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THE BR IT I SH GENERAL ELECT I ON AtJD THE IMPL I CAT IONS FOR I RELAl~D. '- . . THE DEPART~iE:;T \·f I LL, I Al" SURE, BE PREPAR I NG AN ASSESSi"lENT OF THE H'1PL 1 CAT IO;.jS OF THE CONSERVAT I VE PARTY'S SUCCESS AT THIS hEEi<S ELECTIO~S HERE. ALTHOUGH THE DUST HAS NOT YET SETTLED I HOPE THAT THE FOLLOWING POINTS MIGHT BE OF USE. AS USUAL, 0 ;1 THESE OCCAS I O ;~S; TH;:RE A.RE THE paS! T lVE A:~ D TW~ ~tG!" r! 'lE ELE~~[t~T~ TO BE cor~s i DERt.u AtW I SHALL LIST THEt·l IU THAT ORDER. 

AAA POSITIVE RESULTS 
~ . . . , 

- '. 
- ' ~ 

.: ... "" -. .. ... .. . , . 
. . \ 

1. A STRONG GOVERNMENT, WITH THE LARGEST TORY MAJORITY SI~CE THE LAST ~AR, HAS J~ST BEEN ELECTED. IT IS TRUE ThAT THE PARTY NOW CONTAINS A POWERFUL ANTI-LIBERAL LOBBY ON T~IE TORY RIGHT AND A;'J. I N;~ER CAB I iJET PACI<ED \y' \ TH SUP?ORTERS OF THE PR I j'iE t'11 ~i I STER. · BUT THE EXPEH I c.::;CE OF Tile: PAST HAS SHm~~! THrl.T THERE i'1.\ Y BE :'~<)RE HOPE OF A RADICAL APPROACH TO THE PROBLEM OF PEACE IN IRELAND FROM A STRONS CONSERVATIVE GOVERNMENT THAN FROM A WEAK LABOUR GOVERNMENT OR FRO~ ALLIANCE IN PARTNERSHIP. 
I 

" .J 2. OUR GOVC:RiJf,lENT' S RELAT IONS IN I TH THE BR I T ISH GOVER N:'iENT ARE GOOD A~D ARE STEADQFAL ~ 
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'. 2. OUR GOVERNf·iENT'S RELATIONS WITH THE BRITISH GOVERNr·1ENT 
ARE GOOD AND ARE STEADILY IMPROVING. THE SINKING OF THE· 

. ; -'" 
" , . " . 

. BElGRANO, WH I CH TR I GGEf~ED OFF A SER IOUS DETER I ORAT I ON ,,_. : .. ' 
IH ANGLO-IRISH RELATIOt-JS IN 1982 AT THE UN, WAS fWT A t'lAJOR ... ..... . 
ISSUE II~ TH I S ELECT I O~:. ATTEj '~PTS BY THE OPPOS I T ION TO RA I SE " 
BOTH IT AND THE FALl'LA.JDS CAil,PAIGN IN ORDER TO CRITICISE . . .. 

. : " TP.2 GOBERi~;·:ENT REACTC:D I tJ GEi\ ERAL AGA I NST TH[f·j. .' 
" INDEED, IT COULD DE SAID THAT; IN A HIDER COtHEXT, IT ' ,:./.' 

.. .... 

. ' \vAS THE FALKLANDS F/,CTOR, CARRIED ·· INTO THE ECOUO[,jIC AND 
SCC J AL FIELDS, 'rJH I CH LIFTED THE PR H'1E r·~ I NI STER Ot~ TO 
VrCTORY DESPITE 3 1/2 MILLION UN~~PLOYED. OUR PRESENT 
GOVERNi1ENT I S NOT ASSOC I ATED \\11 TH LAST Yi:ARJ S . FAU~LANDS 
POLICIES. 

