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! 1 r Pr. i or ' n Sp c e c_h on t h_e r or um Report - An a 1 y s i ~~ 

_,,· 
Prier's speech of 2 July was approved by i~t Prime Minister and 

the British Cabinet. He dep<:irled occasionally from the text. 

Irish terminology a~d theort 

It is interesting to se~ how far th~ terminology used both by 

the Forum and by the Irish Ministers has been adopted ~y the 

British over th~ pRst twelve months as reflected in this speech. 

The issue of the conflict of "identities" has ueen taken up 

py the British in terms which are close to our own approach. 

It is accepted by them as one of the five realities which 

Mr Prior identifies. Moreover 1 our argument that a majbr 

grievance and source of alienation on the nationalist side is 

the absence of any means of the Irish identity of Northern 

nationalists being given expression is accepte~·to a sig~ificant 

degree e.g. "there is a substantial and significant minority 

of people in the province who are strongly committed to Northern 

Ireland sooner or later becomi8g part of the United Ireland , 

they feel no iens~!of identification with many aspects of 

government ~or with those whose job it is to uphold law and 

order in Northern Ireland. They resent the fact that there's 

so little scope for expression of their Irish identity, they 

see themselves as excluded from any exercise of political power 

over the affairs of the province. This increases the suspicion 

\l/ith which they view .the actions and motivations of both 
~/ ··> 

Unionists and the Government here. 11 

There is also an acceptance of legitimacy of historical grievances 

blending into contemporary grievances which is interesting. 

"Perhaps in historical terms, and some would have said even in 

modern terms, the Irish or the Northern Irish have suffered 

at the hands of the British •. " 

~ 
There is also an acceptance that there are good grounds for 

contemporary grievances e.g. "Arrangements should be directed 

·rit re~ognising the Irish identity and at developing the 

minority's participation and confidence i11 all . the structures 

" ' 
· ... \ •• I . . ; 
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Anolhe;:- consist~nt theme in lhe speeches of Irish Ministers - ; and in confidential c>:chnngt::s is th:::it ~he h10 Govern8cnts should 

meet the needs, rather than the ~deol \'fishes, of all concerned. 

It is interesting" to note that Prior see~s to have taken this 

up e.g. "The government and administration of 1forthern r·reland 

must be u n de ·r' taken in the 1 i g ht o f th c n e c d s and the responses· 

· :, o f . the p e o p 1 e; th c r e II :- ... : -. . . . 

\ ' : . ~.,; . _ ... ~ . ~: l 
: : 
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Thfs is 2cknovledged .at various points and ~ill be cove~ed 

· later,, The:i;e is 1 ho\:/cver, one speci fie ackno\~1 ledger.:e~nt \'Jhich 
' -- is unprecedented. Inviting the various parties to participate 

· in t a l ks 1 P :r i or ~ a y s 11 N a t i o n a l i s t s ·'~ an do s o · kn o v i n g t h a t · \'./ e 

·· want to find an acceptable vay to involve them ~nd_that we are 

concerned sGout·lhe vievs vhich th~ Irish Government have 

expressed on th~i{ behalf". This is very interesting given 

the fact that sticcessive British Governments have refused to 
, 

accept the rig~t of the Iri~h Government formally to speak on 

behalf.of nationalists in ~~~thern Ireland and indeed hav~ 
\ . 

occasionally formally rejected that right. It is interesting 

to no t e - t h a t th i s ,~ a s no t a d lib b c d b y P r i o r b u t ti a s i n h i s 

prepared text precisely as it vas spoken by him. 

.--. ~ . ~ . . 
•• t' 

Five reasons vhv situation is not satisf~ctorv 

Sumi!ling up the reasons for taking !'1-ction Prior says: "The 

present situatio~ is not satisfa~tory - not for the Government 

vho face lhe co~tinued drain on our p~litica~ econo~ic and 

human resources; not for nationalists in Northern· Ireland vho 

feel cut off from decis~on-m~king and from a proper recognition 

cf -their i?enti~y; not for the Unionists-; blamed for their 

intransigence and as cut off from decision-making as the 
\ . 

nationalists, and particularly at ~oc~l-government level, vhich 

they value so ~uch; not for the Irish Government challenged 

I .. · . . 

