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PAUL ARTHUTI 

Paul Arth r was c~lcated ' at Queen's University , Belfast 

l.,rlwTC he studied Political Science. He is now a senior 

lecturer in Politics at the Ulst~r Polytechnic. He has 

Hritten the following books. 

1 The People!s Democracy 1968 - 73. Publjshed 

Belfast 1974. 

Publisl ed by Longmans, London 1980 . 

As a pulitical analyst Hr . Arthur has written Ort Ireland 

[or seveLal journals and is a reviewer o f books . 
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• Propcsed 0j;)-Ed piece by ~orthern I.:-cL:md 

liT 1011<J-.Lo.r the time \llhen I can go to the Unit.ed States and 

say , look at what we have accomplished. W~'ve got political 

st<:tbility and put some l.oney in". This is what James Prior, 

Britain's Northe n Ireland Secretary, told a London newspaper 

last Febl-nary. Mr. Prior finally vis~ted the Un1tea 3tates 

l.a.st ,;ek--but -.i..s' ·polit:ical stability any clof>er in Northern 

Ireland? 

Mr. Prior is Britain's sixth Secretary of State with res-

ponJibili:y for Northern Ireland in a decadG. He inherited 

a very t.ense Secur ' ty problem becc '.ISO of the IP3\ hun ~ er 

strike but he l.1anagecJ to end is successfully. 

in Novenber 1981 the ass.:l.!F'ination of Rev. Robcrt Brcdfm:d, 

an tnster Prates <.: n . member of the British P r.liarnent, by 

the 0 tlav:ed Provi s ional Irish P.epnblica.n ;>.. -m .. ". In retalia"cio1 

Rev. Ian Paisley formed a 'IThird Force" , an nofficial milit.ia 

of hardlinc Protestants. OHce again civil 'vlC:..r became a real 
.' . 

po;,sibility in Ulst_r . But Prior pro 'cd unflap?able c~nd 

dec5.sive in defuf .i.nCJ a ve .. )! uclngerc.lus sitllai.:ion • 
. 

On t:hc economic front Prior has \'lOrked mightily but \lith ver)' 
. 

l i .i ted success. Last • ..1 •. nuary he extra.cted : un C.·tr.c'. 90 

mi l lion pounds from the Qars~.~nious Dritish: Exchequcr for 

th~ fine ncial l'c<:'r but.' t. h.J.s only been a d:r.op in the ocean. 

" 'l'he l'orthern Ireland economy is not in rece.s!",ion" , he concedes . 

HIt i£; uct.ivcly in dcclin~H . With about 1 ~~ 4 of the 

p rovinc0 ' s adult maJ ·~s unex gloyed ( high~r percentage of 

CZ! tholic£:) .. he has a 1 onuIn'"!ntal task. But ,,'hi le he can be 

giv n high murk<; for crisis management and praise fOj: h~ '3 
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cffor.ts to help the economy Mr. Priol: -has done little to i. 

achieve t . ,e more impol:tant ~oal of polit.ical stability. 

Every Briti.sh Government to date has failed to .. achieve ani . 
. 

interua l political scttlemen: in Nort.hern IrelUIld because 

the)' car~not persuade the. poll. tical l eader s of ~he two 

thirds Protestant majority to share power with' the one 

third C-tholic minority. Prior hoped to succeed where 

others had failed by off :.:inq an elected Assembly, com-

Crt1:holics. a sh~t of real t 

powers 0 Te r matters of great local concern ,-'h?;ch are nO\,1 t ' 
exclusively London's province. With' these i 'n:ducements .! 

first atage 

Go • f turn setar1an 'oes 
f\-

of Mr. Prior's plan 

into COl1"Ji\on alljes. The 

\.,i11 be an ele"ction for a 

he hoped to 

, . 
78.seat Assembly next October. Initially the rl.ss..>mbly 

will scrutinize the British Government's policies on 
. 

Northern Ireland but if there is enough crons ~co~'1\unity 

agreement between the lrationalist Catholic population ( ~o 

idcn-tify uith the TIepublic of Irelan 1 and aspire to a united 

Ir.elar,d) and the Pro estant Unionist community (\-lho tau'lchly 

support the link between Northern Iroland an~ Rritain) then 

genuine authority would be given to the new Assembly. But 
, 

Pr:i.or·' s proposals can ~ t and 'won °-L -y, • .• Ji:k-. -·---Ilis plan is g,:avely 

flaw~n. 

The l.-i tish Gcvern!'nent the ... selves have quite cox-r.ectly stated 

that the clash of identity and aspir~tion between the 

National; t>t. and Union.i.st. cOllufl1.1nities goes to the heart of the 

problem in IJorthern IrclanCl. RecogniL;. ' n of the diffc:.:ing 
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iden~itiAs ~nd aspirations should be the key elements on 

which a sol,tion is based. 

Ulster'politicians are concerned with the fundamental problem 
. " 

of national allegiance and they will not set that concern 

aside to ,-'ork together on economic o"r social issues. Only 

tl e non-sectarian AlliF:nce Part.y (th(! fourth largest in the 

pl~ovince) has shm-lI! G...ny enthusi" r;m for Prior IS :proposc.:: Is. 

Even a sect:ion of. PX'ior' S Conservative Party mounted a fili-

buster against the bill in the British ParJ.iament last month. 

Furthermore Cc n increa~d ng number of cfli tics believe that the 

\iliole exercise haG deflGcted what appears to be a promising 

effort to break down de.cadcB of sus:)ici.on bctwc';n Loncon and 

Dubl . n, an effort that \>;"culd bring the full .... ·eight of authorit.y 

of: both the Br.itish Cl:1d Irish Gcvcrl'lIn~nt to bear on the problem 

of the l;o:r.th. Finally the Assembly idca may gi·,J'c Cl ne lease 

of life Lo the IRA t 5 polit. i c;.~J. \>ling Sinn Fein whic l wJ.l' llOW 

be able to contest the Assembly elections on the platfo:r.tn 
\ 

that. modern natio laU.sm has failed to secure any real powers 

fer n<ltionalists in Norlhern Ir~lailc.1. 

So what for the future? Clearly the prospects of th proposed 

ne .... • Assembly in Nori.:he_n Ireland offer little if allY hope of: 

stability in Northern Ireland and may indeed by an o[portuni Y 

[or a naked powel: play not only Ly the IRA extremi'1ts but alga 

from Ian Paisley's Democratic Unionist Party. It is worth~lhile 

recalling that. in 1980 ,.nd again in 1981 the Irish and British 

Governments emb"'r..:e<1 OIl U"H~ dcvcl.0pTl\ent c.f bct~.;or relation;:; 

between the two countries and hetween North~rn I~cland and 
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the Rapublic and agreed on the need to further this relation-

ship in the interests of peace and reconciliation. It is 

only through the development: of this relat.ionship that long 

term peace and stabi li1:y in Northern Ireland can be achieved . 

. 
eventua lly si t. down and h':)rk together: to achieve a sol ution . 

. I 
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