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The Jrl. I ir.Crl'·lon - Rccent !::xc.hanges ----

Backr:rounc1 

It is clc;)t', both fr'l,m t-1r Prior"s COT'IP.]cr,ts Lo thc r·1inistel' and 

f I' 0 r.1 as i d e 3 by 11 ~ S 0 f t'i cia 1 s, t hut wo I' k i s no VI s tar t:i !" '3 (j f' i t i s 

not alrcady undcrHCI)) Hithin the UIO on 2. new dIJvolution irdtiativc 

J t i s d j f f j c u 1 t toe s c. Cl p c t. h L' i [~ P I' (.: ~ ion 

t h ~1 t, f lJ t' the ne x t .: L 3 g eat 1 c' a s t, ne i t h f' r ~1 r Pr' i 0 r no I' t. i s 0 r f i cia 1 ~ 

w i :... h tOil. pt I Cl 3 . set, n e I r' ish d j rr ens ion. Tn·::!y WOU1(j like the SDLP, 

p e I' h Cl ps f:H' t i f i cd by t h c C 0 [) C 1 us ion S 0 r t h c For u m, to j 0 i t\ t ~l l! 

Asscnbly and thcy f 'el that the prospect of "powel'-shar,j nL:" in some 

form should be adequatc both to attract the SDLP in tho:...c circumstance 

and to Impel the Ir'ish Government to ur[;e the SOLP to that decjsion. 

Thc most th y would contemplate , and cven this is far from certain, 

is the r a r 1 i a m f' n t a I' y Tie r 0 f the A. T. F r' a '" ~v 0 r k • 

During Cln off.icial level luncheon in London on 27 July (pr'csent 

were: Drennan and n'r'r'yfield of the rno, Amb(lssador Kenn(>dy and 

the undcrsie;ncd), they raised this whole qucstion very much in the 

scnse that wc would b0 extremely lucky to get any sort of power-shari 

off the ground and that any insistence on an "Irish dir.lcnsion" 

would bring it down. 
\ 

I put a diffIJrcnt arglln nt to thcm for three reaSO!1s: ( i) to 

s t j m u 1 ate a n e H a p p T' t. ( i a t ion 0 f the I r ish dim ens ion, (i i) tor a i se 

t h cbi d din g 0 n 0 If' ~ 1 d \.. and (i i i) b c c a use r bel i e v 8 the c x i g c n c i e s 

of the situation to have changed objectively during the p~st two 

years. The are;umf~ni, which I described as purely personal - and 

necessarily so becau~c we would have to wail for the Forufl's report 

to formulate our Government's position - ran as follows: 

the most urgent necessity shared by both Governments and by 

thc people of Northern Ireldnd now is ~tability: 

streets <::nd ro ad~; of Nor'ther'n I ['el and; 

o r' cl e r 0 nth e 

ins tab i 1 i t yha d fed 0 n a l!. n 8 : i 0 r I a n L: d i s a f f t; (: t i 0 ~ .... t 1 i c h t 1 a d 

taken a deeper' h'11d arr:OT.f, rid 10:31 i.'.) dl:l'inr- th p " .• t. t. w 0 y t. Cl r s 

t h a n a tan y t i If C wit h i n er em C' r' Y ; 
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in these circumstances it was likely that, even under the most 

generous (to Nat ionali st:;) system of "po\-le1'-~harj nb", ord( r 

mic;ht not inf'viLably supc.rven - - thinr,s had now ["onL; too far 

fOl' that; 

to a t t e m pta "p 0 \J e r - s h a r i n g " i nit i a t j v e i nth 0 sec j r cum s tan c ~ s 

j1w i t h 0 uta tt a c kin G the pro b 1 em 0 f a I j en 2. t ion \.,' 0 u 1 d be l'i ass i ve ] y 

(self-dCfeatine;, not just hecause pr'obably neit.her the Jri5h 

I Go v c Y' n men t nor the S D L P wo u I dIe n d the i l' SUp P 0 r t, but be c a use, 

even if ir.lplerr.e!1t(·d, "po"'lcr-sharing" VlOltld be seen as an 

irreJevancy and that would be traglCj 

the problem therefore was to devise arrangements Vll1ich would 

make the principlf' of authority in Northern Ireland and its 

agents on the street minimally tolerable to the nationalist 

community <1t large (arrar.gements which cou.1d permit the SDLP 

toe x p res s sup p 0 r' t for the sec u r i t Y for c e s Cl. n de. g . t (l tI r r; t' 

young people to join up); 

the only direction or area of action I can envisage which would 

meet this requirement would be in the area of the "Irish 

dimension": any initiative taken to counteract disaffection 

would need to be clear and, to people on the street, tangiblej 

in effect it is necessarY,to give the princjple of authority in 

Northern Ireland a visible Irish legitimacy: what I had in 

mind was not merely a Dublin ideological desideratum, but an 

objective practical requirement as much needed by Britain as 

by ourselves. 

I put the same general argument on a personal basis to 

Mr Brian Mawhinney M.P., the instieator and (at Prior's behest) 

promoter of the present. devolutionary system of the N.l. Assembly 

Act, with whom I had a long conversation while in London. 

I had age n era I i n for' m a I con v (' r sat ion ",0 i t h the 8 r i t ish A rl lJ ass ado r 

here on 12th August. He asked, in Cl. way which I fell refl cted 

i f not ins t r u c t ion s <1 tIe a s t L r i e fin g b y L 0 n d ( n, IrJ het hey' the 

Parliamentary Tier would be enough in r.ly opinion to meet the 

requirements of the Irish Dimpr;sion. StressinG again that I was 
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g i v i n e <1 per's 0 n a 1 vie vI, I s aid i l \.,' 0 u 1 don 1 y be S 0 i f l h eau l h 0 l' i t Y 

of lhe Tier were palpable on the streets and J was not per~onal)y 

clear as lo how lhi~ might be devised. I went on to ~wy LLal the 

Go v e r' n lTl c n l 0 f ~ 0 u r ~; t' ] 0 () ked f 0 I' H Cl I'd d t. 0 t h c' c's UI b 1 ish m l' n L 0 f the 

Tier'. 

M.,J. Lilljs 

15 Aueust 1983 

c. c. PST 
PSM 
PSS 
Mr NCllly 
Ambassador London 
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