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r~(JVLl<NI'WN r ~; 1 j\ 1 rr IrN r 

Thc Government: havc just. receivp.d t.hc Ilrj t i sh Covcrnincnt' n \'/hi Le P:q)(~f' on 

devo] ved qovernrn8nt for Northern Irelrmcl and \v i 11 ~d: udy :it in dctn il • 

It is at once appnrent, I Im-/Cver , thnt the prorosals contained in t/w White 

Paper con for.m vf'ry close] y to the descr i p ti ons f) i yen by 1·11'.. Pr .ior, the 

Northern Ireland Secretary, in the course of his consultations with the 

t·Jj ni ster for Foreign A ffai 1's last \!leek in London. 

1 h.i.s being so, the Covernm~n t r,QIl onJ.y con riI'm their V18W as to the umvorkuhle 

n8t:ure and lhe mislaken focus of Lhe proposals. Their unworkability is 

emphasised by tile rede h.on 0 f the Nor thern Irelanu poli Lical par tie~). 1 he 

Government consider the whole focus of the White Paper - which serVGS the 

QiiIJ 0 f ol abol'a Ling a form of devoJ vod adrninistro tion in and for Nor Lhern 

I rc'land u10nc - to be mis.tnken becull~3e, in Lhcir v ic~", i L ignures the 

hrondcr d.lmeflfjium.> of Lhe prol)lcm" J t. is the Govcrfllflcmt'~) v i.mv Uw t only 

poLicies dCDi~Jned to prumoLe pence, ~1tDbility and reconciiinLion lJeL\/ccn 

t h ( : b,JO rn n j 0 r I r ish t-r n d i l ion ~), ( 1rI cl h) rI c v (; J n p 1.11 r; Lot n I j L y () r 1'[; [; d J ()f) ~.i 

\vil:hin thf;se .islnnds, can contrihute to t1 t.r(J(; fJol.llt-ion of Northern freland'~3 

di ffirultic)s. ~u '11 pol i.(;jC(l ~3hollld be In'otJqhL f()C\llClrc! thrOlIrJ11 UH~ ()p(~r~d i(jn 

of the f\nglo-Irish Inter~JovernmenLal Council and, in f18rticular, thrfJuqh Ijin 

ro 1 e 0 F an AnSllo-I r ish Pnr I i81ll81li:SfY insti tut i.on in ~'!h i ch Northern r re 1 nnd 
rl!l)reScllt~lt.i ven parti Cl rute. 

The furviamenbJ I objective of Government po] icy rermnns the achieverncmL of 

a llnj Led lrL]tHl'! by reaceful rnlitical menns .. 
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