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l " I) I If). () 
lIiVhly COldid('liliCd 

Attitudes of Prim ~_M~nls t Lr rflutcfler (111,1 l.lrilisfl ,Qvelll(JIvn l l o 

Northern Ireland a!'..9 _1:~ ltlLed In(JLl'!rs , l IlIl'rvin~ from Mini s l er for 

F 0 rei Q n A f fa i r~l1y l' llll LI!> wi t I1 I,) I (. i U I1 ') /., I (. I (11 Y I) > (L~ JUIIUUIY) 

and Northern Irelund SCC! (.d~ry P r i()r (I ,,1> 1 uur y) 

1. Messrs. Barry tllld r'~1I1 <I ~JI(,td "11 Ill l' 1"·II ,· lit' "I tJ tJ,)oci Cl lld ope n per son a 1 r e 1 a t ion 5 1I i P h e l w e (' n lA i II i <, t " I <; i n I It f' I VI 0 (( I lJ 11 l I if' , . Mr. Pym recalled 1I1ul wlll'l1 Ih e 11l()j"('(1 1I \'1115 IAild , I '; r for I Ol eilj" A f f air san d Mr. P y In \'(( I 5 I1 () rill e .. 11 I I t. 1 , I 11 " ,)" I (' t t I r" r' f' I t I I i () 11 '; w f' I P good. He said h e l ooked IOlw(lld to 111("linq Ull ' T(I (J i~('(lcll (ll Ilt l! European Council . 

2. Mr. Pym referr ed l a Sl'CU liL y us Ll ll' IIlu'l cl"Jlic<J I issue ill No r the r n Ire 1 and Cl f f u i I 5 • 11 e so j d I f I (I I I f I" A~, se f111,\ Y W (I S I h t~ I I' (JJ I d would remain ther e and lflClI the Ilri I i 511 \")VP JrIIlIC!llI I tjTc'l t L,d III C' SDLP position of non-pClrlll.jp(Jli()rt ~11 1'1 iOI rnu"e lIl L Stllllt' !,oilt! wit h , as 0 ne m i 9 h Lex p e c l, fill) (11 CJ I ,. (I I " 1 ( I I " tJ 11 cl I, t; 1 i 11 ~J Mr. I' y III agreed that politi cions in the Norlll hlld rutl uu L ) f ideus IJu l referred to the Assembly (IS U pluce wll' If' tfl('}' (old,] u l \ t!usl 1I1t!!' l . It was agreed at th e 801ry/f>ym 1I1C'( lill tj IIllll lillle rOl rld h' dUlle ')11 the political front in an Cl l l11osp l1f' ( c' of (Ill illll'('ndil1(j \'JC", lmin " l er e l (-c llon. 

3. Mr. Prior starlecl by sU<J~eslill~ lf llil lfle (pne r u l e; il uol i on in Nor the r n Ire 1 and was bel l e r tl lU n it I III cl " c: en. r hen lJ IIll) era f h u 1111 rI n ~ s was less than in th e posl und do,ly lil " fl(Jd 1 ,- lurl1 e d 10 (J Illorc normal state. Troop numbLrs Illd br'/ ' II " 'JI"I'lJrli,rlly I l'clllccd.flt' sClid, IlOVleve r, that society there W(JS mOle l) o l(lri s(,,1 Ifl(111 ('VI'I. As llle (Ilsc.us')!orl developed, Mr. Prior rev('(lled ll1olkl'c\ t ,,' lill ~J') of fllJ 5 Lluliotl u t III I! intractability of the problem ond (11 11 1/' 1I1'Po r c'I1 l "1)', lo L I ,,s l o (lilY identifiable avenues of UdVCII1Lt'. 

4 • Mr. P r i 0 r sui d l h (I l Cl 11 l: U rid so l) j, ( I i v l' 5 i tI e; f' 1\ i rHJ U p 1I J(~ Northern Ireland AS~)l'llIlll)' fl(Jd 1)('(11 I t> ", !>vi dt; rl f 0 11 111l ill wldcll politicians could talk 10 (.'(1(1, o lfl l; I , Il , ((III<;id" 1 s lid e; i s n ow beg inn i n g t 0 ha p pen and pO i n i (. d 1 0 C () 111 t J( l 5 , ) C t W (' e n LI, e () lJ Pan cl A 11 i an c e par tie s . He i 11 l end s l 0 I L' e p I f lC' Ass t~ III b l), ~J 0 i n 9 u l lea 5 l until the British General EleLtion. 11 'Ju ld be jmplied from hi s approach that he would wi sh l o ~)('( i I t Illl lillU l: IH'yon cl lhe Ge nerol E 1 e c t ion . Mr. P r i 0 r 5 t. res r ( cl III (I l i tl ( I ( ( () r cl un c e VI i I 11 l h e leg 1 5 I (I l i u tI setting up the Ass emb ly lh ere cou ld I", Ill) dt~vo ll1li )11 ()f puwcrs unlll the necessary cOlldi Iloll s (ill( IlJdill U wid''''pl( (HI (JLCC'lrlUIlC€.. tl l r oug l1old the community) arc me l . 

