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Dear Mr. COlllI'lissicl er: 

~l ~, -
Hr. Frod Burns 0' Br ",en and Hr. Anthony Piaa7a of 

the CustOr"lS Serv'ce visiterl the Depart.rncnt on 
October 1 to seck our concurrence on a prop sec rul
ing on country of oriyin mar-kings on goods from 
Por hE"rn Troland (correspondence delivered by hc11d 
is enclosed). 

I The Depart.ment of state firm y opposes t.he pro
~oGed ruling on sever 1 grounds. Firstly, it would 
be contrary _ to the spiri t of "he President' s pol~cy 
o~ Nor~hern Ireland (March 17 statement enclosed) • 
Further, the governments of bot:h Ireland and t.he 
United Kingdom have indicated strong objections to 
such a move; it is therefore erident that its jrnple
ment.ation would needlessly drau the United Stab:!s 
into a· forc'gn policy digpute '~ith these governments. 

Finally, neither the term "country" employed in 
Section 304 of the Tariff Act of 1930 nor tbe term 
"nation" by which it is defined in 19 C.l:'.R. Sub
section 134.1 (a) carries the precise legal mean,; ng ~- ~ 
of "independent recognized state". It is therefore 
rea~onable to interpret the s atutory 1ang age as 
le;'lving o~")en the possibility of employing the mark
ing "Ireland" to include goods from Northern Ireland. 
Eren though the latter is not legally recognized ~y 
the. united statcJ as pLirt of L'!E: s· c=;te of 11:'-l.:nd, 
thc't'e is no legal impediment to including it in the 
lonopr ~nncept of the "country" or "nation" of Ire
land for purposes of Section 304, as has been ~he 
practice in the past. In any case, there is no 
legal bi"Gis for a separate IT'al'king :Jf "Uorthern In~
land", as that designat.ion refers neither to a 
country, a nation, or an in ependent qtate. 

The Honorable 
William van Raab, 

Commissioner of Customs, 
U.S. Customs Service, 

1301 Constitut;o 
Washington 
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± If the Customs Service should decldc to proce~d 
further with th~_proposed ruling, the Department 
would apprecL te being so advised so that \le may re
view this matter wi'-h you in greater decail. 

Sincerely, 

" . 

Richard Burt; Designate 

- '-

Enclosures: 

1. Prcs:dent's March 17 Statement 
2. Customs Service CorLespondence 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 
U.S. CUSTOMS :>ERVICE 

WASHINGTO~ 

"'11' • /,1 i ch a e 1 G a r r y 
Department of State 
2 0 1 eSt re e t N~:. 
\~ ash i n 9 ton. D. C • 2 0 5 2 0 

flEfl,.R TO 

CO:. :E/AP 
5Gb-

Re: .? _r 0 p. 0 5 e d _ cy d n t r'y 0 for; gin _ m ~ r I' i.2' L2.!J 9 0 0 d 5 fro r1 Nor t. h e I- n 
1 I' e 1 a fl d 

Dca r Mr. Ba n"y: 

E r! t: 1 co sed ~ s ~ r n r y n f n 11 r 11 r 0 p 0 sed r u 1 i n q 0 n c 0 u n t r.Y 0 f 

o Y' i g'i n m ark i n 9 0 n 9 0 0 d s fro m Nor t h (? r n Ire 1 and. \1 e Iv 0 u 1 d 

appre_c;at.e having your comments and concurrence on this 

particular ruling. 

Enclosure 

)z,.«~ 
Antlony~·. Piazza 
Deputy Director, Entry Procedures 
and Penalties Division 

REPLY TO CO·.~I·IS: ,IO:<l(~ OF C,-,STOt.'S. WASHING-'ON, D.e 202:!9 
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DEPARTMEN r OF THE TREASURY 
u.s. CUSTOMS SE-RVICE 

WASHltJ&TON 

RtFU TO 

11l,R 2-01) CO:P.: ~~:E 
720018 FBO 

'iliis l.ul ing concern, we country of origin .,arking requirements for gocds rnz- n Ifactllred or produced in NorU1ern Ireland. 

ISSUE: 

~11eU)er L'1e admi!1isLrative pl.c.lctice of p=>nni tting "Ire> land 11 as 

a country designatio') for gcx::ds Jfilnu[actured or _prcx3uced in ~~.)rtJ·lern 

Ireland should ~ cont.imlE'cl. 

FACT: 

. By odministr.ative practice, l1)c United Stales governr,cnt has 

r r.mittPd "Irelaoo" to be used .for Northern Irc~and for country of odCJin 

maOrking puqXJses. Prest:ntly, N:xthern lrel, .. nd is lmder tile adminj strative 

juridiction of the Uni tf'Ci Kingccm, a1 U10ugh the Republ ic of Jt°eIand claims 

the territory of furthem lrelFlnd under its Constitution as part of t....'1e 

nation.ll ter ri tory. 'ilie ul timate purchaser of a product fLan Northern 

1re1ard m:ly ec.lsily IJ2 confused \ hen the artic1~ is simply rrarked "IrE'laoo ll 

ratllcr tl1Wi 11 Nor them 11.-c>laoo. 1I 

Section 304 of the Tariff Act of J930 , as aITlPnded (19 V.S.C. 130o~), 

provides generally that all articles of foreign origin illlr:ortcd into the 

Uni ted States rrllst be legibly and conspicuously marked to indicate tl1e 

English nrIDe of the counlry of odgin to an ultimate purchc.lser in tlle 

United States. "Country" lrcans tl1e r.:olitica1 entity knO' .. m as a natjon. 

Colonies, possessions, or prDtectotat-es oulside tile Loundaries of tile 

frlC)tller country arc ronsiderC'd r-cr "lrate counlries. 

nEPLY TO CO·-1M'SSIONE.H OF CUSTOMS. WASHINGTO"l. l> c.. :>02~9 
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