I~ " . . 3 .. THE AP?OINn·~E~ns TO THE BRITISH CABIt!ET ANt:OU~lCED 
LAST EVEr~Ir :G AHE BY tw HEAI~S NEGATIVE FRot'l OUR POINT 
OF VIE\'I. JIt~ PRIOR STAYS O:~ ' IN f~ORTHERN IRELAND" AS 
SUGGESTED Ir~·OUR PR (23) OF 27 r~AY, Ar~D IT IS JUST 
POSSIBLE THAT HE CAN FIrm A ~JAY FOR SDLP PARTICIPATION IN 
TH~ ASSE~BLY IN THE CONTEXT OF GENUI~ELY DEVOLVED 
GOVE Rt\j·jE ta . HE I S CC~:;" I TTED TO REFUS I NG SUCH DEVOLUT I ON 

- IN THE ABSENCE OF SDLP PARTICIPATION, AID HIS CONTINUATION 
AS SECRETASY OF STATE FOR I:J IRE:LA:m RECALLS THIS co;··a·lIT i"~NT 
IN THE cOt!SERVAT I vc: j·iAi,; I FESTO. SIR GEOFFREY HO\':E AT THE 
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3. THE APPOINn~Er\TS TO THE BRITISH -CABINET ArmOUNCED 
LAST EVEtJ I tvG ARE BY NO '''EANS NEGAT I VE FROM OUR PO I NT 
CF Vr~\(J. JIIv1 PRIOR STAYS ON IN NORTHSRN IRELAND, AS 
SUGGESTED HJ OUR PR (23) OF 27 ~1AY, AND IT IS JUST 
?~SSIBLE THAT HE CAtJ Firm A WAY FOR SDLP PARTI.cIPATION IN . 
TIE ASSEfmL Y I N THE CONTE XT OF GElJU I NEL Y DE VOl VED 
GO\'ER~:j'cENT. HE IS CO/·ir1ITTED TO REFUSltiG SUCH DEVOLUTION 
[P THE ABSENCE OF SDLP PARTICIPATION, AND~IS CONTINUATION 

. XSXS2J~RRX;U~R~X . 
. ' : AS SECRETARY or: STATE FOR N IRELAND RFCAI .U:' THIS CO[>11"1!Tr'lENT 

.~:.' Ill' THE CO~'!SERVATIVE t·1MJIFESTO. SIR -GEOFFREY HO\'/E AT THE 
FORE f GN OFF I CE HAS NEVER HAD A REAL IrNOL VEt~E rn I N I R I SH 

--. - AFFA I RS BUT I HAVE iUWWN H I M FOR t'1ANY YEARS SINCE OUR 
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. - DAYS AT THE OECD itJ PARIS Ar~D HAVE AL~!AYS SENSED AN 

:rtEREST IN IRISH RECONCILIATION - PEACE AND A WILLINGNESS 
; 0-

:'.". ... 
l . 

TO TAKE OUR SIDE OF THE ARGUEi'aENT ON BOARD. LEON BR/TTAINS ... 
. D?O' .;T:·1ENT TO THE HO'/iE OFF I CE I S ALSO \JELCOf'iE AS IT 

• ; , - f.EAt,.:S THAT NORi'1ArJ TEB I TT \~ I LL STAY DrJ AS SE:CRETARY OF . . .... . .. ... ~ .. 

• - > ~ STATE FOR Er'tPLOYf'1EI~T. TEBITT ~lIGHT \'.'ELL HAVE INTRODUCED \ 

" - ~: fEW LEG I SLAT I O~~ AS HO~1E SECRETARY \~H I CH COULD HAVE CAUSED . , 
eVIL UNREST IN N IRELAND. IT IS ALSO A POSITIVE DEVELOPMENT i 

_ THAT PETER \~ALKER HJ\S BEEN t'10VED OUT OF AGR I CULTURE TO ENERGYi' t")~. 
AFD HAS BEEN REPLACED BY t1ICH/;EL JOPLItW, THE FORi,1ER CHIEF 4. ~ 

. \':-n I P. WALI~ER HAS BE HAVED ARROGANTLY TO SUCCESS I VE I RI SH· ~ • 
. If'lISTERS OF AGR I CULTURE IN BRUSSELS /~:-mJ I FEEL, f~ADE FEV/' -- . f... 

, > 

"l> 10 YESTE RDAY f"iORrll NG 'vII TH I At4 Gm·) AFTE R THE TROOP I NG " ~1 V") A .<'1. 
, FRIENDS vllTH THAT DEPAIHHENT. ', ("ET MICHAEL JOPLIUG IN P'~~ 

" THE COLOU~ CEREf''IONY AND HE I j'/1PRESSED r'~E WITH HIS' Vi I SH TO .~ . t) 
IEVELOP GOOD RELATIOi'~S vJITH OUR DEPARTI''iENT OF AGRICULTURE . .' . . . ... ".. ",. . 

