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Under Article '2 of the Constitution of Ireland, the national 

territory consists of the whole island of Ireland, its 

islands and the territorial seas. Article 3 states that 
, 

"Pending the re-inteBration of the national territory, and 

without prejudice to the righi of the Parliament and 

Government established by this Constitution to exercise 

jurisdiction over the whole of that territory, the laws 
::: ____ .. d ....... h .... 1- u ........ , ..... , ent- .,;...,,,;-, ha e ..•.. ~ 
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extent of application as the laws of Saorst~t fireann and 

the like extra-territorial effect". 

I t i s t h e w i s h o f t. h c I r i s h G o v c 1' n m e n t a n d p e o p J c t o s e c u r c 

the unity of l rclanct by aere0mcn I. and j_n peace, and we 'accept 

Llial. such a united Ireland will only come about wjth the 

parLicipaLion and consent of a majoriLy of the people of 

Northern Ireland. 

IL js appreciated that. the views of the British Government 

in r·elation to the Cons' iLuLional position of Northern \ ·. 
I re 1 a 11 d d i f r c r f t' om tl10 s e o f t h e I r i s h Go v e r n m e n t . 

Despite these differences, the Irish and British 

Governments have agreed in recent years that they wished 

to develop new and· closer political co-operation between 

their two Governments. They have also agreed tliat the 

economic, social and political interests of the peoples 

of the United Kingdom or Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

and the Republic are inextricably linked, but that the full 

development of Lhcse links has been put under strain by 

d i v i s i o n a n d d i s s c n t i n N o I' t h G? r n I r c l a n d . In that context, 

the two Governments accepted Lhe need to bring for1-1ard 

poljcics and proposnls to achieve pence, reconciliation and 
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Under Article '2 of the Constitution of Ireland, the natl,onal 

territory consists of the whole island of Ireland, its ' 

islands and the territorial seas. Article 3 states that 

"Pending the rc-inte~ration of the national territory. and 

without prejudice to the righ£ of the Parliament and 

Government established by this Constitution to exercise 

jurisdiction over the whole of that territory, the laws 
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extent of application as the laws of Saorst't €ireann and 

the like extl~a-territorial effect". 

1 t i s the H:i s h 0 f l. h e I l' ish G 0 vel' n men t ' and p e 0 p) c t 0 sec u r e 

the u 11 i t Y () r I c 1 and b y cl e t' e (' 10 (' n t. Cl n d 1 1'1 pea c c I Cl n d h' e Cl c c e p t 

t 1I <l t S U c hall nit e d Ire 1 and VJ i 11 0 n 1 y co m cab 0 u t w j. t h the 

p a I' tic i pat; ion and con s e n t:. 0 f a m a j 0 r i t Y 0 f the p e 0 p 1 e 0 f 

Northern Ireland. 

It js appreciated that the views of the British Government 

j n I' e 1 Cl t ion tot h e Con ::3 lit uti 0 n alp 0 sit ion 0 f N 0 I' the r n 
\ " 

Ireland differ from those of the Irish Government. 

Despite these differences, the Irish and British 

Governments have agreed in recent years that they wished 

to develop new and, closer political co-operation between 

their t\'IO Govel'nments. They have also agreed that the 

economic, social and political interests of the peoples 

of the United Kingdom of Gpeat Britain and Northern Ireland 

nnd the Repu~lic are inextricably linked, but that the full 

development of these links has been put under strain by 

d i vis ion u n d d i s s c n tin I~ 0 l' t h ~ I' n Ire 1 and • In that context, 

the t h' 0 G 0 vel' n men t s Cl c c e p t c d the nee d t 0 b r i n g f 0 I' \'1 a r d 

poljclcs and proposnls to achieve peDce, reconciliation and 
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statd Ji ty; :uid to improve~ relaU on~; \Jet.ween the peoples of the 

two countric~;. They ar,r'ccd U1at they were ready to join in 

p r om o t i n g a r 1 • an gem c n t s w h i c h m i r, 11 t h c l p. t o r e d u c e t e n s i on s 

between and to reconcile the peoples of the two parts . of 

Ireland. These objectives cannot be achieved by the people 

of Northern Jreland c:ind the Hcstmin.ster Parliament acting 

2lor:e .. 

