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0:1. rr,cr.dcy 1 h.3d a d:GCI1~si .)n ':'i th Bou1;eflika. He had refused 

to see ':om) inson\ \ .':';0 ,:at:. fobb('d of f ,·:it~1. sor, c other }:inister, artd I hed 

SOr.le hesitation , hi:'l./i;·r; hcar(l t1L.:>.t, i!1 1'2ici:c.g the matter of a meeting 

. th h' I , t' of> t hIt' .. t L + .. 1 t h . f t th \'I~ ~m, ou lU .ii'.C · ','::n fllC)"I 1.0nt:' (1 l . en ",c-4';;lve y 0 lm a er e 

told. that he \·:ould C0::ne to the hote~l L,I"l~di.atel~r after the meeting with 

the PrEosiden~. Fr. did not in f"d. ~\r~ - i. n? at tr.e hot&l until abo'.lt t.ho 

tir,iC that 'r10 \ ' !:TC t11('ant to leave; as !'l. C1'onp for the airpor't. c.nd this 

placed a cs:toi :1. ti~e conR~rRint on our m~eti~G, despit0 whic. we ha& R 

fairly cxteadcd discussion. 

r:!'un~.s.iR 

I exp .... ained elS in / our pod ti~n ,·:i th re;:arci to the Palcsti;.ians and 

0ur difficultics w::.t:t regard to t:'f no. He see~ed particularly struck 

\ 

\of::' -Ch the fae t th.:. t l e had !1roblct:j~ d . U: ?u~lic opinion on thit; issue 

bec09use of h06:ili ty 'L0 thE': !R.:' [tr.d :J.fter I had also spoken 'briefly abou.t 

our pOBi t::'on 'vi th 1 C'l.: i:l.Y'd io ti-.c l\or1-h-,SOLl t~ cO;1ference - our concerr! for 

its SUCCC8S ai1d tr40 f?c t that ",'e ... :onln de; vh:1. .. ..; \'I~ could within the 

Comr.unity to .sec.:u:;'c pro5rer;s on vib.l :i[~[)u::s - [.(:! revertc~ nGain to the 

suh;;cct of the l?A a);.d aG~<.:cd me for lltrthcr ir.fc"~r.la/.;ion. It ,-;a& clear 

that he was 'l:.nf::.'''iliar with the sit l l.J:.). ' )"'. Ee s[ .. id that l:lany gov3J"n:nents 

in the 'fhirc. ~!orld (a.nd :i. t y;~ .. ") cle<::.r th.:-, t fle 1,mB including Ale;eriu in trLi::;) 

understood the posjticn to be that thG Irish Gov8r~~ent could not itself 

take aily actj,"~ pa:!~t :in hosti1i tics c:: D.i:-J&'.:. Ih·:~:';c'l.in but a.ssumed that the 

Il!A 'f/as broa.dly O:::W! 1. tin3 on behalf 'Y[ Le. :::ri.3L Soverr.a:ent and "/i th its 

tacit support. :'!'C' ic .... !3. ~ha-:: the :;ib·::.tio:-. couLci be as I had stated it 

was not unu:=rs":0r"1(":' . i:e l:'u::~cs tea ~'~,at 'riG s:1ould. do more to explain this ~ 

visiting ~hird j0~ld councries to sct t~is rnaosage across and senciinS 

Alilbassadcrs to :r..CGl. (I ·.;as net clear '·!hethcr r.e ii.<?ant scndi1~G an /\mbassaoor 

011 a special vi.s:' t or 'I'!1ethcr he ':IrJ.S t ryint; to encourage us to open more 

embassies in these cotmtries., 

He sc..lict th~t A~t.c""'ria h£1.d been a})proH.chp.d a.t one staee by th& IRA for FAJ'':')':; 

anc. the mattr.r L.:.d of conr~e CO'T,p ~'J . ~iT. <1.0 :'o;-dcn l'.ini.,tcr. :"{is Rttit\4d~ 
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had been th:lt .eve") ::i.f the posi tion 'das as stated by the IRA - viz. thu .... 

they Vicrc fi!:ht:5.llf4 an anti-Colonial war against Britain - Algeria 

should Punk caref'll.ly before it ir:vol ved itself in such a campaign. 