_ . ~. ThE STRONG CONSERVATIVE MAJORITY REINFORCES THEIR 
~NtFESTO COMMJTTME~T TO MEMBERSHIP OF THE E~fiOPEAN 

_' COr·ii-jUrq T I C:S. FOR US , THE IYiOST v/ORRY I fJG FE;\ TURE OF THE 
. UBOUR r~A1H FESTO \'/AS THE UNDERTAI< Jt.JG TO LEAVE THE EEC 

AUD THE CHAOS TH I S tt/OULD HAVE CAUSED 1:4 OUR ECONOr~ I C 
_ . RELATIONS HITH GREAT BRITAI~l . IN FACT I fJ RECE~.JT :·iONTHS 

SUPPORT HC:RE FOR THE CO:·j;,lUN I TIES HAS RISEN REII;/\RK"BL Y 
. M-!D A RECElH GALLUP POLL I ND I CATES THAT 53% NO\'/ fJMJT TO 

I . P~:ItA r.· I N EUROPE At'ID 35% \'/ANT TO LEAVE. ABOUT EIGHT 
I DNTHS AGO THE FIGURES \\'ERE I~EARl Y REVERSED . THE 

I 'COl:SERVATIVE VICTORY HAS REt,lOVED OUR COr';CERN AND IT IS 
- i-.'"0RTH t~OT I r~G THAT I ~J THE RECE~.jT CAHPA I GN LABOUR LEADERS 

~ £RE BY NO MEANS AGREED ON WI THDRAWAL. SIR GEOFFREY HOWE, 
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THIS IS A REAL PAIN ILL START AT ~O 4 OK 

e Ell U tO~~T· AV TO G BACK. THAT FAR 

,-

JUST BRING YOUR TAPE BACK ABOUT A FOOT AND WE'LL PICK .. ,..r 
.- . UP START IT AT RANDor-, AN!) viE'LL TIE IT IN+ 
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FRIENDS WITH THAT DEPART~ENT. I MET'MICHAEL JOPl.ING IN 
-... - : NO 10 YE.STERDAY '-'10RNING \'11TH IAN Gm,! AFTER THE TROOPING 

THE COLOUR CEREI,10r'N Mm HE IfI,PRESSED ;'1E \0/ I TH HIS WISH TO 
DEV£LOP ~GOOD RELATIONS WITH OUR DEPARll~Etn OF AGRICULTURE, \ 

-, 

". 4. THE STRONG CONSERVATIVE MAJORITY REINFORCES THEIR 
. MANIFESTO COt·'1~1ITTit,i:rH TO il,Ei';DERSHIP OF THE EUROPEAN · 

. CO~"J·iUrJlTIES. FOR US, THE f·iOST ~JORRYI NG FEATURE OF THE 
-- LABOUR 1-1AU I FESTO WAS THE UNDERTAK I NG TO LEAVE THE EEC 

AND THE CH,\OS TH IS \t,'OULD HAVE CAUSED.. J N OUR ECO~~m~ I C 
RELATlot~S \·/lTH GREAT BRITAliJ. IN FACT IN RECENT ~~O~JTHS 
SUPPORT HERE FOR THE Cor'~MUtll TIES HAS RISEN RE~'ARKABL Y 
AND A RECENT GALLUP POLL I un I CATES THAT 53% rWIt! ~';M~T TO 
REf-1A I N itJ EUROPE M;D 35% "'lAIn TO LEAVE. ABOUT EIGHT 
r"'-o~nHS AGO THe: F I GUf"{ES \,fERE t:EARL Y REVERSED. THE 
COI\SERVA T I VE VI CTOHY HAS REt'~OVED OUR CO~!CERN Mm IT r S 

. ; \ h'ORTH NOT I t~G THAT I N THE RECErn CAf'1PA I GN LABour" LEADERS 
... ~:ERE BY h'O tl:EANS AGREED ON VIITHDRAvlAL. SIR GEOFFREY HOWE, 

tHE NE':I FORE t GfJ SECRETARY, HAS SHo\·.'(-;, AS CHANCELLOR, ' 
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I.f~ I NVOL VE!'~E NT AND A COi·~f·~ I TI'· lE NT TO THE PROCESS OF 
H1TERiiATICf~AL ECOfmr1iC tJEGOTIATiOf~ HHICH ~JJLL STRENGTI-iEiJ 
BRITAI1~S EEC LII~KS. ONE SENSES THAT, LIKE Fr~Ai:CIS PYI'l, 

• ~. .."'"10 .: '" ~ 

GEOFFREY HO\vE HAS i'jUC H ~'~ORE OF AN ! ~JST itJCT I VE COj.j~11 Tf'1ENT 
TO EUROPEAN COOPERATION THAN HIS PRI!,;t: ~1INISTER. 