" 
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\ 
to propound and justify nat.ionalist aspirstions and rneanced 

it s e 1 f by l 8 r r or ism 8 n d not for our b:J c.3°"'.Aoo u n t. r i cs kn o \II in g l hat 

Northern Ireland can remain a source of friction and ill-will 

between us." 
< I 

' 1 

It is \:/or th noting that this "point of depart u r c 11 , so to speak~ 
~ 

is almost identical to that of the Forum Report. 

I , 

·. 
\·JO R S E T 0 D 0 N 0 T fl I N G 

·~~~~~~~-~~~~ 

11 T he d a n g c r s f o r t h e p e o p 1 e o f No r t h e i· n I r e 1 a n d o f s t a y i n g p u t , 

of doing nothing, arc greater than the obvious risks of seeking 

to make some political advance." 

This is the position taken by Mrs Thatcher sgveral months ago, 

foll~wing her ~eeting with the Taoiseach at Chequers, • 

according to her closely officia l ad.yisers. 

Q£.gency 

Prior twice states that he now feels a sense of urgency 

about making political progress. This is satisfactory in 

terms of the ~equirement of ~rgency in the list of Realities 

and Requirements set out in the Forum Report . .. 

/ "· 
: . ~ 

Opportunity 
. ~· .. 

At several points Prior states that there is now an important 

moment of opportunity e.g. 11 1 think there is much more hope 

of a positive climate than there has btcn for some months." 

He also quotes approvingly from the Taoiseach's 

Belfast Telegraph article of Friday, 29 July, to th~ effect 

that the Taoiseach is struck by the exfent to ~hich the 

F o r u m R e p o r t an d " T h e \fa y F o r w a r d 11 t o g e l h e r p r o v i d e a b a s i s 

for_dialogue. Prior himself finds considerable common 

grriund bctveen the two documents at various points. 

I . .. 
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The Foru1:i P.cDurl : . : 
; f 

Merits 

Prior finds the 1:1 er its in " the serious e >~a r:i in at ion o f LI 1 e 

nntionalist aspiration, its emph2sis on the imporJance of - .. 
consent, its unequivocal condeDnation~of violen~~' its att8~pts 

to understand the Unionist iden~ity and its openness to 
discuss other vievs 11 • 

I 

Prior also accepts the e~phasis given by the Irish Government 

to the Realities and Requirements set out in the first 

piragraph of :Chapter 5 and indeed responds to the T2oiseacl1's 
. . .. ~ 

. i n v i t a t i o n t h a t th e B r i t i s h · t 11 e ms e 1 v e s s ho u 1 d s e t o u t t he i r 
,.... C" {- J-.... ,, ""' o " l ' 4- .; n ,... r-.. f' f\ I n ~ ~- I"' o ,.., n 
'"-'' "'-"'i"-'" •-u'""----""'v -· '"-.A..-··---•• 

Dernerits 
. .~ . "' . -

Predictably, Prior is critical of the dismissai by the 
' 

rorum Report of earlier efforts by · British Governments to 

so 1 ve the prob 1 em. · --- --- -··--· ·· . --~--~~~-

He is a 1 so c r· i t J <~ 1 o f the three . op t i on s o f the For u r:i Rep or t 

but makes a cru6ial qualification: 

"The Report

the second 
. . 

