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13 ish 0 P t1 r; r k 11 u r 1 e )' f l' 0 Ol S Cl n t (J C.l Cl ~ <1, C ,I 1 .i for n i n l e 1 e p h Cl n c d f:I(~ t h j :. 

Cl • In . fro m t. h e 0 Le ice 0 r n ish 0 P [chJ cH cl D ~JJ Y i 11 D (' r r y . He i s the 
a d v Cl n c (.~ pe r son f OT the' d cl c 9 Cl t i Cl n fro m lI' e U. S. COil fer cri c (; 0 f 
C Cl l h 0 1 j c f3 i s h 0 P S Vi il i. c il \'J i .1 1 vis i t Ire 1 <J n d .i r. L1w \'J c e k be g j n n i n 9 
21 0 c t 0 b er 1984 . ~ He sa i d h e VHl s t e J ep h 0 n i n 9 bee <J use 0 f 0 u r pr c \' i Co 1I S 

acquaintance ~ I mct, him a number df tim e s jn lhe US belu e en 197L And 
19 01 - a nd b ec <1 use I'(e l'J i s II e d lo . d is c u s s t I1 e -)) 0 S s .i b i .1 i l Y 0 f mer. tin lj 
th e Taoiseach and/or Irj.sh Government officials . It. i s ljkely, . 
h 0 \'J eve r, t h Q t. the m Cl i n l' e <) son for the C <) 1 1 Vi Cl s t 0 d i ~) C U S s l h e i s s U .] 

of contact between Lh e US bishops and Sinn Fein. 

Bi shop Hurley asked if a meetjng with tile Tao j seHc h might be 
possible. I said j t was difficult to give fir m comrnitments at this 
s tc) 9 e but t h [\ t I had nod 0 u b t but t h Cl t the T Cl 0 i s e <~ c h l'W U .1 d do h j ~; 

best to facilit ate them. L'Je agreed thC1t he would block out th e 
peri od fro m 12 noon to 2.30 p.m. on Wednesday 24 October f or a 
meeting and lunch . with Irish Government officials and terlt.ati ve ly 
agre ed that th ~ ir appointment would be at Govern ment Build j ngs. 
Any change will be not if ied vi a Fr. C.1yn e , Cardin a l a Fiaich's 
sec r eta r y a t A I' Cl Co e 1 i, A r m a g h . Th e b"i s hop s p 1 Cl n to be j n Dub 1 j n 
for part of that day only and wish also to pay a courtesy call on 
the Presiderlt and rneet the le a der of Fi an ria F~il. 

Bishop Hurley went on to say that for th e visit here tile Irish 
bishops would be their ho~ts. The ~S bishops h a d alrcady illvesti gated 
situations in e.g. Central America, Poland, Afgh an istan etc. and 
were corning under presqure from rnany Irish-American Cath olics for 
the i I' s i 1 e~n c e ' on the N I s i tu Cl t ion a f1 des p e cia 11 y for the i r s i 1 e n c e 
on the breaches o'f human rights there. In planning their , Irish 
visit, they decided (a) to consult everyone who was interested in 
a peaceful resolution of the problerns of NI and (b) to be guid e d by 
the views of the Iris~ bishops as Jo who th e y should see~ f 

': B ish 0 P H u r 1 e y the n I' e Cl d qui c k J y torn e the t e x t 0 f ale t t c r vJ h i c h h e 
. proposed to send today to the leaders of all llle politicjl parties 

which have repr~sentatives elected to lhe NI Assembly. The lett er 
explained t~e n~ture of the vi si t by tile US Bishops and ernphasised 
in particular their interest in human rights and jn the US dimension 
to the NI situation. It went on to invite each of the political 
par U. e s 11 Vi hi ch des i II' e d ape ace f u 1 sol uti 0 nil ton 0 rn i n ate LI'J 0 

repr ese ntatives who'would meet with th e US bishops in a hotel 
convenient to Belfast early in the VJeek beg~nning 21 Octob e r. 

