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M~. Calm O'flolnn 
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CONSULATE GE~):':HAL OF InELAxn 
I 

/ 580 FJFTH AvT.}.uE 

NEW YOJl-.K, N.Y.l0086 

r 

-... 

: on Fo~elgn A6 n~~~.6 

---

You may wl-6h :to have, 60 l L :the fLecofLd: .the :te.x:t on 
M~. Teddy Gleahon'-6 .6peech a:t :the AOH Convention 
BaJ1.que:t ln San Antonlo, :toge:the.fL wLth a copy 06 :the p~e.6.6 fLelea-6 e. fLela:ting :to :the awa}tdlng :to hlm 06 :the J. F. K. MemoJual Medal. 

Bo:th :the .6peec.h and pfLe-6-6 fLel-ea-6e ~e.ne.fL pO.6i:tiveLy :to Mic.. Glect-6on'.6 meulng wl:th :the Tao,u,e.a.ch lcu:t J lLne. 

Pe.fLhap.6 yo u co (t.td al1.~aJtg e. :to .6 ertd to me. lit dLLc. co u.U e. a pho:to-copy 06 allY puullc.l.ty in .the. lAil:.(1. ne.w.6pape.fll:. fLeg a~dlng Glea..6 0 n '.6 .6 P e.e ch al1.d 111 eclat -. a~iJaj-.. d. 

Ma.ny .thank..6. 
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James A. McNamara 
Director of 

Public Reldllons 

IN I [H l' ll\ (I U 'Jf. l 1 (. ,f-l(.' ,; i' ' I" ',it ~! .• 

l\i ' l ·1I0 
i ll I :ur· 

TO: DONAL HAMILL 

As per our telephone 
conversation, please find enclosed 
a copy of Teddy Gleason's remarks 
at the AOH Convention Banquet in 
San Antonio. 

Also enclosed is a press 
release on his receiving the J.F.K. 
Memorial Medal. 

17 BATTERY PLACE 
NEW YORK, N Y. l0004 

212·4251200 
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•• 
ADDRESS ,. 

OF 

THOMAS W, GLEASON J SR. 

PRESIDENT 
INTERNATIONAL LONGSHOREMEN'S ASSOCIATION 

AFL-CIO; 

VI CE PRES IDENT J 

AFL-CIO; 

AND 

V I CE PRES IDENT J 

INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORT WORKERS' FEDERATION" 

TO 

THE BIENNIAL CONVENTION 

OF THE 

ANCIENT ORDER OF HIBERNIANS IN AMERICA 
\ 

ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RECEIVING THE 
JOHN F I Kf:.NNED,Y MEMOR IAL MEDAL 

. , -, 

--"--~ 

THURSDAY 
AUGUST 5.1 L982 HILTON PALACIA DEL RIO HOTEL 

SAN ANTONlO J TEXAS 

h • " .. ; 
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,. THANK YOU LADIES AND GENTLEMEN. 

OF THE r~1ANY HONORS AND ~lEDALS THAT I HAVE BEEN 

FORTUNATE TO HAVE RECEIVED OVER THE YEARSJ THE AWARD BEING 

BESTOWED UPON ME THIS EVENING CERTAINLY RANKS AMONG THE 

FOREMOST AND I DEEM IT A VERY PERSONAL ONE. IT SPEAKS NOT 

JUST IN TESTIMONY TO MY ACTIVITIES AS A LABOR LEADER. I 

FEEL IT FOCUSES ON TEDDY GLEASON AS AN IRISH AMERICAN. 

TT T~ Tl\lnr=r=n 1\ I:Or=I\T unfllno Tn DC''rC"T\lC" fit..! ,,,,,I\Dn •• _"" .I' •.. "_~ 1\ VI\"-I\I tlVI UI\ IV I\L..,,",~J.'L.. ni' r\nnl\J..,I 

NAMED AFTER OUR 35TH PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATESJ JOHN 

FITZGERALD KENNEDY. PRESIDENT KENNEDY REPRESENTED THE HEIGHT 

OF ACH I EVE~1ENT' TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE ANC I ENT ORDER OF H IBERN IANS 

AND IRISH AMERICANS EVERYWHERE . IN HIS ELECTION AS PRESIDENT 

IN 1960 HE REALIZED THE ULTH1ATE CULMINATION OF THE DREAi1S AND 

ASPIRATIONS OF ALL IRISH MEN AND WOM[N WHO TRAVELLED TO THOSE 

SHORES FOR MORE THAN A CENTURY WITH THE HOPES OF MAKING A 

BETTER LIFE FOR THEMSELVES AND THEIR FAMILIES. 