/,;' 

0 u t 1 i n e s t h 're e. m 0 de 1 s : 
\,• 

i s a f o rm o '-r:."··. f e de r a t i o n ..... .. . 

one is a unitary s~ate~ 

and the third is called 

Joint Aut11ority. Nov the ~eport makes clear that each 

is to be achie~ed by agreement and consent. In as r:.uch 

as any of these nodels sicnific2ntlv alters the ~over2icntv 

of Northern Irel2r.d. it is a d2noerous f2ll2cv to i~2cin2 

thnt the UGi.c;.ists 1_1 ill aoree. It's equally false to 

imagine th3t the Govern~ent or any one else can engineer 

·or can induce such agreement •• I do not knov hov those . 
\!/ho seek a unitary state by consent imagine 'that they can 

secure it in the fore-seeable futur-e~" . \\ 

The underlinea sentence lca~~s an important opening in vie~ 

~ of -the fact that the Taoise2ch has stated publicly,and 

this viev has been priv2lely insisted· upon--\'./ith the British, ··"'· 

that Joint _Authority docs not · ncccssa'rily involve a change 
.• 
~ of soOereignty. The parti~ular phraseology employed here in 

.... -

..... . -
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f s c t r c fl c c t s a c o n s i d ~ r a~ l e d i p 1 o m n tj c c r f o r t c a r r i .e '<J b u t 

in recent days . .. . ,,......;t·, 

, - .- . ·. . . 
_. •' · ' 

··- .; . . 
• • • . • · - . , • •• j 

Fjvc 11 Reet 1ili es " - ' 1 

. ·. :· 
---------.... -
Prior id entifi es five 11 P. ea1ities" in the t\'orthcrn Irel a nd 

situation 1 follot1ing the procedur a l approach of th e Forum 

itself., 
I 

I . .. · .. ·-·· ... . . .. :~ . 

1. The first "Reality" relates to the conflict of id e ntity 

of all those not described 'in such general terms 

1 • 1 • . . - -· .- ·-

. l ! ~ r· ~ .. . 

. 
11 An d_. i t i s a fa c t t h q_ ~ t h e rn a j o r i t y o f t h e p c o p 1 e i n 

Northern Ireland a~e totall~ committed to maintaining 

it as part of a united Ireland on any terms. 
. . 

Unionists utterly reject incrirpo~ation into an Irish ... 
' . 
state for . t1hat they see as its Roman Catholic ~ethos, 

itstr~dition of neutralify and political parties 

. from a very different background,. but at the same ti we 

there is a s~bstantial and significant minority of 

'·:·' :· '._ · pe op.J. ·~: .. in the Prov i nee \!/ho are st rang 1 y cornrni t t e d 

to Northern Ireland sooner or later becoming part 
.. ·. ... ,,, ,. 

.- '"· -·of the United Ire·l"and 1 they feel no sense of 
~:. : :. . .. 

.:..: ::-. .. 

,-. 

.. 
' - , 

identification \:/1lh many aspects of Government nor 
- \\ . 

\:/it h th 9.$ e \:I hose job.:· i ~ . is to up ho 1 d 1 a \:I and or d c r 

in Northern Ireland. They resent the fact that there's 

so little scope _ for expresssion of their Irish 

identity, they see themselves as excluded f~om . any 

~xercise of political paver over the affairs of the 

Province. This increase~ t~e suspicion t1ilh t1hich 

they viev the actions aQd moti0ations of both Unionists 

. on d . l h' e G o v e r n r.i e n t h e r .e • A. n d f i ft~ e n · y e a r s o f v i o l e n c e 

havc · deepened sospicions and rnistr'c:;st in both 

· · · · - :con)muni ties o 11 
. . _-. ·- ·" 

; ; 

2c 1'The c onsti tutional provision for 1':orthern Irelaritj. sh oi·11d 

. o n l y b e a 1:1 c n d c d b ·y t h e · f ..r~ e l y g i v c n c o n s e n s u s o f i t s. • 

. pcopl_c ••••••••• If it t1ere po0ssible for the implica t ion s 
. -

of that r ea lity to be fully acceptcd 1 then it should orcn 

"------------""-~.i.-.... Q o s s i b i l i t i es f o r d i al o ~l u c , r1 i thou t f c a r o f 

- 5 -
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.. 
-' 
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misunderstanding or misr~presentation. The 

demand for repec:il, perhaps the grca.itcr the . . .. , ' 

rnoi.:c i-. he 
susfJicione~ 1 

3 a 11 ,'\ s 1 o n g 2 s lfo r t h e r n I r e 1 8 n d l. s a s o v c r c 5 g n r a r t o f th e 

