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UNIONISTS AND THE 

A number of us. in rece.nt weeks have complained of Hr Prior's 
~ '. 
apparent willingness to suspcnd political development within 

the Province pending publication of the Forum Report. And in 

doing so I believe we have reflected a degree of Unionist anxiety 

and unease for which he should show some regard. 

Having said that. it is clcar the Forum Report w~ll initiate a -
renewed national and ~nte~~at~~~a~ de~ate on the Ulster question. 

Whatevcr the internal tensions, tbe Hume/Haughey/FitzGcrald 

triumveratc will mount a major ch'~llenge to the unionist position 

and Unionists would do well to cons"der their responsc. 
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Not surprisingly therefore many Unionists tend to the ~nical view 

that the Forum has little in real terms to do with the making of a 

new Ireland. and everything to do with helping the SDLP fight off 

the 'Sinn Fein challenge. Some of course contend that the outcome 

of that struggle is ~f little real concern to us! 

2. 

Certainly the outcome will be determined in the end by the SDLP who . 
must themselves decide whether they are to offer a real and credible 

constitutional alternative to the Nationalist community. 

The present indications are not good and it is certainly possible to 

argue that the SDLP now represents but a pale shadow of Sinn Fein, 

driven to guard their republican flank even at the price of a 

constitutional base wit~in Northern Ireland itself. Time, and the 

. European Ele6tion, will tell. But I want to tell you candidly that 

.we should not underestimate th~~~ cifficult:es r.or should we need

lessly seek to compound them. 

For the demise of constitutional nationalism - with all its imperfections

and the emergence of Sinn Fein as representative of mainstream minority 

opinion would surely signal the beginning of th~ ultimate nightmare 

for all the people of Northern Ireland. 

Some I know feel this is the path on which we are already set. Our 

duty surely is to do all we can to prevent it. 

To that end we sho _d refra'n 'n corn'ng weeks fro~ rhetoric of the 

kind :c eas'ly i f a~es fear and s spicion in 0 r co~ ,ity. e 
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3. 

to begin the business of expelling Ulster from the Union. 

Having said that, I would warn Un~onists against a posture which 

appears either compfacent or smug. 

As the national and international spotlight turns once more on 

Ulster, this surely is the time for us to be both reasonable and 

generous. 

Of course we must seek to thwart and obstruct our opponents in the 

attainment of their objective but to settle for that alone would be 

to settle for a hollow victory indeed. 

Our pur se s rely 'n the 1980's's .to bu'ld and create. e ID st . 
• procla'm o ' r ol't~ca_ fa't , not mere_y ~n react've a d de~ens'1e 

terc:s, t :n the ge ,u'ne be:~e~ t.a n'on is est for a:l the 

people of orL ern :re:a,' who ca. wit co rage and is!o~ ook to 

the f tu re 'i th oore than a er ical eye. 

To this end we must bring forward proposals for the f' t re govern-
, 

ment of Ulster which have regard to political and constitutional 

reality b t which, within the constraints of democracy and consent, 

afford real opport nity for :nv~l~rnent to politicians and polit'cal 

parties across the political and "!elig'ous d'vide . 
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