MY OWN MOTHER AND FATHER WERE TWO SUCH PEOPLE . MY 

FATHER \'JAS A NAT IVE OF COUNTY T I PPERRARY AND MY MOTHER WAS 

FRO~1 TYRONE I YET J \~HEN THEY ARR IVED IN TH I S COUNTRY BEFORE 

- ? -



. ~\~.-.---' .. -"." ...... 

.• THE TURN OF THE PRESENT CENTURY) THEY DISCOVERED A LAND THAT 

DID NOT LOOK FAVORABLY UPON THE IRISH. I ~1YSELF VIVIDLY 
, 

RECALL THE OUTRIGHT BIGOTRY AGAINST THE IRISH IN 1915 WHEN 

I 'ENT TO WORK BESIDE MY FATHER ON THE WEST SIDE WATERFRONT. 

YOU COULDN'T GET MOST OF THE DECENT JOBS~ IF ANY AT ALL~ 

BECAUSE YOU NEEDED TO BELONG TO CERTAIN ORGANIZATIONS THAT 

DISCRIMINATED AGAINST IRISH AMERICANS. PEOPLE TODAY NEVER 

KNEW -- OR HAVE FORGOTTEN -- THAT BEFORE THE FIRST WORLD WARJ 

GREAT BRITAIN HAD INPUT OR CONTROL IN A GREAT NUMBER OF THE 

BUSINESSES IN THIS COUNTRY~ SO IF YOU WERE IRISHJ YOU WERE 

REALLY IN TROUBLE. 

THAT'S THE SORT OF CONDITIONS I ENCOUNTERED WHEN I 

FI RST WENT TO vJQRK AS A LONGSHO,REJ¥tAN IN 1915, I WENT TO THE 

DOCKS BECAUSE~ LIKE MY FATHER AND EVEN HIS FATHER~ AS A 
" 

-~ ", 

PRACTICAL MATTERJ THERE WAS · NOWHERE ELSE TO GO. 

IN THESE DAYSJ EYEN AFTER A COUPLE OF YEARS ON THE 

DOCKSJ YOU WORKED HARD FOR LONG HOURS IN ORDER TO BRING HOME 

35~ FOR EACH HOUR WORKED TO SUPPORT YOUR FAMILY. I LEARNED 

THE HARD WAY THAT IF YOU TRIED TO DO SOMETHING POSITIVE TO 

.I - 3 -



. BRlNG BETIER CONDITIONS., DIGNITY AND SELF-RESPECT TO LONG-

SHOREf'1 EN.) THEN YOU ALSO GAINED THE PRIVILEGE OF BEING BLACK-

LISTED FOR YOUR TROUBLES BY THE COMPANIES. I KNOW IT WELL., 

SINCE I WAS SO PRIVILEGED. 

WELL.) WITH A HERITAGE OF IRISH PERSISTENCE AND A 

t1EASURE OF GOOD LUCK TO HELP IT ALONG ... THE LAWS CHANGED. 

THE DAY DID COf1E WHEN I AND MY FELLOvJ TRADE UN ION I STS... A 

GOODLY NUMBER OF WHOM CAME FROM THE SAME BACKGROUND AND 

RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS AS f~YSELF.I WERE PERMITTED WITH THE · 

BACKING OF THE GOVERNMENT; TO RESUME ORGANIZING OUR BROTHER 

WORKERS. WE DID SO IN ORDER TO SEEK MORE HUMANE WORKING 

CONDITIONS.) ONES WHICH RECOGNIZED THE TRUE VALUE OF THE 

SERVICES OF LONGSHOREMEN IN THE CRITICAL MOVEMENT OF MARI-

TIME COMMERCE AND IN THE FIELD OF TRANSPORTATION) GENERALLY . 

YOU ALL ARE WITNES$ THAT TODAY THE INTERNATIONAL 

LONGSHOREMEN'S ASSOCIATION) AFL-CIO .. WHICH I HAVE BEEN GRACED 

! 

TO LEAD SINCE 1963 ... IS HAILED AS A PRIME EXAMPLE OF WHAT AN 

ORGANIZED LABOR FORCE CAN STRIVE FOR AND ACHIEVE WITH SOLID 

IRISH AND OTHER ETHNIC LEADERSHIP . 