United Kingdom, it~ Govern~ent nnd ad~inistfation are a 
' <' 

matter for this Parliament to decide. •e•• This dces not 

neccss2rily !llcan that the P1~ovince i.:1ill be govern e d in 

:. exactly the ·same vay as otl~i_cr parts of the United l~i;1gdom 
~ 

or thst it must be g.overncd exnctly as the majority vish. 11 

. · .. I 

Prior seems to have jumbled his text a little- · in reading 

at th i s ,.. p ~- i n t b e c a u s e h e ~ e a d th c c o n c 1 u d i n g s en t c n c e 

of his prep 8 red draft as '"part of Re a 1 it y No • 4 • That 

sentence, ~hich it is i~portant to have on the record 

some vay or the other, reads: "\·I h e n i t c o me s t o · 

the government and administration of Northern Ireland: 
'--• ~ 

·vithin the United Kingdom, there is no Unionist .veto 

·ju s_t as there is no national is~ veto • 11 

L ~~ :. -· ·- ' -' 

.- .. \ . . . 
4. 

(: . 

-·· 
. ·-· : 

.· ..... .... , ._ 

"\. 
n1h~ governrent and administration of Northern Ireland 

must · be under.taken in the light of the needs and the 

responses.6t·the people there ·······~·We recognise 

the sense. of grievancc ,_and frustration which history has 

created tn the minorif¥ cornQunity. 
. . \ . \ 

as \!le are committed t~ , the support ' . 

So at the same time 

of the majority and 

De have to be equally their ri~ht to self-determi~ation, 
·committed to / the minority< Arrangements should be directed 

. . 

v . ___ at r~cognisihg the Irish identity, and at devel?ping 

the minority's participation and confidence in all the 

.:- • .oc; •• 

: ... t 

6.: 

structures and processes of Northern Ireland. There 

are aspects of our practices and a~~inistration vhich 

are not sensitive enough to those requirements and ~e 
are ready ' 't.o discuss Di th 'the consti_tutioi::ial 

representatives of the minority ·cor..r.:~n~y to identity 

\!/hat these are and see vhat ve can do to help." l 

•• • 

"Geography , as v e·11 as the fact th 2 t rn any p e op 1 e in 
... . ., p • 

Northern Ireland feel an , nllegiancc to Dublin and to 

the Irish state, calls fo~ a clo se relationship 

I - . ~ 

Ir-~----~--~~~--------------~ 

J. 
/ 

I 

Of : 

misunderstanding or misrfpresentation. The 

demand for repeal, perhaps the gre0lter t.he 
. . • I I 

3~ !lAs long 8S :~orthern Ireland is a soverc5gn raft of the 

United Kingdom, it~ Government nnd ad~inistfation are a 
~ - .., 

!natter for this Parliament to decide ••••• This does not 

necessarily !'lcan that the · Pl~ovince \:lil1 be govcrn e d in 

:. exactly the 'same \lay as other parts of the United I(ingdom .0 ~ 

or that it must. be g.overncd exactly as the majorit.y \lish. ll 

Prior seems to have jumbled his text a little' · in reading 

at this pdint because h~ ~ead the concluding sentence 
-; . 

of his prepared draft as 'part of Reality .No. 4. That 

sentence, '.:!hich it is import.ant to have on the record 

some \lay or the other f reads ~ "Hhen it comes to ' 

the government and administration of Northern Ireland 1 

. <-. 

'\:1ithin the United Kingdom, there is no Unionist .v~to 
. j u s.t as the rei s non a t ion a lis t vet 0 • 11 

• ".1 

.' 

L :~ :. ':. < " 

.- ~ \ . . ' 

4. 

'- : . 

-.-f :. 
~ -.: 

'\. 
liThe governpent and administration of Northern Ireland 

must . be under.takel1 in the light of the needs and the 
••••••• ~. We recognise responses o 6t·the people there 

the sense of grievance .. and frustration \!Jhich history has 

created t-n the minorify comr.1Unity~ So at the safi\e time 
\ . \ 

as \le are committed t~,·the support of the majority and , 
their ri~ht to se1f-determin~tion, \le have to be equally 

,. 

