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1Lin1h i r ............•.. . . ' ~ . . ........ .. 

Taoi sea ch• s .)ean.::ld S 10ech 

At a mec ting ht? ld in the 'I'aoiseuch' s room in Governm0n t 

Buildings on Monday, 5th October 1981, for the purpo~ e of 

cH .:;.>cu <>sing the content of the T ·10i seach' s for thcomi n J ("'peeci i 

in Se.:rn..:id Eireann the following \vcre present:- The 'l'ooisccch, 

Mr Alexis I· i t.zGcrald, Advisor to the Governi11ent, l'-kssrs J.Jlly / 

Lillis and Murr<-IY of the Department of the 'l':wis~i:lch .:-tnd Mr 

M Burke of the Department of Foreign Affuirs. This note 

surnm~rises the rn.:lin points discussed. 

He a c t i on to 'l' il 1 s \\' e 0 K 1 n tr~ r v i e w 

Th c Tllo i s c .<1 c h s .:l i d tho t L> y and la r <J c the r e .:i c t i on h c h u d 

received to his interview had been positive . 'rhere had been 

some criticism, supported by research findings {private ) which 

indicated a negative reaction to his criticism of this State 

being seen as sectarian. For the most purt the re~ponsc h~d 

beer one of appreciation that "somebody was at last doing 

some th i ng 11 
• 

Need to Review Con~titution Now 

The 'ri:ioise'1ch sziid thLlt there hcid been sofTle c>:u17!plc_, in t!i~ 

pas t w her e the e tho s of one r c 1 i g i on h ci d i n flue n c c· d c 'Jen t: s • 

All parties sha,·cd respo~~ibility f.or this.. In , i.; .. ~p . :: cch 

he would, however, wish to rJ~fU~.>C th'? poli i c zd a s p'"' r.:t JS f .t ! C ; I 

as possible. The State hu gone through different stciges 

of development in this regard. The Constitution should be 

reviewed now in an object ive manner in the light of the 

conditions of the modern world. The historical context was 

important (the Constitution showed a tendency to head off th e 

pressures of the time: the attitude of the Catholic Church 

and the Spanish Civil War were all factors in this regard). 

The Constitution was designed for a State 94% of. whose 

population were Catholic. The view was expressed that it would 

be advisable to say something positive about the Constitution 

I . .. 
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At u me e tin 9 he 1 cl i n t 1 c 'r a 0 i s e ~ c h t 5 r 00 TO i n G over nm 0 n t 

Buildings on ~on6aY I 5th October 1981 , [or the purpo:e of 

di.;;)cll'>sing the ontent or the Taoiveach ' s forthc:l:nin] !3peeCil 

in Se.)T).:ld Eirci1nn the [ollo\ving \ycre pr sent : - The 'l'rloi scach, 

~lr Alexin I'itzGcl'uld , Advisor to the Government , i'l·~ssrs .~D11~' , 

Lillis a nd Nu rrc)y of t he Department. of t he '1' o i s~ac h .) nd ~l r 

M Bur ke of th e Dep~r tment of Fore i g n A ff ~ i r s . This not e 

s u mm~ri s e s t he m~ in po i nts d i s cu ssed . 

Hcaction t o Th) s \\'e0K Intf~ rvic\ol 

Th e Tuo i sC,J.c h C".:l i d th II t l>y c1 n d l a r']c the r C':lC t ion he hud 

received to his intervi cv" hud bee n positive . There h ild be en 

s om e cri tic ism, sup po r t e d by res ea r c h fin din 9 s ( p r i v u t e) vI h i c h 

indica ted a neg ~ tive react ion to his c riti cism of t his State 

be ing sce n as sectar i a n. For the mo~t part the r esponse }lad 

bee n o ne of appreci a t i on tha t "s omebody was ut l as t do i ng 
some t hi ng 11 • 

Need to Review Constitution ~ow 

The T~ oise.)ch suid th.:lt there hud been SOfTH? C:>:~J.I?lc-, in _~ ~ 

p ~ s t v.' her e t h () e t h 0 S 0 f 0 ne reI i 9 ion h Cl din flu e ne " d C 'J en t s . 

A 1 1 par tie S $ ha' cd res p 0 ~ ~ i b i 1 i t y f. (; r t h i .s • I 11 l . i ~ r~ PI": e c.: h 

he would , hO'.-/evcr , wi sh to r1 ~fuSQ th~ poli -ir:"Zl) ()~p('l r~t os T .t l C: 1 

a s possib l e . The S t ate h.) go ne th r ough Jif[e c en t stages 

of developme n t i n thi s r ega rd. The Constitu ti on shou ld be 

revieHed now in an objec ti ve mann e r in the light of th e 

conditions of the modern world. The historical cont ext was 

important (the Constitution showed a tendency to head off th e 

pressures of the time: the attitude of the Catholic Church 

and the Spanish Civil War were all factors in this regard). 

