about t:IC ITIntter re Jr'rred to in tbe ne\\'spaper 
s tor y i. e. t 11 t' P 1.(' ) r n tat . (. n 0 L ..::t i1 iH'; a r cl tot heW 12 s t 
beJiast cummitt.1 (If G]or n'1 fl(ao l whjch ould be 
collected by its cL, ~rndn .r . r a"i rtin 0 Mllilleoir a 
PSI-' candidate in the lOCdl 01(. ' Lions in Belfast. The 
Minister had indicated to thp Presid"nt th2t while he 
would meet him on f-:i~' arriv,--,l 
l'la ss associatft] J. 1 l Ill..! "t < I 

l"linister) diu nut' lL(";r,d Le" 
ceremony. 

in ~ork an~ attend the 
c('r(monjf! 1(- (the 
no tht" 1. re ,f nlation 

The President havi.9 con,,,idereci his f,>osition in this 
matter formed the .)pinion that it would not be prudent 
tor him to pull ou': of the ceremonies at tliis stage 
and tha t the "lessc r of t \-"0 cv i,l s" \-,'as to proceed wi t ', 
the arrangements t:l!; c'nvisa9ecl 0))(1 try to ensure that 
the presentation ceremony h'as kl pt as low key as 
possible. 

Nr. 0 hOabrain askl'ci me to contact the 1'-1inister for 
Foreign Affair[; again in this rl <jL1rct which 1 did. The 
t-linister real£ilfilLd iIi[J 0\'/ 11 int'pntions as already 
conveyed to the.: Pr0sident. 'lh( Llinis ter W.1S anxious 
to avena any a(lvon;(~ f>ublicity i ll this connection und 
f: e I t t 11 at i f h (> v. e t: e t CJ at ten u the c er em 0 n i e ~, Cl ph 0 to 
oft h e Pr e s i Cl en t r res (' n ti n ~ t h (~ \': c: s t Bel t a ~3 taw a r d to 
[\1[. 0 r.iuilleoiJ: wi.th th(~ t-linist . .r in the background 
\vOUlll invarial.Jly aLt.J'.?ar in th,> Ilcdia . ir . 0 r·iuilleoir 
in this way would 1)(' oble to 1l.i:1;dl~ulate the occasion 
to his 0 VJn po 1 i tic a 1 Cl et va 11 t: a ':J e . 1 to 1 d the r·Jj n i 3 t e r 
of the President's intentions and he asked me to 
contact him again if there were any further 
d eve 10fJmen ts. 

Following further discussion with Mr. 0 hO ' ~ain and a 
telephone conversation with Mr. M. Lillis at the 
De~artment of Foreign Affairs I contacted the Tinaiste 
in Tralee late on Saturday night and briefed him on 
the position. I indicated that at official level the 
view was that Government should not request the 
President to withdraw from the function. The T~naiste 
agreed with this course and suggested that in dealing 
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with any media enquiries the fact that tLe award was 
goi ng to the \'Yes t belfas t C01UT. i t tee of Glor na nGael 
and not its chai r!Tt an in a pe r so nal caIJac i ty should be 
hi~hlighted. The President I s involvement might also 
be explained on the basis that the award was not being 
given to a political iigure as Fuch ; that the award 
was in effect a COli'tnlllni ty award i and a1.so the fact 
that this was but onc of ~ number of prizes being 
awarded by the PresiJent - Qve- 30 in all - on this 
varticular occasion. 

5. 1 rang the r.linisll~r tor FGreign ffai -r ;(_'ain at 
11 . .30 p.m. and tc'lcl him of the foregoi 1 I. He said he 
would consider his own positi ){1 ;)(jain but as of that 
time his inclination was to proceed as he had already 
indicated. 1 tolc] the Minister that I would contact 
Mr. Joe Jennings to br.iel. him on the situation which r 
dia on ~unday n.ol.nin~ ut <).00 a.TT!. 

-::--------
E'. [''lUrray 

13.5.85. 
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