In the Joint Me rn o I' an cl urn of 2 0 January 1 9 8 2 on the Ang 1 o- Ir l. sh 

J n t c 1· ~ o v c r· n 11! c n t a l C o u n c i 1 t h e r e 1.• a s c:i n c x p l j c i t a g r e em e n t 

t II a L 11 \~ j th i n th c ft' a rn e 1-: o 1· k of tti c.; Co u n c j l the r c w i 11 be the 

llo~;e:;L bilate1·r1l con;-;u.lt.atlon nl. 1'1in)slerial or Official 

1 c v c J , n s a p p r o p 1· i a t e , on m a t t e 1 • ~ r e 1 a t i n g to t h o s e p u r po s e s 

and on matters of common interest or concern". 

The po3ition of the Irisli Government is that only policies 

and pro pos a)~ b r.)ugl1 t forward j o:i n tl y by the two Gov c rnrnen ts 

a r 1 cl p r o v i d .i n g a r r am e \·J o t' k f o r d i a 1 o g u e l> e t \J c c n e 1 c c t e d 

' 1 • e JH' e ~; c~ n L n L j v cs i 11 both pat' Ls of l re 1 and w :i 11 a chic v c l he 

nbjf!cl.jvcs Lo \·:llich both Gove1·n1:H·nL!; a1·c publ)cly committed. 

The J 1'j.sl! Co·.;cni::icnl remain ready to enter into d:iscussion:::; 

on ll ow be:::; t Lo \Io l' l< Lor; e l h c r Lo bring f o nia rd such 

;,, ~ ) i c i e 3 an c1 p l' o po s 3. l s . 

D e p n r L m c n t o r F o r' e i r; n f\ r r a i r· s 

Dublin 

, 3 Sc pt em b ct' 1 9 G 2 
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sttd}j]ltYi nnd t.o jtnPI'OI(~ t'elaUOll!; U(~l'.\·lcetl the peoples of the 

t HOC 0 U 11 t I' i c !, • The y Cl g I' e e ct t h aLL hey w c r I~ e a d y t 0 j 0 i n i n 

pro In 0 tin gaT' I' a n gem c n t s \ol h i c b m i el) the 1 pto red U c e ten s ion s 

bet wee n and tor C con c i 1 e the pe Cl J> 1 C s 0 f t11 e blo par t s, 0 f 

Ireland. These objectives cannot be achieved by the people 

o f N 0 I' L her n J l' e 1 and a n cl t 11 e H est IT! i II .3 L c r P Cl r 1 i a men t act i n g 

2lo!'!e .. 

I nth e J 0 i ntH em 0 I' Cl n d u rn 0 r 2 0 J a n II a I' y 1 9 8 2 0 nth e A n g 1 0 - I r j s h 

J n t c I' 8 0 v C t' 11111 C! 1I tal COLI n c j 1 the r e h' Cl <; an c x p 1 i c ita g re e men t 

III at 11 \~ j Lit in\. h C! f I~ a rn e \.,' 0 I' k 0 f t 11 C C Cl u n c j 1 the I' e VI i 11 bet he 

c.:lo!,(':,L bj laLcl';d con::;ul tat.loIJ at. 1,1i,njsLcrial or Official 

level, as apPI'opl'iaLe, on matt.el'~ relating Lo those purposes 

a n cl 0 n In a t t C! I' !3 0 f C 0 m In (I n j n L ere s tor con c e I' nil. 

The position of the Irisll Government is that only policies 

and P I' 0 po S Cl]!'. b I~ U £!, h t for W " r' d j 0 j n t. 1 Y by the t \01 0 Go v ern men t S 

;d J (1 P I' 0 V j d .i n r, Cl r r alii e \·1 C I' k f 0 I' d i Cl 1 0 ell e U (: t \1 (: C n e 1 e c t e d , 
"C! P I' C;!; en L n t. j vc sin b 0 L IJ p Cl r t S 0 r 1" e 1 a tI d vi j 11 a eh i eve L h e 

(llJjf'cLivc:-; t.0 1:l1ieh bol.1J GOVCI'1111('nL:. al'e pub)jcly coml!litted. 

The J I'.i !:, It (; Cl 'il! I' n t:1 en L rein a in!' C iJ cl Y ton t. e r j n L 0 d i s c U.3 S ion !'l 

Cl Il 11 0 vi be:; L L 0 IJ 0 I' 1< L 0 l.,'; e L 11 C I' Lob I' i n ~ r 0 l'I-l Cl I'd sue h 

i,8) :i c i e san cl ;. \' 0 po s ~1l ~ . 

1) C P;! T' L III C n tor F 0 T' e ) g n f\ l' r Cl i T' S 

Dublin 

, 3 ScpLembcl' 1982 
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