The Constitution was designed for a State 94% of_ whose 

population were Catholic. The view was expressed that it would 

be advisable to say something positive about the Constitution 
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iu. f. It hud given us certain guarantees of protection in 
the •l r. ea of fundamental rights, protection which l1ritish 
ci~ · ;'- n s do not have. The view WuS also expressed that the 
Cori. itution h.Jd -provided stability and this in itself was 
mo:; •1aluable. 

The 'J'doiseach suid thut the Constitution as it stood was nol 

suit.,·d to a united IreL:rnd: it reflects institutions th~t urc 

partJlionist. What we should aim for is the kincl of constitut1 
the) would huvc developc::J i[ Lhete ltod 

our cnuntry . By that test our present Constitution failed. 
· It mw;t now be put r icJht. 

As rr•')a rds specifics Articles 2 and 3 and 41 are the most 

app l r~nt . But apart from these there are other particular 

diff it:: tlties such as land development (Kenny Report); mineral 

rigli : .. , etc. The All-Party Informal Committee· on the 

Con;; f· f tut ion {1967) had drawn attention to .the f'1ct th.Jt ther · 

no r qJision for choosing a Taoi<-euch had been written it1to U,r 

Con~ f· i tut ion. 

shou J d endeavo• r 
In reviewing the Con~titution now we 

tr() :r: 1 
y effort of irr,C1ginution to druw up t:u~ kir rJ of; 

that \..1ould helve emt?rged if purtition hcJd net oc .... urrL' cL The 

new 1• 11 1dcl should r.-iake provision for a unit _d IrelrincJ: it shn11l r 

pro·Ji<I<: a machinery through which, by consent, we could come 
.. 

to sh.ire with northern Ireland those thin<Js that it "is in our 
, 

comm n interest to do ~ogether. The Constitution prohibits 

· us from taking certain actions: it says that things shall not 

Under the Constitution as it stands at prc~ent if the1 l 
happen. 

were ngreement on an all-Ireland Court we would need a 

constitutional amendment to give effect to this agreement. 

I . .. 
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it (, f . It hud given us certain guarantees of protection in 

th· .~r.e u of r'lndafficntal rights, protection which British 

ci I • ' J ns do not have. The vie\v WuS also expressed t hat the 

COli ; . itution h':ld -provided stability and this in ilsel( was 

mo '... ·,a luable. 

The 1,to iseach s~id thQt the Constitution as it stood was not 

suit.c,d to a united Irel ~ nd: it reflects institutions lh~t Clrc 

part: 1 lionist. \'lhat \ve should aim for is the kin(] of constitutl 

our (()untry . By that test our present Constitution failed. 

. I t Jt I J ~3 t no \V be p L1 t r i CJ h t . 

As r~Qards specifics Articles 2 and 3 and 41 are the most 

app ( r (nt. But apilrt from these there are other pilrticu lc r 

dif fir: llties such as lilnd development (K enny Repor t); mineral 

riCJh ,f: , etc . The All-Party Informal Corn; ittee'on the 

Con';.' tution (1967) had drawn attention to .the filet th.Jt there; 

no PI()Jision for choosing u Taois0cJ.ch hnd been written ioto tLr 

Co n r; f' tu t ion. In rev i e vl i n 9 the Con::; tit Lt t ion no "J we 1 
PYY.(: -

shou]d endeavolr by effort of jrr,tlginwticn to drow UiJ Cl!} kit J 0[; 

tha would have em'?rC]ed if partition h21d not oc...,urrt,..·0 . Th( 

new I'ltJ lcl s· ould make provision [or a unit _d rrel rl ~d: it shnll)r 

pro·J j(I(.! a m()chincry through \4hich, by consent, ~/e could come 
~ 

to e h .1 r e t" i t h lJ 0 r the r n Ire la n d t h 0 set h i n <J s t hat it' i 5 i n 0 u r 
, 

commrfl interest to do ~ogether. The Constitution prohibits 

· us fr om taking certain actions: it says that things shall not 

I 
happen. Under the Constitution as it stands at present if the I 

were ngreement on an all-Ireland Court we would need a 

constitutional amendment to give effect to this agreement. 
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The view W)S 

OU is .:in J. 