In reply to his invitaUon for comrnents o~ the t6\t, I said that 
the vast majorit y of peo~le of Ireland did not r egard 5inn F~in as 
a political party in the generally accepted sense of the ter~ .. 
Sinn F~in supported and advocaled violence as a means of achieVIng 
~olitical objectives' and it sought, through association with , , 
indivi duals and groups in the U.S., a legitimacy and respectablllly 
which was simply not accorded to them in Ireland. A rneeting bel~ c c0 
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the US b j s hop s a I) cl 51. n n r- e .i n l"J 0 II J d be (' x p ) n i\" cd j n l he US by 110 ,Ud D 
Clno otl~ers \'.Iho ('le're hec.~/ily involvptJ in i-:ilJjng c!qd de~3Lrucljon in 
Ire 1 Cl n d n n d R r j Ll in. i fit I'J <3 S nee c " ~; ~j r y' r 0 r t I. c US iJ i " !l 0 P S 0 

address ally,letter to Sin!l I(!in, I s'lIgCje.~t(.d Lhnt Llley u,;e lIw 
for r.l ,of I'.' 0 l' rl SUS Po din th e s L u d y cl Cl! I C by' I' h e I n t er - C IJ LJ TT h G]' C u;:> f) n 
\. i 0.1 c n c c in Ire 1 () n d \'.' hie ~1 h Cl d con c III cl e d t h ;:1 L Ltl ere \') a ~ n;) 
j l, S ~ i f i c ;:: l ion i n 1 r e J [I n d t 0 d a )' for lite use 0 r v i n J e nee l 0 CJ c l; i eve 
fl O] iiic()J objectives., It seemed reasonable Lo expect that the 
l S b ish 0 P s s !'cHi 1 d rn eeL 0 n l -' ~ . .' i L h i n d i \! i d u cll S d n d ~ r 0 l~ fJ S \. h 0 

Lh crib~d to that flojnt of vie~ . 

In l'epl} I ish9P Hurley said tlHll they had COilSU~ ted \lit! Lhe 
ten lis I. 0 '" s 6 f the:n 0 r dl ern I r j s h pro \' i n c e '0 n l he eve n j n:;J 0 r 
G 0 eta b e i n 'j 3 y: .00 l h and Cl n e 0 f the po i n L S L h j ch h () d a r i se n i n L h c 
CGurse of that oeeting s the possihle intiLation 0 Sinn r~jn . 
The north1rn bishops had said that I!~ile they themselves ~ouId 
not neet Sinn r~in) the y fell that he visiling US bjsho~s S ould 
dos 0 • B ish 0 p Ih r ~ e y 5 aid he had a 1 so con's u 1 t e cl he US [ rr~ b Cl S r;, j n 
Dublin (Hr . Ja ck BO}/le, ChcLgC d'Affaires) arid that Uey sa.'} 
" some ad\antages" in meeting Sinn Fein ut had pointed out th2t the 
Irish Goternmcnt did not do s o LhenJel'J2s . I co nfjrrflcd the 
p 0 sit ion 0 f the Go v ern men tan d <l S ked B ish 0 P H u r 1 e y a <J a i i f h e :'10 u 1 d 
co nsider rc-draf~ing the letter to Sinn r6in or altern <ltive ly 
co nsider not ~'!l'iting to th at party at all . Bi s hop IlurJcy said lhaL 
h c I': 0 U 1 d not e m y r e que s t, d i s c u s sit w j the a r d j n a 1 0 F i a j c h and s end 
me a copy of the letter as issued in due course. 

When speaking to Mr. Boyle of the US Cmbassy on anoth er malter later, 
I raised with 'him.the que stion of the views he had expressed 
to Bishop Hurl e y.' He explained th8l he had told the Bishop Lhat 
it was obvious that no solution to lhe NI problem would stick unless 
it received the support of the people ~ho supported Sinn F~in . 
In that sense, Sinn F~in weie relevant to the problem and from an 
academic~ political s~ience position , there was some advantage 
in talking to their repre sen tatives. He had been careful to fl oint 
out t hat the I r ish G 0 v ern In e n t did not m e e t VJ i t h Sin n rei n', and eve n 
refused to receive delegations including Sinn Fein membeis. 

Se an Donlon 
Secretary 
11 October 1984 
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