~ 

... ' 
5. ANOTHER POSITIVE FACTOR IS THE LIKLIHOOD THAT UNDER 
THE COt~SERVATIVE GOVERr,;,;EflT THE PUin VilLL cor'nlNUE TO 

. ErlJOY I TS EXPORT D I FFEREi~T I AL AS AGA IIJST STEf<L I NG. A 
L4BOUR GOVERNj~ENT, AS I N FRANCE, WOULD HAVE VERY-' 
LIKELY LED TO A DEPRECIATIOi' IN STERLIIJG AND THE 
I~POS'TION OF IMPORT CONTROLS WHICH, IN THE CONTEXT 
OF A tr~OVE OUT OF THE COM1'tUrll TY, ~OULD HAVE CAUSED . 
US GREAT ECOt~OtvjIC UPHEAVEL. . '. ~ 

-lA' 

--

.' :; - . , .. . - -

6. F f fJALL Y, I T SEE~'1S LESS L I KEL Y THAT A STROI·~G TORY 
GOVERr\j'~E rn \~ I LL BE H~TERESTED ,,~ THE FOR~·1AT I OU OF A 
EUROPEAN DcFE/I;CE COi,::";UfJITY \·:ITHIN THE EEC \/HICH I~IGHT 
BE REGARDED AS A ST~AIN ON US - EUROPE RELATIONS AND 
A RIVAL TO THE ~~ATO ALl.t M 'CE. \tiE ARE L I KEL Y TO SEE 
A FURTHER STREr~GThr.:r~I!~G OF US - UK RELATIOi~S. IF VIE 

, " 

. , , 
'. 

CAN BR I t;G ACEQUATE P~ESSURE TO BEAR OU THE US GOVERNMEl'1T 
THERE IS AN IMPORTA~T SENSE IN WHICH CLOSER US-~K 
RELATIO:{S COULD BE I~ATIOrU~LLY OF USE TO US. -
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• L. ... ~ ~uT ~·.E i '.U~ T f,Luv j;, t.,~1 j J Id .. 1) I l l :: n)LLW-r;-;'(; '-""'""", 
t;EGAT f VE FEATURES OF THE ELECT I OIJ FOR US: , '"' ... ' , .. 
'1. THE SDLP WILL BE SEEN HEfiE AS LOSI NG FURTH~R GROUND ~ 
TO PSF \.'1 TH THE Ii-;PL I CAT I or~s THAT ~.J I LL HAVE FOR' POSS' ELE· e PO',';'ERSHl.R I t:G I N THE FUTURE. DESP I TE JOHr~ ' HUi·;E ' S ,SUCCESS 
HJ FOYLE, 30TH HIS DePUTY LEADER AIm HIS CH I EF ','/H I P 

, -. 

~t'ERE DEFEt.TED Ar~D O~~LY ONE REPKESEtHED ELECTED TO ~ 
~,'ESTt1InSTEP." THE SDLP 'rllLL rW\tJ HAVE TO FIGHT THE It~AG~ 
OF A PARTY ON THE WAY OUT. THE DECLINE IN THEIR VOTE 
FROM 1a.8 TO 17.9 PERCENT CO~HRASTS v/ITH THE PSF INCREASE 
FRO:~ 10.1 TO 13.4 U~ THE COUTEXT OF THE ASSEi··mLY VOTE. 
IN EFFECT, PSF , CAU ARGUE THAT IT HAS A ',1MWATE ,FROi1 
OVER O:·~E TH I RD OF THE NAT I OI·JAL I ST VOTE INN 'RELAND. 
TH~ DEFEAT OF GErmy F I TT H; \'/E ST BELFAST viAS -GR EATLY 
REGRETTED IN \'JESTH I NSTER \'JHERE HIS COURAGE VJAS 'f{ \'-1 I DEL Y 
AD;·lI RED. THE THREE \yAY SPL IT WH I CH CAUSED HIS DEFEAT 
HAS NOT E~~HANCED THE REPUTATIO~J OF TP1e: SDLP HERE. 