'committed to / the minority< Arrangements should be directed 
.; - ... ~ ; .. " at recognising the Irish identity, and at developing 

the minority's participation and confidence in all the .. =' . 

structures and processes of North8rn Ireland. There 

are aspects of our practices and 89~inistration vhich 

are not sensitive enough to those requirements and ve 

are ready ' 'to discuss \li th' the consti tutiol=lal 

representatives uf the minority ·cor.;n~n~y to identity 

\!Ihat these are and see \lhat ve can do to help." I .. • 

5'. 11 G e 0 g rap h y, as \l e'll as the fa c t t h 2 t m any. pe 0 plc in po • 

Northern Ireland feel an , allegiance to Dublin and to 
. . 

the Irish state, calls for a close relationship 

/ ..... 
. /' 
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(J el \:I e c n the Gov c r n;i1 c n Ls of th c Uni led I( in g do r:1· n n d L he 

Rcpublico" Prior·citcs historical, cuJtur2l- 1 ' family 
• .-'.A" 

and trade ljnks~ ?S \'Jell as cor.ir.io'n politicLI~ principJ.e~;. 

, ' 

"\! e have a j o in t a 11 d ab id i n g concern f o r the pe ace , 

stability and prosperity of these island~: He have a - . ., 
terrorist problcr.i vhose politichl creed knovs no 

bouncl<nies~ and vhich is {'! problem and threat Lo both 

of U ~ II 
v" 

I / 

:" .. •. 
... .... . ' - ~ ,] ... . ; . ' -: . ' 

Future a ction ' ·_I "• : • : .• ::• • "1 ~ . 1. 

On the.Anglo-Irish access, Prior, recognising th8t there is 

.already a degree of instituLio11al 
_ . _ _ . _ __ L!-· - · 

L:UUj.Jt:l:ctl..~.u11 7 
--- ··- '-'---- · ,....,....("""\ vayv ....,,,VJ-'- ............ ,,. 

al~o ideas in many areas - security, economic, parliaraentary 
.. . 

\.'.lhich arc \!/ort.h exploring for the benefits 'they \:/ill q-ring 
, ,,. '• . . .. 

· to all sides. He goes on to envisage a Parliamentary Tier 

l.>et\'Jeen ·Hestminsler. and the 11 Dail 11 .' ' There must 1 ho\·1ever, be 

no suspicion that these actions are in reality advancing thi 

. Republic co~~tiGJtiona~ claim, ageinst the ~ishes and consent 

,of the major·ity·_of the people in t\!orthern Ireland. 11 The need 
•"' ... 

:for assurance and countering,alienation is not all one \!Jay 1 

~and that is vherc Dr fitzGc;:rald's recent intervievs on TV 

·: on d i n t h e p r c s s h av e b e ~ n .<v. a l u a b 1 e • 11 

·' .·\'-
: • • 1 

, __ . - ·-· . 

./ 

.. ... . . 
. ... ;. 

·."The ·British Governfnent" , Prior .says, ir\'Jil1 \:/ant t o have talks 

·with each of the parties involved and vith the Irish Governmcnt 11
• 

: ''Throughout all our talks ve shall be testing ~hethe·r, and if 

so in what vay, those ve meet ~ish to be involved vith the 

- : ~rrangements vhich might be developed. Unionists can take 

-part· in the knovledge that the position of Northern Ireland 

· as part of the United Kingdom i& secure. Nationalists can do 
\ 

. so kn o \!Jing th a t Ille \'Jan t t -o find an a cc e p t a.b 1 ~ 0 a y t o i n __ v o 1 v· e 

them and that ve are conc~rned about the vie~s vhlth the 

Irish Gover11mf;nt huvc expre~.sed on their bchal f • 11 

11 In addition , the Pl' i m.e Minister "1i11 rn c et the Tao is each be for c . 
the end of the yearo He \'.J a nt that to be a u s'l?fu) 2nd·con s t r u c t i v ~ 

