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Sup e rgr 2. s SE:~ 

Sir John Hermon 

Speakin g at the British Irish Assoc i ation Conference in Oxford on 

18 Sept em ber, Sir John Hermon repli e d to points rais e d during a 

discussjon on the use of "superg l~a ss e s" by the authorities in 

Northern Ireland. The following are the points he made: 

The granting of immunity fro ~ conviction is considered 

individually. There is no im munity for murder. 

It is not within the power of the RUC to reduce a sentence. 

That is a matter of royal prerogative. 

He was taken by surprise by the emergence of the "superGrasses", 

following the hunger strike and the third force. It is not 

a tactic which was initiated by the RUC. 

The RUC are in the business of obtaining intelligence . Any 

money is provided under auth0rised authority and there is 

full accountability. The RUC, under the laws of evidence, 

cannot offer any inducement, threat or promise., 

The supergrass is operating within clearly defined legal 

principles within Common Law. He sought to emphasise that 

the evidence provided by -supergrasses is frequently corrobated. 

" 

The RUC are guided by the Director of Public Prosecutions 

and by the Attovney General. 

U V F, I n A and Hl L A h a v p s u f ~' e I' e d g rea t 1 Y and ha ... C ::1 c:: des t r 0 n b 

efforts, including murder, kidnappinB and gross intimi~ a ti0n, 

to destroy the system . 

He is aware it is becoming a contentious issue. 

The response en the ground js that people are glad the terrorists 

are being locked up, [Gerry Fitt agreed with hi~J and are 

asking the police to continue using the supergrasses te keep 

them locked up. 

The nature of terrorism is being explained, for all to sc e , 

during the trials. 
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The RUC are trying to remove from the streets those people 

who are engaged in a frightening manipulation of people. 

The RUC in doing this will use all legal means, including the 

use of supe~grasses. 

The law is his business. 

are not. 

The moral or political consequences 

He had welcomed the Bennett Re?ort. 

have been imple~ented the RUC have 

arresting and charging terrorists. 

becoming more professional. 
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Since its recommendations 

been more successful in 

He stressedlfroc 
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