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CONFIDENTIAL 

Note 

I called Ms Mills of the British Embassy into see me this ( 

morning on the 'instruction~ of rlr lillis. I I said that 
~r lillis vas unavai~able and that what I had to say to her ... . 
was associated ~itIT, and in addition to, ~hat had been 
conveyed yesterday br.Mr lillis to Hr fatham and by the 
Minister to Hr Prior concerning the Toman case.' -r 

I said we ~e~e seriously concerned at the evidence given by 
the Deputy Chief Constable of ·the RUC, Mr McAtamney, or. 
4 June during the cou~se of the trial. He had said that mer. 
of the Special r10bile Support Unit -attached to RUC headquarters, 
of which the three RUC men accused of murdering Toman" had , . . .. ,,-_ .... -- ..... ---- .. _--_ ... _-- - '" .. , """"""'1' 11'''''' I"U "' ... ..;l ~ UIIUCL VCII '- ,.., j-~,_. 

-_ .. _-- :- ... :....: - '- ~ ;.. .. :....!.,.:~;..::..::; ... W'i ...... \..,:., "IICl 

given extra weapons training. That weapons training ~as -- --based on the premise that "if you decide to fire, you shoot 
to take out your assailant". When asked by Lord Justice Gibson .-if this meant "permane.ntly out of action", ,r'1r r·1cAtamney 
rep 1 i e d " Y e $ " • H e a 1 sos aid t hat the s e ;n e n' a r ,e t r a i n e d to ~. 

shoot at the tru[1k of· the body ra.the;:- than .. the-legs. 
' . 

When taken in conjunttion \:Iith the evidence given by 
Constable Robinson during his trial that members of the 
Special t-1obile Patrol Unit are trained to use maximum fire 
power, \!le nO\!l in , .effect hav~:, a statement on th~recot'd' that 
says this Unit was trained in and was utilising a shoot-to-kill 
policy. I said there is a need for the Brit~~h to repudiate claims that there is a shoot to ki}l poli~y. , 
I went over the ground about the- damage that the evidence 
given by policemen in these trials ~nd the conments of judges 
have caused to the perception of justice within the minority 
community. , 

\ • 
Ms Mills undertook to convey these vie~s to her authorities. 

" D. 0 Ceallaigh 
7 June 1984 
c. c • P sr'l 
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