- 4 -



• I FIND IT IMPORTANT TO NOTE FOR YOUR ATTENTION~ 

HERE TONIGHT) THAT THROUGH ALL OF OUR OWN "TROUBLES" IN 
, ACHIEVING BETTER CONTRACTS FOR THE INTERNATIONAL. LONGSHOREMEN'~ 

ASSOCIATION~ OUR ME~1BERS HAVE THROUGHOUT MAINTAINED -- INDEED., 

HAVE REINFORCED -- THOSE VALUES WHICH I FIND CHARACTERISTIC 

OF OUR IRISH UPBRINGING. THEY ARE~ "LOVE OF GOD) FAMILY 

AND COUNTRy~11 AND THE DEDICATION TO A FREEDOM BASED UPON 
TU~ nrr.:T\ITTV ('le: Tllr HIT'\T\lTT"Iffll' '"_ ..., ... 011 ... " VI IIIL- llUJ1YJ.lJUHL. THANK GOODNES~) 1 HAVE NEVER 

BEEN FORCED TO COMPROMISE THESE CHERISHED VALUES) IN ANY 

MATERIAL WAY. THESE ARE QUALITIES THAT MOST PARTICULARLY 

MARK THE LONGSflOREr1EN.I WHETHER THEY BE IN MAINE.} NEW YORK J 

BAL T If~OREJ TEXAS) PUERTO R I CO OR SOf1EYlHERE ON THE GREAT LAKES 

OR IN CANADA. 

LET ME ASSURE YOU THAT IRELAND AND THE IRISH PEOPLE 
~ , 

HAVE NO GREA.TER FRIENDS THAN '~THOSE \~ITHIN THE INTERNATIONAL 

LONGSHOREMEN'S ASSOCIATION) AS WELL AS IN THE AMERICAN 

, FEDERATION OF LABOR AND CONGRESS OF INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATIONS. 

COUNTLESS RESOLUTIONS HAVE BEEN ADOPTED BY THE ILA AND THE 

AFL-CIO IN SUPPORT OF A UNIFIED IRELAND AND FOR THE ABOLITION 

- 5 -
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r---- ., ... . ''' '' --... , .. -~-------' 

• OF . I MPR I SON MENT H ITHOUT TR [AL [N NORTHERN IRELAND, 

YOU MAY BE AWARE THAT LEADERS FAR AND WIDE IN THE 

I' 

TRADE UN ION MOVEf·1ENT IN THESE UN ITED STATES HAVE BANDED 

TOGETHER TO OBTAIN EVENHANDEDNESS IN SETTLING THE DIFFrCULT '. 

SITUATION IN IRELAND. JUST A FD~ WEEKS AGO~ I HAD THE 
- -------

OPPORTUNITY TO ARRANGE A MEETING iN NEW YORK BETWEEN IRISH 
1...- - ---

PRH1E MINISTER CHARLES HAUGHEY AND MANY OF THIS COUNTRYlS 
--- ----------- -- .-

UNIUN LEADERS. OUR MEETING WAS EXTREMELY FRUITFUL AND 
-- -- ----. 

FORMED THE BASIS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION, 

SPEAK I NG AS AN A~1ER I CAN LABOR LEADER" I TOLD 
------ ---

MR. HAUGHEY THAT WE IN THE LABOR MOVEMENT SHARED HIS DREAM 

FOR A UN ITED AND FREE 1 RELAND. I ASSURED H Hl THAT WE IN-

---TEND TO PRESS OUR POLITICIANS TO KEEP THE IRISH ISSUE IN 
-----------~\ -- --------

THE FOREFRONT AND NOT LET IT SIMMER ON THE BACK BURNER BE-

. .. ;. 

CAUSE OF OTHER MORE DRl\MATIC . WORLD EVENTS. I POINTED OUT 
~.--- ~ 

THAT WE IN THE TRADE UNION ~10VEMENT IN . A~lERICAJ WITH HUMBLE 
----....--.- - --- ._---

r BEGINNINGS~ HAVE EXTENDED THE PRINCIPLES OF FREEDOM -AND 

EQU ITY \~H I CH TH I S COUNTRY WAS FOUNDED ON TO THE WORK ING PLACE. 

- 6 -
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'''' ' •• '~'._. ___ '._'M':>1-_.-_.' ' __ ·_ ...... . '" ,.'01 " , •• ---..- . " .-- ,, ~ ...... . . " •••• "" ... - .• --.--------

.~ SO TOOJ I STATED~ DO WE NOW DREAM AND HOPE TO SEE THESE 

SOGND PRINCIPLES APPLIED TO AND THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE OF 
---------

IRELAND. --
<-- -

IT SHOULDN~T SURPRISE ANY OF· THE HIBERNIANS GATHERED 

HERE TOGETHER THIS EVENINGJ WHEN I REPEAT AND REEMPHASIZE 

THAT UNIFICATION IS THE ONLY REASONABLE AND SENSIBLE WAY TO 

END THE TRAGEDY IN NORTHERN IRELANDJ IT HAS CARRIED ON FAR 

TOO LONG AND CLAIMED FAR TOO MANY PRECIOUS LIVES ON ALL 

SIDES. 