I " . ' 

2. DESP ITE THE STR I FE BET\\'EEtJ THE UN I ON I ST PART I ES THEY 
SHOWED A, CLOSER SENSE OF SOLIDARITY IN VOTING TO KEEP OUT 
NATIONALIST CANDIDATES, WITH THE RESULT THAT T8EY GAINED 
15 OF THE 17 SEATS, 11 OF THESE OFFICIAL UNIONISTS. 
TH I S RESULT CANNOT HELP THE CRED I B I L I TY OF JOHN HUr'lE IN 
~lESTr'HNSTER, \~ELCOi-iE AS HIS PRESENCE WILL BE, AND CAN ONLY 
IJ)D TO THE FRUSTRATION OF TilE rvJlNORITY POPULATION IN THE 

" NORTH. ~ 

3. IT 1-1 J GHT ALSO BE ARGUED THAT THE OUTLOOK FOR THE NEH 
,FORur-, CANNOT HAVE BEEN HELPED BY THE FACT THAT THE SDLP 
THE OHl Y NORTHERN PARTY I tJVOLVED, GA I tJED ONL Y or~E SEAT. 
BUT I 0:; THE OTHER HA~;!) viE' CAN ARGUE HERE THAT THE TASK 

t • ~ 0 " ". 

~.." . 

, I 

~ ",,;. 

... ...... .. .. . 
: ' .. .. 

OF THE FORU:,l , 1J:H I CH I S TO DEVELOP A DEf·jOCRAT I C 
l\A T I OHAL 1ST APPROAC:i TO A ~; E\4 I RELMJD, I S ALL THE 
~DRE VJTAL [JaW IN VIEH OF GRm<lING SUPPORT FOR THE 

~ .. ".. :. 0: .... 

• 1..:.. I" .. • ~ .. ' .. I.. .. 

-" .. I .... .. .- • 

.. ,'. ,', : :. PARTY OF V IOLENCE I f~ THE rWRTH. ' . . - ' 
• ~, ~ 0·. Y' .. 

... - , ..!. ~. I j t' 

... '".. t ~ .. ~. 

4~ WITH THE SUCCESS OF THE ~RIME MINISTER'S PARTY 
f-OPES FOR THE I NTRODUCT I ON OF A SYSTEr-1 OF PR I N BR I TA I t'J 
AND A RADICAL CHAr lGE IN BRITISH POLITICS HAVE PERCEPTIBLY 
WANED. SHE IS ESPECIALLY OPPOSED TO PR" EVEN THOUGH THE 
STR I K (j-~GL Y (NEQU I TADLE RESULT ODTA I r;ED BY T~:E ALL lANCE 
Ifl TEP-i·'iS OF SEATS COtJST I TUlES A PERSUAS I VE ARGUEi'lE NT 
FOR ITS I NTRODUCT I ON. ~JllAT r'iAY Co:,j ~ INSTEAD, 
BEAR Jr~G - U~ tIJ I ND THE COi·1POS I T I ON OF THe: r~E\>/ HOUSE I I S A 
P.E~\E\~::D i.,OVEMENT TOHARDS THE I fJTRODUCT I ON OF THE DEATH 
PEt~AL TY FOR TERROR I ST AIJD Sor'-1E OTHER OFFENCES. THE 
CONSERVAT IVES IH THE HOUSE ARE THOUGHT ~JO\v TO BE EVENLY 
BALANCED ON THE ISSUE AND ITS INTRODUCTION IN THE ~ORTH 
\~ULD HAVE FURTHER POLARISING AND DESTABILISING EFFECTS. 

5. F I r~ALL Y, OfJ THE ECONOr"i I C FRO f'.41 , t·~RS THATCHERS V I CTORY 
IS LIVELY TO LEAD TO RENEWED PRESSURE WITHIN THE EEC 
FOR BUDGETARY REFO RM AND THE CURBI~G OF CAP EXPENDITURE. 
AS THE SEtJlOR PRH1E MlrnSTER \'IITHU! THE NIf:E SHE f~0\4 IS 
SAFE FOR AT LEAST FOUR YEARS AND KNOWS THAT ALL THE 

,OTHER cor'11'-'1UN ITY GOVER:~:~E"~TS HAVE TO FACE ELECT I or~ BEFORE 
SHE DOES. WE MAY, ACCORilINGLY, HAVE TO FACE A TOUGHER 
BR1TISH BARGAINI!JG STAf·.;CE BEGINNlr~G AT STUTTGART r~EXT \'lEEK. 
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