exprcsse 

Unity cou 
th .. t our bus i c obj cc t.:. / e \ as p e ~ c e , :1 r.-.,:;t 

d I ._ e .:ic:1ie··ea · · v~olc ce. Sc:co .<.l 
t e 0, sti t.U io sh l r '"'Oj L:e Jleal i ty h·~ pe - ce c n 
o. y c0m • ro g. c :1Sen • '..ere 1·ere three 1n·ties in ·ol:cci 
i the tas· of fin ing 

solu io to he .ortlern Irelazd 
r ble.:- ~ e 13ritis, the people of 1:or!:1ern Ireland anc: 

ourselv"')s. 
he vi w w.:is ex, resse th.:it 1hile we ca tell he 

Other ~Wv • 
wh~t they sl ould do ·:e could not tak i- _,-. \ .. ,. t.. ;.: " .. ·e 

acLl n 1 ~ur~~ ves. 

wi hin OJr o:m sp er'e of inf uence to bring about what 
we desire. 

Attitude of Opposition 

Reference was 111 e to the criticism e:<pr essed by the former 

'l'aoiseach (Mr ll u9hey). Hi:i redecessor (Mr Lynch) h.:id, ho.-1-
t 

ever, made a number of st<itements in ti is context which fa\·ourcd 

the idea of a new Constitution for a new Ireland. Refecence 

might be mad to the:ie statements in the T.:ioi:;each's speech. 

In addition Dr Cath.:il !3 D.:ily, 13ishop of f.rdagh .:n<.l Clonm.:icnoin, 

w.s on record favouring a pluralist society, based on clris_ian 

principles con.mon to all our christiar traditions on ,,,f,ich v:e: 

can .:i g c e e • Th i s con c e p t m i g Ii t a 1 so be bu i 1 t i n to the Tao i sea ct ' ;: 
speech. 

teed to entice Unionists 

timescale. At t e same ti .e the view 

The view w.:is expressed that there was a need to woo the Northern 

Protestants towards the idea of a united Ireland within whatever 

had been expressed tha not ing ·e WOu d 0 ere would ha'.~e any influence on :or t err. Protesta. s. It a to be bor e in . i d t' a in pro!""oting t po - ., 

I 
. F.P.-G: ·. 

--- - ~ - - -
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ve 

e,,'presse th tour b.:tsic object':'ve Has oc.)ce n 
not 

Unity could / .~ e aC.lie 'cd . v~olcnC'e. Seco. ly 
tJ.e . 

i ( S h 1 rc"'o ~ n is e. / reI i t Y bat p Co - c 

"'0 c nsen. ' .. ere \,'ere t lee nrti s in ·ol .. ·cG 

of fin ing solu~ion to - he ,'ortl0rn Ire a cl 

e Oritis.l, the peop..l.e of ~ort!)ern Ireland and 

T' e vi 'was exp esse that hr, iIe t,-le Co tell he 

... ... .:It they sloo Id do ,e could not taKP ~ .(-

.o\vevcr, \/P C'~~ dc c{;-tZ1in .chings ourse /cs 

\-li hin o~r 0',1 sp ere of i fIuence to bring about \vhat 
. . 

\ .... c dcsi re. 

Attitude of Opposition 

Re fer e n c e w cJ s m act 0 the cri tic ism e:< p res se cl by the for mer 

'l'aoiseach (i· r H ughcy). His predeces.;;.Ior (t r Lync}) hud I hO'd-
I 

ever, made a urnbcr of st41tements in this context which fuvourcd 

the id e Cl 0 fan c tv' Con s tit uti 0 n [0 ran e w Ire la n d . RI? f e fen c e 

might be m~d to these statements in the T~oice~ch's speech . 

In ~ddition Dr Cath.:lJ. n D~ly, Dishop of lrcJ~gh -nu C1or~:nJcnois, 

w s on record favouring a pluralist £ociety, ba~nd on cl ri stia 

principles con.mon to .)11 our christi<:lr1 trcJditions on \-,r.i h'v.'€: 

cun c)gree . 'f)i5 concept might also be built into the 'l\JoiseClchl.: 
speech . 

eed to entice Unionists 

The view was expressed that there was a need to woo the Northern 

Protestants towards the idea of a united Ireland within whatever 
timescale. t t e same ti.e the view had been expressed that 

not ing e ould do here would have any ~nfIuence on .ort er~ 
Protes a s. It ad 0 be bor e i i d that in pro~oting t e ,. .." 

/ ... 
.(. . F.P.-C"' ' . 
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idea of unific~tion we were t he suitors . 
It w s suggested 

thu t i n the speech· the 'J\:ioiseach might 0ssert t hat the 

tr agedy of :ortLe rii IreL:rnd was the busi ness of every 

individual in the country. The T<loiseach could g i ve t 1e l ead 

in this area y encouraging the populC1tion to take a i-ositive 
attitude tovards chan9ing our Con~titution as one way of 

dealing with Ue tragedy of Northern Ireland . There were 

va ri ous ?artics to this Conflict but we could not force 

any .ody else ' s h.:ind . It 1•.:is up to us to take w atever steps 

u~ con~idere ncce s ry to d a] with -· e ~ro .... l(.m 'r..'i ~! i.. cur 

e. 