5. Mr. Prior wunlecl lIl e SIJlP l o I)e illV,dvl,d in tll(' Asscll1ldy. One pro p 0 sal hew a s r e con s i d C I i n ~J w (I ~ I Iw l \'I 1I I C f 1 W Cl <., I e j e c t. C cl b y u 11 the parties excefJl the SIJLP ill th l' run up lo lIle Assemb l y initialive -t hat hew 0 u 1 d b e C 0 m e Chi erE x I ' cu i i v ('or I I ~ ~ 0 I 1I1 e r t1 1 r l! 1 Cl n d Go v e 11 rrn e n l and appoint four ~Ainisters, o I)!' Cllcil fr'llll ()f lh e SDlP , DUP, OlJr ond Alliance. This would n ol be 1I powel ~flll ' illlJ Ex('culjvc but power distributed by th e Secrelory of' 5>lu l e. U" I'riol W(JS not plepur ed to move on this unless he W(lS cer luin (In undivided SD LP would come into the process. 

6. In the context or a discussj( 11 tlboul ucce"s f or Provisiollol 5inn Fein Mr. Prior soi d Ih e Ol'ili :;h cOlJ ld IleV'. 1 I t fu c , lu see e le c Le d 

/ ... 



2 

representatives at some l e v e l. Th f'y 11<1.1 <1, , ( i <ll, d 10 ""'e l PS f- o n 
constituency but n o t o n cOlls tiluli o ll u l 111(1 11 ' 1 '> tl n d Ih (· " on ly wll e ll 
others are present . r SF hud h o d 0 11 (' 1IIf" li lli) w ill l Cl jUlli ()1 Mini s l " 1 
and representativ e s fro m th e SOLI on d A ll i Otl (' P hod II I sO b ee n 
present. Mr. Prior (. 10il1l e o tllUt t he ll SY S l l'llI wou ld flo l oll o w 
them to "deliver" to th e SOLP O V (' J PSf i ll «. /1 <; 1 i I ill " Il e y t e rm s , 
but if he found on y way lie wo ul (1 ( I n i l 

7 . The que s t ion 0 f ex t I (J d i l i 0 tl W () sd i . ( )' , ~ (. d , lA" I' r i () , 
ex p res sed 9 rat i l u d e f o r l h e Mc G 1 i n e h I r ) I J" II 1111'11 I lie (f c k il o W 1 (! d IJ f cl 
that the 1976 Cr im i no l Lo w J u r is t/i e li fJlI 1/1/l1I1I · 11I1f · ,II ) Ac t VIII') n ow 
working better. A co n ces si on fl OIll liS ' 11 I ' XI I 1( liti u lI wou ld h e l p 
a 11 a y the f ear and sus pi e i O il S 0 r I J 11 i 011 i " l .., . I U 1 d ( J '>vII' i e s o i d 
that while extraditi o n wos no l <In i sc,uI' (lV " , wh ic ll th e Orilisll 
Government was inc e n se d, i l was sOll1c lhi lHJ on wh i c ll th e puhli c 
had 5 t r 0 n 9 vie w s . 11 e (J s k c cl 1 r till ' 1 t' W 11' ( ,11 Y III i II!J l I )( It w {J I Jl cl I iI (J I·· e 
extradition neg o ti oh l c f (l l li S. 

B • I n r e s p 0 n s e l 0 u q U l' ~ t i () tl r 1 () III II I I I 1 1/ I i " I ,. I I JI J • " !l 1,1 I s . r 11 fI I ( I )(J I ' s 
attitudes, Mr. Pri or soi d lh <l t s h e W( I ' 1" , < i ( (l ll ;- d VI' f' y' s lr o n ) 
U n ion i 5 t, a s Mr . r y m c U u 1 cl Cl 1 s o l e " l i f ( i 11 I I ltl )l) I (tl j () 11, I1 e 
C ha r act e r i sod her (1 s (1 tl "l' /11 U I 1 0 I H " tl, I i 1111 i I " i.l f r 'If I (J 0 VI , 11" I 

Par 1 i a men tar y P r i v al e Sec r c l Cl r y, w u:> d ,", ( I i 1)( · cl I) 5 Cl 11 r n I> i d 11 Cl n cl (f 
"romantic" Unioni s t . Mr . Pri u l '>(f ie! ll llll II II~ l' li lll(: t,li tl i c; l e r wus 
under th e influen ce o f MI . En o( h P ow" ll wll" "' " i n l " II I' c l SIH! t! flj oye d 
and who was very f,J e rs u u s i ve , so lh n l Lll ' I hn l r.llCI f uu nd h e r s~' lf 
drawn to the Uni on i s l s i de. I n fu rlh e f "Y IIIIJII(jl'S, t.l r . I ri o r 
said that she did n o l f oclJs o n lI ,ep r n l) l ' "1 nll cl I' r n l), ti . l y w i s h e d 
it would go away . 

18 Ma r ch, 1983. 

Copies to : 

1. Taoi se ach 

2. Mini s ter f o r fU l ciu n A /f (lir ' 

3. S e cr e tary l a til e l'()V(, f /llll" tt! 

4 . S e c r eta r y, 0 e p Cl r l lll e n l 0 r 1- () I I ' i q 11 /\ 11 ' I i I c, 

5. Mr. W. Kir wu ll 

6. Fil e held c on f id C'l il iu ll y i ll 11 11' 11'1 " 11 1" 111 , ,( 11 " , f n<J i 'leul h . 
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