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John Bowman: 

RIE Radio 1 - Day Ry Day 

20 rebruory, 1903 

In the course of the Assembly elections Inst October, tho SDLP 

put forward proposals for a Council for a new Ireland. From 

their manifesto I quote "It is time for those who believe in 

a new Ireland to spell out their proposals in some detail and 

towards that end it is the inLention of the SDLP to propane 

to the I rish Government the seLting lip 0 f n Council for a 

new Ireland made up of members of the Dail nnd also those 

mandated in this Assembly election. The Council", said the 

SDLP, "should have a limited life and have the specific task 

of examining the obstacles to the creation of a new Ireland 

'S l ':l\\- h<J wv~ Vi') ~ and producing for the first timp. on behal f of nll the elected 

'J \ C' democrntic porties in the country an nQreed hlueprint so lhal 

John Hume: 

= 

a debnte on roal alternatives c:m het)in I'Jitilin t.he AnfJlo-Irish 

framework. The SDLP \'Jould hope 10 rlny its parL in SllCh n hody." 

-, " NmJ tllnl rrop();.nJ hns nincD heen IHII 10 th(~ Trir,ll Government, 

the Coalition [;overnment at tnlks about D week HCJU by' tile 

pnrly lender, John Ilume, in Duh1in. lie nlso npoke then Lo 

the Fiof)na Fnilleader, Charles lI,lUC)heyj Dnd in tile course 

of I·lr Ilauf)hey I s oddress at the week-end he sa i cl, "yle would 

supporL rlS Q valuable first step in prepnratirm for the final 

constilulionnl setLlement the SDLP prorosal for n Counpil for 

a new Ireland. Such a Council cOlJld in advonce prepare an 

out! ine pIon ~/hi('h \'Jould comrnnnd tho support of 011 shade!! of 

nationalist opinion nnd could then be put before the all round 

consli tutionfll conference". John /fume joins me from Derry. 

Now flrc you happy with tile response so for from Charles /falJl)hey? 

Oh, yes, we are very pleased that Hr HauQhey in his nddrcss to 

the I\rd Iheit, has specifically endorsed our proposnl; jusl ns 

I welcomed last week the Government's intention to enter into 

consultation with the parties in the Dail with 0 view lo 

establ.ishing an al)reed approach and we are hopeful thnt lhese 

consultalions will now lead to the full acceptance of our 

proposnl. 
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Now there has been Gorne commenl quoted from SDLP sources 
suggesting that those sources nre less than happy with Lhe 
Government's response? 

Well, I haven't found that at [Ill. I find that there is a 
welcome for the Government's response because remember, the 
Government's response WIlS J think n nalural response in the 
circumstances. It has agreed to take the firsl step becauGc 
if wo ore f]oing to Get up an nll-pnrty body then clearly there 
haa got to be agreement among the parties so the Government 
being a government has got to ensure that there is goinq to be 
such agreement before committing itself to it. I think that 
Hr lIaughey's week-end responGe shows that thnt nqreement in now 
possible. 

t~r Haughey, for instance, in an interview a fter the Ard Fheis 
said he didn'l quite undorstnnd \~Ilnt the r;ovcrnment were snyinq. 
He \~as unsure of what they \~ere nt in their response la your 
sugges ti un. 

\~ell, I understAnd them to be srlyinq I.hol they ••••. 
rirst of all I have hnd lonC)thy discussions \,lith the (;overnment 
and with Mr Haughey nnd I understand tile Government to be saying 
that they ore now qoing to ent~r inlo conGultations with the 
parties in the Oail with B vim~ 1:0 n(~e;IHI whether in fact such 
a st.ructure [Hi we proposed can be set ulJ and I hope that 
of course ••• I don't underestimate them, noilher does anyone, 
the differencen that exist between lhe parties .ir. the South. 
I think iL' s not hidinl] anythimJ, it' s ~~o 11 knovln that the 
party differences in the Doil are sharper than they have been 
for a very long time. So are the personnlity differences and 
that makes an agreed approach perhaps more difficult but as 
against that the crisis in the North is far worse than it has 
ever boen and calls for reserves of generosity rind riRinf) above 
party differences; and indeed if these party differences didn't 
exist on the North we wouldn't be puttinr] forwnrd such n 
proposal at this time hecause we believe that it is absolutely 
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essential that there be a united approach in the face of the 

present cri sin in the North to Lhe Oritish Government bccnllse 

if the North is a rarty political issue in the Republic then 

there isn't goin!] to be any solution. rhe Oritish Government 

will always Ile ohle lo play off one p~rty's approach aqninst 

another which is what they have done very successfully to date. 

Out not on personalities. It is speci fically on policy. 