·1 HAVE STATED ON OTHER OCCASIONS THAT THE TRADE 

UNION MOVEMENT CANNOT STAND MUTE. ITS LEADERS MUST POINT 

OUT TO THE WORLD THAT BRITAIN CANNOT CONDEMN RHODESIA OR 

SOUTH AFRICA'S SUPPRESSION OF THE RIGHTS OF AN OPPRESSED 

MAJORITY IN THE HANDS OF A MINORITY AND AT THE SAME TIME ,. 
, ~ 

" 

SUPPORT A FAR WORSE TYRANNY. 1 MEAN BY THISJ OF COURSE J A 

FORE IGN- HiPOSED f1AJOR ITY I N NORTHERN I RELAND THAT PUTS DOWN ----- ::....--

THE HUMAN J POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC RIGHTS OF A NATIVE ~1INORITYJ 

UNDER FALSE PRETENSES. 

- 7 -
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• LET ME BORROW FROM JOHN F. KENNEDY'S INAUGURAL 

ADDRESS ON JANUARY 20; 1961: "LET BOTH SIDES EXPLORE WHAT 

PROBLEMS UN I TE THE~1 I NSTEAD OF BELABOR I NG ON THOSE PROBLEMS 

WHICH DIVIDE THE~1.11 IT STANDS TO REASON THAT A UNITED 
" 

IRELAND WILL REPRESENT A DISTINCT IRISH COMMUNITY; ACTING 
\ 

IN PEACEFUL PARTNERSHIP WITH HER NATURAL NEIGHBOR NEX1' 

DOOR; AND GUARANTEEING THE RIGHTS OF ALL HER NORTHERN 

CITIZENS. 

THIS STATE OF AFFAIRS WOULD STRENGTHEN ENGLAND/S 

MORAL AND FINANCIAL POSITIONS' IN THE EUROPEAN AND WORLD 

. ~1ARKETS. BRITAIN WOULD NO LONGER OVEREXTEND HER FORCES 

AND SAP HER TREASURY, HER PARLIAMENT COULD PROPERLY CON-

CENTRATE ON THE SEVERE DEFENSE PROBLEMS REVEALED IN THE 

WAKE OF THE FALKLANDS FIASCO AND ON THE ENDLESS SERIES OF 

STRIKES BY WORKERS AND BOMBS- AT HOME, BRITAIN IS FINALLY 

AWAKENING TO THE SEVERE COSTS AND STRAINS OF WAGING OPEN 

I BAnLES AtlD TH I S SHOULD CARRY OVER TO COVERT ONES AS WELL. 

WHATEVER GLORY IT MAY HAVE ACHIEVED IN THE ONE; IT CANNOT 

FIND TO APPEASE ITS OWN PEOPLE IN THE OTHER. 

- 8 -
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. • FELLOW H IBERN IANSJ WE r1UST REINFORCE OUR EFFORTS 

HERE IN TH IS COUNTRY TO HELP BRING ABOUT A PEACEFUL AND LONG- ' 

I' . 

' LASTING SETILEMENT IN NORTHERN IRELAND,,' AN IRELAND WHICH IS 

COMPR I SED OF 32 COUNTIES., TO PARAPH RASE PRES IDENT KENNEDY J 

, " 

ALL OF OUR WORK W'ILL NOT BE FINISHED IN "A HUNDRED\ DAYS.7~· NOR 

WILL IT BE FINlSHED. IN' A'THOUSAND NQR POSSIBLY IN OUR OWN 

, , 

IN PROUDLY J ' YET" HUMBLY .. ACCEPTING YOUR MEDAL I. " 

PLEDGE TO 'YOU THAT THIS' MEMB'ER OF A. O. H; DIVISION NUMBER , : ' . . . . . 

,S'IX.J4 BRONXJ · NEYl'YORK.;., WILL NEVER BE ACCUSED OF BEIN(i FORGETFUL 

OF OUR IRISH HERITAGEJ NOR. WI,LL HE LET HIS BRETHREN IN THE 

LABOR MOVEr-lENT GF IRISH" AND ' NON~TRTSH ANCESTRY EVER bo SQ.," 

TH IS MEDAL, WILL RANK AMONG' MY MOST COVETED POSSESS IONS 'AND 

MEr~ORIES , 
-, 
"' ' 

THANK YOU VERY MUCHJ' AND GOD BLESS YOU ,", 

~ 9 -
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