As a renult no action 'rJRS taken in recponGe to the IRA request. 

I asked him '.rlh!::ther hd thought that thcI'e 'das any way in \vhich \'I'e could 

influence Colond S::;.c.defi in this Jr.:;. t-:er. His first reaction \.,.a.s tha.t 

this would be very difficult indeed - he clearly shared the general view 

that Gac1.dafi is a very difficult pqn,WT:., cxtrer.lCly opinionated and not 

willing to li .sten to oth'?rs. He thouGht that it \-/ould be very hard to 

persuade Gac,<',J1'i to ch"l.nf,"l his policy. Hc said that he reI t Gaddaf5. 

\.,.as qui te s:i.:1c€r~ in hiG appro.:::ch - he: really thought thRt he waG nolp:inG 

the Irish people in a liberation strue131e aBainst Colonialism. 

He then r.laCe relrrcncc to the Falectinians. He said that, as I would be 

aware, the Palestinia!1s and the BA r.ad IIdone jobs for each other from 

time to tir:l'3". iie thc<.tSht that if I could convince the PaleGtinians 

that they were barking up the 'rlron;?:, tree and that the Provisional IRA 

are really a Rigr.t-ViinC group \·"h.o h3.ve no sup!'ort amongst the Irish 

people, th0n it mie;ht be l)o~sible to influence Gaddafi through them as 

they are the only people that Gacldafi listens to. 

I said th'?~ t - '10t-;n and ','elccMe·-l his advice on this matter o.nd that 

porhc.ps :ny '1isi t to the Yinanr: h.l Ti!:es Conference in Cairo in June 

migi:t proviae an o3?portunity to me~t represontatives of the PLO. I had 

not in fact dene so during my ver~' b7'ie.~ visl t to the tt.iddle East in Ma,.v 

lust year. He recomm~nced that I meet the man who acts as ForeiGn 

t:iinister for the PLO - ho mentioned his name but unfortuna.tely I 'r/as not 

able to e;et a r.ot~ of it. He said this man was frequently in Cairo and 

't here co:.tlc be a 800n chance that I 'r!ould be able to see hi!:1 there • 

.. 
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I forz:-:ed the im;)'r~ !?' ~i.on t11a t in mf.l~in6 this suggestion he was not seeking 

.... ," to boost the l ,o!:i tion of the PJD 01' to pu~h us in ~O dil~ect contact with 

them. It eec~e~ to mc a quite genuine 6uegeGtion intended to be hc'pful 

to Us ':li th o' ~r prohlcms. 

r asked him '."het1::~r he wouJd do ,·,hat he could to influence other Third 

\iorld countr::'cc :in the matter, ex}?laining to them that the position in 

Ire land v/as r.ot :l.S they scclLp.d to undcr~tand it to be. He said that he 

certainly 'Not..ld do 'v/hat he could in -1-' • 
"ll~S matter. 

At this point :I'l C said that he felt ':le should conclude as otherwise the 

Horoccans would bb.me him fOl' onr late arrival there, saying that he had 

deliberately held up our dcp.:l.rture. 

! found him exl.::.c;r.ely friendly and co-o9crative throughout our discussion .. 

He did not DCC.{ t:> raise any of th~ GC1:[;i ti ve issues which are associated 

;;e seemed very il1':1::.-essc-J by a reference I made early in 

the discussion to orr unc1errta.ndinB; of t;1e position of the countries in 

the Third '.:orlcl b~c8.u.sc of our o\Jn c;,:pc:'ic:lce of Colonialism and of nco-

Colo::1ial ism i:1 -:. ~~ 50 years :t:- tor imkpen:lence. lIe remarked that I was 

the first r:ini.s to r from F:uro":,e \-Iho hl1.d e vcr spoken about neo-Colonialism 

in terms that G[:owed that I kne;"f ',oJhrit it mC3.nt. 

.. 
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