.mcctin9.. 11 '.: 
.~ I 
$. J 

I 
(. 

t 
i .. . . ~ I .. ~ o 

1~-------------------------------·--ry7~"------------------------------------~ 

/. 
. /, 
Ir.., 

. \ . 

bel \:I e C 11 t. h eGo vcr n ill c n t.s 0 f t h c Un i led Kin 9 d 0 Cl· n n d L h e 

Rcpublico lI Prior "cites historical, cuJtu1'2l- y "fafllily 
• "".A" 

". ,. - , ' and t r (J del j n k s, ? S \'J e 11 as co r.1 [;1 0 'n po 1 i tic 3 ~ pr i n c i plc ~; t 

" \1 e h a v e Cl j 0 in tall dab i din g con c ern for the pea c e , 
.;-

stability and prosperity of these islands~ He have a - . .-
I ~. 

tcrrorist probl c r.1 vhose politicbl creed knovs no 

boundaries$ and vloich is e problem and threat to bol: h 

of U C> I1 
<.> • 

I I 

..... - .... ... , 

Future a ction !' -r ... ~ : - '.
~ - -" . -

.. ,. ,', .: : : " ',r • 

.. . 

On the "'-\nglo-Irish access, Prior f recognising th8t there is 

"already a degree of instii:.utiollal 
_ ' . _' __ _ 1-! _ ' _ ' 

cUUjJt:.I."dl.-~. U", 

al~o ideas in many areas - securitY1 economic, parliamentary 
" " -

which are \'Jort.h exploring for the benefits 'they viII qTing 
I ' " 

to all sides. He goes on to envisage a Parliamentary Tier 

uet\'1een "Hestmins"ter and the "Dail ll . " There must, hOI:Jever, be 

nos u s p i c ion t hat the sea c t ion s are i n l' c a 1 i t Y a d van c i 11 9 the· 

.Republic co~sti0utiona~ claim, against the \:Iishes and consent 

, of the major·ity". of' the people in Northern Ireland. H1he need 
.9 ' • -:for assurance and countering, alienation is not all one \'Jay, 

~ El n d t hat i s tI her e 0 r Fit z G e'r a 1 d r S l' e c e n tin t e l' vie v son T V . 
": and in the p res s h a v e bee n -<v. a 1 u a b 1 e • 11 

. , ."\\. 
.. - . -. # ~ i 

- ...... 
. .... 

:- " ." The" Br i t ish Go v e r nm e n tll , Pr i 0 1'05 ay s, If \'J i 1 J \:la n t-. to h a vet a 1 k s 

.with each of the parties involved and vith the Irish Government" .. 

: "Throughout all our talks ve shall be testing \'Jhethe"r, and if 

60 in \:Ihat \:lay, those ve meet ~ish to be involved vith the 

. : rirrangements t/hich might be developed. Unionists can take 

- part" in the knot/l e dge that the position of Northern Ireland 

" BS part of the United Kingdom is ~ecure. Nationalists can do , 
so k n 0 Ij i n 9 t hat tI e \'J s n t to fin d a n a c c e pta b 1 ~ \; a y t 0 in v 0 1 v· e 

- " 

them and that \'le are conce"rned about the vie~s \:Ih~ch th"e 

Irish Gover[ l m~nt hDve exp re ~.sed on their behal f." 

11 I n add i t ion, the P l' i m"e rH n is t e r \'J ill me e t the 1 a 0 is e a c h be for c 

the end of the year. He Ij e nt th a t to be a us'l?fu) 2nd·con s t !' ll cti v ~ 

t . 11 mee 111g . '': 
.<. 