Hr HauCJhey has nhmys emphasised Hlat he hasn't really 

understood the emphasis on hi-partisanship during perhaps 

Hr Lynch's term as leader of Fianna Fail and he seen renlly 

significant differences between the Fianna Fail policy on 

Northern Irelund and other parties' policies in this island. 

Well, we see differences in their approach as well, of the 

parties in their emphasis. I think it wouldn't be on unfair 

summary to suggest that Fianno Fail have always concentrated 

on the British responsibility And the need for nritoin to 

take the major step to bring about change whercas thr. r.overnmer 

pnrtien have ('()f)('cnlrnt ,ed more on reconcil iation \'Iithin Ireland. 

Now we in the SDLP happen to he Heve thn t a Dollltion reqll i rOB 

actually both approaches to rJo hanc! in hand because both 

the nritish have got to change their position and so have 

the Unjonists ond so indeed hove the rest of us because I have 

OftPl1 snid thal the c!iffcrences in t.he Norl h, Lhnt they hove built. 

fI \'J,lll at the rnoll)C"nt. in lhe Norl.h beb·/()cn Lhc LI'JCl SCCliOIlD of 

LI,O cornmullHy jn nelfast, fin actual rhynicul lliJJl. ftmL ~'1Q1l 

hLl~, rerlnced linf'n of Britinh soldiers nnd I mC<:ln the 

vcry existence of thnt wall is an indictment of everybody in 

Ireland bvc8use what it actually means is thnL our pnst appronche 

Ilave led us there and if it doesn't force us or doesn't 

challenge us to have 8 re-thjnl< ahout our whole approach then 

nothing ever will. And what we are basically saying is tllis 

and this is where I think the area of agreemenL will emerge, 

if people sincerely want to solve thc Northern probJem. If you 

look at. the fundamental British position and the functamentnl 

Unionist position, they are octunlly identical nnd therefore if 

/ .... 
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you want to change .it and remember wc are all committed la 
changing it by political means, thcn we must do it by the full 
process of persuasion and that funciamental position is this. 
Unionism has represented itself in this country as the only 
protector of the Protestant heritage in Irelnnd and that any 
solution outside the Unionist context would, in fact, threaten 
the Protestant identity. That is not only a challenge to the 
rest of Ireland. That is, in fact, an insult to the rest of 
Ireland, because it is saying that we cannot build in Ireland 
B definition of Irishness ",hich is all-encompassing of all 
our traditions. NrM the 13ritish Covernment I s position is that 
it tacitly accept!.) thal. because that is the only tOllqible 
reason for the maint:enance of, for Rritain maintaininrJ the 
UnionisL veto and chnnge. Now Lhe only people who cun actually 
challenge thal ore Lhe democrnlic parties in the Dai 1 and 
pArties like ourselves by cOlninq together and showing that we 
can rine above party differences and put a blueprint on tllo 
table for an Ireland which docR cncompnSfl and cherish all its 
trndilions. 

Now the SOlP's proposals for n Council for a new Ireland. 
You want that to hnve a limited li fe and to represent democratic 
parties throughout the inland. Are you acceptinq that reaUatical 
thnt although th(~y would be theorctically entitled to come, 
thnt Unionisln and in that I om includinq the I\lliance party, 
wouldn't be ArrivinCj at that. r.ouncil? 

Oh I am accept.inl] thnt. I think YOIl nee thAt people, I think 
in fairness, lJarlicularly in the South tend Lo all the time 
!lot lo separLlte in lheir minds Unionists (Jnt! Proteslants 
Hhereas 1'-18 do. There is in ollr proposulD all Lhe Lime a distinct 
cli fferone!::! l'ihen 1'/8 nre talkin(J nbout Unionist:s nnd v/hen we nre 
tnlkinU obouL tile Protestant population. Wc are not excluding 
the ProtcsLnnL poplJlolion in nl1y WHy from our del ilwrul iorm. 
11e are excllldinl] Unionists bec(1Llse in effect we ore cllUllcnqinrJ 
the 1'-I1101e oasis of unionism, and we are s8yinl] to the rest 
that YOlJ canllOl produce n non-sectorian Ireland. Th(Jt's what ................ 
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Hold on. Are you saying that you would exclude the Unionists 

from coming la the COllncil for a new Ireland, or have YOlI ,ill!il. 

reolisod thnt they wouldn'l hnllwf nrrivinq? 

