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We of coursE' recogni::..;c the ne-publ i c' s prop('l' ~ntcrcst 

in the affairs 'of Northern Ireland. O\'er the years we have 

tried to keep n1.l111in in Louch with OU]' Lhjllking illld to 

ens u re t hat we lm o\v the In j n d 0 f t 11 e I l' i s 11 Go v ern m e It t . 

The terms of the communiques quoted reflect this, 

But they do not n.ffect the fnct whi c.h we have alw<tys 

made cl(~ ar thRt · the cOl1sti tution a.. l fu t un~ of NOl't l~ r~.!·n 

Ireland is a matLer for th e people of the Province and 

the PnrliQmc nt in Westminster. It fo110\\'8 that, a s 

reminded the Irish Ambassador on 26 July, we cannot aGcept 

that wc have a. conlmi tmcnt to consult the Republic on the 

constitutional future of the Province. This position was 

made quite clear ill the course of the discussions leading 

up to the conelusion of the ,Toint Memorandum 011 

20 .J anual' Y 1982. 

Britlsh Embassy 

Dublin 

20 AUG'u s t 1982 
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