$. 
I 
( 

t 
i 
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11 It w o u l cl co 1'1 p J. e fT1 c n t we 11 the develop m c n t .9 f norm a 1 Anglo - I r is h 
- . .. . ...... 

r e l 8 l i o n s • U i l h i n t h e v a r .i o u s l e v e 1 s o f a d'I!; i n i s t r a t i o n i n 

Norlhern Ireland, it should be possible fuJly lo reflect the width 

of interest. within boll1 communities and to safeguard the concerns 

o f e a c h a s \!/ e 11 as r c c o g n i s i n g t h e B r i l i s I~ a n d I r i s h a s p e c t s • 11 

Comment: Taken all together, there is nothing in the speech \!/hich 

should force us to react negatively. Much of it is at.least 

complementary tb ' the Realities and Requirements of the Forum Report 

and there are a number of important acknowledgements of our 
. . . 

inadequacies in the situation of Northern nationalists. The 

speech dwells at some length on the need for talks and it is 

_interesting to note that Hume, Paisley and Molyneaux all looked 

forward to talks, although the latter two did not see any role for 

Dublin in them. In fact the whole debate -has Cf_eated a general 

expectation that there will be talks of some sort and that may 

be the mrist significant public gain to,pmerge from it. (Note: It 

is interesting to note that Prior did not read a sentence in his 

text follo~ing his statement of intent to have talks with each 
... .! . 

of the parties involved and · with the Irish Government. That 
sentence was: "These may lead in due course to the parties being 

brought together for discussions if that seems most helpful, 

although I have my reservations about any early move by us in 

that direction." . He evidently thought it prudent not to include 

that sentence. _There are good reasons for not doing so before 

the 12th July and ind~~d before cr~ating what the Forum Report 

describes as the "framework and the atmosphere" for such 

discussions. Indeed, looked at in the 

marching season, it is rather striking 

of the Prior speech were as positive as 

it was a helpful performance on Prier's 
. . 

not be obvious to the Irish public. 

·o~eait~ent of Foreign Affairs 

3 July 1984 

perspective of the July 

that the tone and content 

they were.) All in all, 

part, some of which may 

·:\ 

I. ' • 

-";:- .... , 

- 8 -

I 

lilt \'Joule! conpJ.ernent well the development 9f normal Anglo-Irish 
-. ' . -" 

l' e la L i on 8 • Hi L h in L h e va r .i 0 L! S 1 eve 1 s 0 f a d'I!; i n is l I' a t ion in 

NorLhern Ireland, it should be possible fuJly Lo reflect the width 

of interest \!Iithin both communities Dnd to 80feguard the concerns 

of eoch DS tlell as recognising the Br.itisl~ and Irish aspects.1! 

Comment: Tnkcn all together, there is nothing in the spcech tlhich 

should force us to react negativelY. Much of it is at"least 

complementary tb / the Realities and Requirements of the Forum Report 

and there are a number of important ackno\'Jledgements of our 
. . . 

inadequacies in the situation of Northern nationalists. The 

speech dwells at some length on the need for talks and it is 

. i n tor est i n g ton 0 tot hat Hum e, P a i s 1 e y and t·, 0 1 Y n eau x a 11 1 0 0 ked 
. . . \ 

forward to talks, although the latter t\'Jo did not see any 1'010 for 

Dublin in them. In fact the whole debate ·has cE~ated a general 

expectation that there will be talks of some sort and that moy 

be the mrist significont public gain to,~merge from it. (Note: It 

is interesting to note that Prior did not read a sentence in his 

text follo~ing his statement of intent to have talks with each 
... ! . 

of the parties involved and , with the Irish Government. That 
sentence was: "These may lead in due course to the .parties being 

brought together for discussions if that seems most helpful, 

although I have my reservations about any early move by us in 
- . 

that direction." . He evidently thought it prudent not to include 

that sentence •. There are good reasons for not doing so before 

the 12th July and ind~~d before creating what the Forum Report 

des cri b e sas the 11 f r a m e \!I 0 r k and the a t m 0 s p her e" for s u c h 

discussions. Indeed, looked at in the perspective of the July 

marching season, it is rather striking that the tone and content 

of the Prior speech were as positive as they were.) All in all, 

it was a helpful performance on Prior's part, some of \!Ihich may 
. . 

not be obvious to the Irish public. 

'D~pait~ent of Foreign Affairs 

3 Ju}X 1984 
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