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British Embassy 
Skarpogatan 6 115 27 Stockholm 
Telex 19340 Telephone 08/670140 

Mr Her~an af Trolle 
Second Political Division 
Utrikesdepa=te~entet 
Gustav Adolfs Torg 1 
STOCKHOLM 

Your reference 

Our reference 

Date 4 O~tober 1984 

ARREST OF THE IRISH TRA\·JLER, 'l':IE r"lA.RITA ANn 

/ You ;!lay be interested in t::"e enclosed bac~:ground \-le have received froo the FCO on this arrest. 

A copy goes to Ton Hanney at the I::::,ish Embassy, who \.,rill no doubt let you ~:nov; if he has any further infor::J.a-:io!l. 

------ >--. 
R I1 Jackson 
Counsellor 
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e ARREST OF THE IRISH TRA\VLER, THE r1ARITA ANN 

1. There has been considerable coverage in the British and Irish 
press of the interception and seizare on 29 Septe~ber o~~ the 
Irish coast of the Co Kerry-based trawler, the Marita Ap~, by 

the Irish Naval Service. Reports vary, ~ut it is clea~ that a 

large quantity of arns and a~~unition was seizec including an 
a r:n.ollr-piercing browning heayy !1lachine gtl:1, Heckler and Koch 
sub-~achine guns and rifles, a large n~m.ber of arnalite rifles 
and 110re- than 100,OC}] rounds of assorted a11:;:uni tion. The total 
has beer: pat at 7-10 tons of :!lu::itions, ,·:ell in excess of ..... .... v:la ... 
fo~nd on the 'Clauda' in 1973. The five ~e~bers o~ the crew 
haye been arrested and charGed 1,'li t~ the un.la"-lf1l1 possession of 
eXJ:·losives, 9...'1d "ri th having firearr-s and a':l.."1uni tion vd t~ intent 
to en:ianger life. It is believed t:-~at the consibIWer:t 'tIas tran-

h · d ~ .... h 1 '1' " ..... U"" s ~ppe _r~:;: ~~ov er vesse sa~ ~ns Iro~ vne u. 

? This cpera~i~r: co~es as a boo~t t~ the !risb 3ecur~~y Forces, 
which have lost a Chief Prison Officer and a Police~~, both 
victi:-:1E of terrorist attacks, in the past t\·:o nonths. Dr Garrett 
Fi -c zgerald, the Pri~e ~inister said that the capture ,~as significant, 
c o:u!!enting 'These guns v!ere beinr; ~rought into the country to 
Iurder Irish people, North and South'. He also said 'There 
are still people in the US who, failing to cocprehend the 

situation in t~is country, are willing to give aid to purchase 
and send arIT.S to =urder !ris~ people, including our police ~~d 
a r:'1ed forces'. 

3. The Irish Minister o~ Justics, ~lr !bonan said that he 1o!aS in no 
(iioubt t~at th~j' (the ar"'Js) ~ad beer: b011t;ht '\·;ith ';o!"lejr r3.ised ".::ly 

Noraid 'to :;:~rder people North and South'. 

4. Martin Galvin, ~oraid Directo~ has si~ce denied these c~a~ges. 
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