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1'01" Gcvccal ,';oc]:G. 11'110 appcoach taken by Hurd and Ar']');3tcons :'Lll 

Dublin V,eW n un:i lQt(;l~Cll Jllltiative on t.he p2,1·t of the t~ol~'c.her'L 

11'e1<',]1c1 Office \1 1 Jicb d.ic1 not llave tbe aU 'dJ01"ity of elt.her' tJiC 

Pl~'i!lle J,linir:tcl.' or' the Cabi.l.let, 

Thc.'l"C \'!Lll be a mectJng of tlle three key rHr:.:i.f5tcr'sinvolved 
" tomOr'rOH (1 November) aftcl~ UJe "Icetly Cab~u1et. fI1H.l.t mce'c-Ln/3 

w11 1 consider a papel~ pr-epal" ed by GoodalJ v/hich ,'rD 1 pcopose 

t\'iO o)J 'cions: 

first, that the British should decide that the exchanges 

are unlikely to malce significant pl~ogr' ess and should 

ther e fore be discontinue d; 

second, that t11e exchanges.: continue on the basis of 

~'Irs Thatcher's "basic equatioll ll , the removal of the 

lite rri tOl~ial claim ll , on the one b a nd, and a balancing 

IIpackage H providing fop Dublin 11 involvement tI in a nOVl 

syst em of government for Northern Ireland, on the otber. 

The paper makes the point that the Irish could not contemplate 

undertaking a referendum unless the tlpackage" wE\re 

substantial. ACcol~ding to Goodall, the ~aper' go~s on to say 

that tbe Irish' could not contemplate any \'Jatering down of what 

the British no,'I lcnoVi 'the Irish are seeking. 
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( , ,. (1 '1 C' •• ~ A r-" ,~ " ) , 0 /' 1 '.- '\ 1" ....... ! &I.:.~ .... v l~ J'Ll.\ l· 1. '-.), j.c .'~. tY 2nd 

aYJl,L'o3.eh 'C),c:..t he alld hrrrlst"orJf; ))8.\'(' bcc'l1 Ul'[.l.llt~ on 'cloe Pr~i d':; 

Hin} Gt.c)' [In(~ tbe ]. l.ne tal{ell 1)y the li(Ji.'tllci:n Tr'eland Orf:Lce, 

pep])c..p;:; incvj 'c,alJle: i.n one f;211SC :i,t In:)~~' 112'.'e been a IT;iSt~J.l'::8 

not. to inc1 uc1c the NIO 1'r'o.:1 thp lJCG~LlH.i;IG of tLc CUl'l'CIl'l. l'ouncl 

of Eally/IH"mstl'onc; tallcs; on the ot..h~J· hand> had they hecn 

included (th2~'eb'y obviatinG tl1Cil" )"c:;.cn'cI,1cnt at hav:lng be(:n 

excluded, \'lhieh is a lD2.jO)' SOUl'ee of tllC dl vi.-;j.Oll :Ln LOildo.l)} 

lt ;oulcl have been far 11101'0 difficult to ac1118ve any rr.ee0~.nr; of.' 

minds between Nally and Ar~strong. Goodall said repeatedly 

that the Pl'ime iHn'h:tct" has a high r'cgal'd and affcction fOl' t!lC 

Taoiseach. In his vie,'1 the SUil1i!li t mC:!eting is the key to this 

whole pl'ocess: she would not make up hel' mind with any degree 

of finality until she has had a long personal talk with tlle 
-

Taoiseaeh. He personally believed that the SUl!1mit should 

centre on the tete-a-tete and felt that, if necessary, there 

should be two sessiotis en tete-a-tete. 

He also felt that the prospect of coming to Ireland still 

caused her real distress. I said that he \'las probably aware 

that the Taoiseach had written her a personal note after the 

Brighton bombing which was intended to let her gently off the 

hook, if necessary. He was so aware. 

On Eurd (a former colleaguc of his and a'friend)\ he said with 

sOJ, e reGret that it ViaS perhaps 1ne\'i table that at this stage 

Hupd should be so 0"enihelill1ngly influenced by his OiiD civil 

ser~nts. This situation ad, as tie said, 1 created a problem!:. 
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Hc 2c1cL'c. t~)n.t \.,11' !..;r '.ci.3l! L:'tc1(' '\'oulc <:: .. If;O ] >l'ji,S to 't,Lc ~.',;e; ~ C'nl 

mC0t.lll[; & draft ::,t,Clten,ent. er object i\~,;:" 1':lijCI T' .. tgh~ .. fOlr.1 "I.,he 
/ ba.3-ts of a eoy"nl trLl(Juc rOi' tllC' SU111,i11 t, V:e could \;od:: tosctl1et' 

o ve~" t.Jl:i s lwt t·hc' l,1:O H8acl~; o~ Go r~!'n"'le;!':; \'o1.1:lc1 clear-ly l '(:G:::'!.'vc' 

tl1C':Lr pos:'d:.ion C : l j ~)suil1['; i t unt:U tlll~ SumlT:it itsc l : '. 

If I can su~ up my i mpressions : 

a s of laf,t niGh t t he s i tuation in London Has a good deal 
, 

more open t h& ll \'Ie 112.J su spec t ed; Vie H)_ll not l):ll()~ ; untj.1 

thc Hccl-.:cnd ,-;he t hel' thc Pr-j!p.e IfJinist ec is t 8.klng a 

different t a. ck from t)) a t \;h:i. cl1 h e l' side bave be en 

following for the past few months; 

Hm~d and . the NIO are, as wc su s pected, I1playing their

own game"; at thi s stage they are essentially trying to 

scuttle the success of the Nally/Armstrong process in 

such a way as to set up Dublin for blame as the party 

responsible for a failure to make progress; 

at the level of the small group 01 senior civil servants 

in London who are engaging in thi s process, there is a 

bitter struggle going on ,thc outcome of \'~iCh will only 

be decided by the Prime Minister herself; this has not 

yet happ ened; 

in short, wc are still "in bus iness" and should not 

allow oursel\Te s to be disfP;ayed by the approach \'{hich 
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c.c. rl'ao:Lsc8.cll 
Tanaiste 
J'1:Lnistee 
Minister for Justice 
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