Well, I don't think it makes sense to invite them because 

the whole purpose of it is to challenge the whole basis of 

the unionist philosophy. What we are saying is that there is 

another form of Ireland which cnn protect the Protesblnt 

tradition and allow it to develop. We are not excluding anybody 

who believes in a new Ireland. The Ilnionists have specifically 

said they don't and so have the Alliance party. But what we 

would hope would happen would he that if ond when the body 

that we have proposed rroduces its blueprint onc! that it does 

show as I would expect it would or put on the table a very 

generous vision of a new Ireland; that thnt vlOuld then create 

quite nn amount of debate and discussion vJilhin lhe Norlh and 

particularly v-J1thin the ProtestanL communily and thoL we vlOuld 

have conling fonmrd people who vJOuld sc(~ that the bOCjey lOan thnt 

has always been plnced before t.hem is not in fact t1 hOCjey mnn 

ond Illflt because for t.he fi rsl t: ime the rnrties lhot believe 

in a new Ireland \'4ould be lIlovinq out from behind rhetoric and 

behind slogans because, you know, up to now it Ims anI y been 

s1090ni8ing and when wc only tolk of Irish unity in Lerrnn Ill' 

slo(]ans it is very easy for people like Ian Paisley and those who 

preceded him to dismiss it AS conquests of the Protestant 

community ••••••• 

As ortimum, when do you want the Council for Cl new IrelnncJ 

to meet, under whose ausrices, I-/ho sets it up, \'/ho funds it 

where does it meet, vlhat about those details? 

Well, those are details. First of all, nalurally, we address 

our request to the Government of the Republic to set up lhat 

body in agreement with the parties in the Dail and it wOlllcJ 

have, an we snid in our original rrorosal, n lirnited life. 

\'/e are not interested in a lcnc]thy talking shall. We want la 

si t down and look at the problems that lie in t.he vmy. Those 

problems nre very serious, very di fficult. They are not: an s illlple 

/ .... 
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as many people would have liS believe. It ill not simply a 

motter of removing the nrilish nnd then findillCJ thot the 

Irish problem is solved. There nrn serious economic prohlems ••••• 

(port of transcript misninu) 

..... I mean it would be quite unwieldy t.o have everybody, 

a representative of ench of the porties that believe in a 

new Ireland. 

And sitting in public? 

Well, public nnd privote. Public, I don't think the nnture 

of the job we are proposin<] thnt it should do. vie wont it 

done efficiently. \~e vmnt it done quick ly and what is 

important in what emer<]es ut the end of the cloy nnd not Lhe 

dAY to day deliberations. So it would obviously achieve much 

more if it was to meet in privnte. Rut I wouldn't be wedded 

to that. I think that if there was need for puhlic ~ essions, 

particularly if the Council wOlllcl be invitinlJ qroups to make 

submissions which I hope i t ~mllld and would leuve the mnkirlfJ 

of submissions open la any group in the country from any 

trallition lhat wanled to moke slIch sIJbmissions ••• 

In the Assembly electiun manifesto you said it w(Juld Lw working 

on beholf of all the elected clemocrotic porties in the COIJntry. 

Now would that include Provisional Sinn Fein since tlley were 

elected in the Assembly? 

Well, I wouldn I t define them os 0 democratic party. If they 

wish to lay down their armRlites then I think thnt I would stort 

to accept that they were democratic but I am afraid that that is 

. not the case, and even this morning I see one of their 

representatives, Hr Carne, saying that their next objective 

ie to destabiliGe the Republic, to destabilise the South. 

So, you know, I don't think that I am terribly interested in 

co-operating with them in that path. If they are prepared to 

/ ... 
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achieve their objectives the 8nme os tIle rest of us hy politicol 
meolls of peruunsion, Lhen nnLlJfillly I would vwlcoflle Lheir inpuL 
into any deliherntions. 

But you ~'1ouldfl' t expecL them lo he invited to the Counr il that 
you propose? 

If Lhey ~'1iGh to lay dm'lf1 their arrnelites I would h[lve no 
hesitation in inviting them. 

Hhen do you expecL Or FitzGerald, on behnlf of the Covernment, 
to give you n detni1eu response on his ideas on Lhis COllncil •••• ? 

Well, I would hope that it vJOuld be sooner rather than later. 
As I have olready said and as I have soid in my own conference 
speech a few weeks ago the crisis in the North nn both the 
political front and economic front is now extremely serious 
and the economic situation here is quite disastrous and is 
interacting very seriolJsly on the hopes for political 
stability. And that meons Lhnt there is a great deal of urgency. 
There is olso 8 politico 1 voccuum in that I don't expect much 
movement from the British r,overnment in terms of an initiativo. 
I think that makes an Irish initiative all the more urgent and 
I believe, by the way, thot if such an initiative were token 
for the first time, if ynu had a united nppronch nnd n blueprint 
on the table Hhich effect] vely challenged Lhn 1>88is of Ori tinll 
policy I think you ~~oIJld qet n LransforrnnLion in the unhrll.c 
1.n Britain And Lherefore n t.ransformalion in poliLicnl thinkinrJ 
in I1ritnin which is what, ill cffC!rt, is tile pnlil:icn1 way lo 
cJo lhirHJb. 

John IILlrne, t.hnnk you very much indeed 1'01' joinirH] us. 
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