I t · ;-is sugges c .. \,. exerc · ses s c .. as 

.. e: co .... l o 0£1.. e : f neo) ~ e , · · o 
re 

t e 
c , re e ft o t. 

o .... e 
"" \-: a~ s a._ c t .. 

ad ee .... -
r-ro '""'. ... :-:: io ,: c- t 

e t ' -
~o d o _ e ~ o-ccr o a co 

ti o s ort .'?r Tre a :-or 
r is, 

r i ce o mistr s~ a .d no~ il' ty cl r a ... i f 
hey a o r oce -Je ·l a lon< t .e l.i n .. 0n v i ::: a ,cd "f he f o r :rr: r 

dminis t ration Unionists might hare to fig, t against. all sides 

to protect their interests and their identity , etc . , It was 

po i nted ou t that the f ac t that a c hange o f admi n i stration had 

taken p l ace did not necessar ily mea n t ha t the Unionist s were 

going to be pos itive insofar as the studies or North/South 
relation s in general were concerned. 

Historica l Back g round 

It was suggested that reference ought to be made to the history 

of the State. We had been forced to accept a certain situation 

in 1921. Civil War had followed. Notwithstanding the early 

.. I . .. 
, ,. cn.mrn u1. 40.000. H O. F.P.-G2K. 
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idea of unific.3tion we \'ere the sllltors . It was suggested 

that in the s eech' the 'J'J.olseach miCJht ~r'scrt thcJt the 

trugcc1y of ~ )rth'2rn Irel.:.tnd \VJ.S the business of every 

ind'vidual in t (;: country. The T<:loiscach could give t'l(? lC~ld 

in tLis area Y 0ncoura]ing the popul.:ltion to take a l~osi tive 

att' ude tovor~s changing our Constitution as one w~y of 

dealing with the tragedy of Nortier Irel()nd. There were 

var ious parties to this conflict but \ye c ould not force 

any ody elsets cJnd . It WcJS up to us to take whatever steps 

\>le co .siaere r cce s ry t d (\ \.Ji th _. e rro.~le~ '.'i ,J L. cur 

It ' uS C'~gge5 C' a'" ex ere . se s 5 C. as\,. e J 0 i ." S tu' ~ e s ~ r r: 

o du .. peo) c , " ho w 

re C I re .... ft o·'t. 

t e s re c'i 0 .. e ao GC c 5 .... e. r ... ,... re: r r ~ ~'C . 
ro ex: .:e:ssion 0 ... gr, t- i _ ro 

d 0.: c ' o~cC'" 0 a co. t: ict 

I ~ela"" 

he U')ionis s :e that tt e I g .... r-

mistr .• 0:; i 1 ' t y nd • c: a _ 1.L 

h Y C . for:r c r 

dministration Union'sts might · ave to fight against all sides 

to prol.ect their interes s and their identit:z.' t etc . ,It was 

pointed out that the fact that a change of admi nistration had 

taken place did not necessarily mean that the Unionists were 

going to be positive insofar as the studies or North/South 

relations in general were concerned. 

Historical Background 
It was suggested that reference ought to be made to the history 

of the State. We had been forced to accept a certain situation 

in 1921. Civil \var had followed. Hot~,ithstanding the early 

/ ... 
. ' 
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difficulties great achievements had been made. l\e were no"· 

trying to deal with criticism of our Con~titution and our 

laws. , ·e are able to have free debate and whu t peo:)l e 1v.:ir. t 

should be r fleeted in our . laws and Con~Hitution. 1\s regarc: s 

th.., idea that P"ace in our country wus our objectiv,, . 1·:e 

huvc o . .ly to loo· at WIJJ t the l.:i ~ t ten yeu rs have given us. 

The fuct that the e had been no peace had bothered a lot of 

people of conscience. To what e. ·tent are we responsible for 

this situ.:ition? Our Constitution and laws should be an e;«1m; J 
to the l~or th. 

11. Intern ~ tional ~ 
' 

urt er oin e io ca was t e i ter a tic al repercuss10. a ion· t a or,_ t> r Ire a d was C4 
) 

Of 

j'et ·o • c .. t a e p ··e e ) e · c I eLc. ... r s ·e c 
- I 

so e 

t 
e ce 

e n . . ~g 

s 

e e ..:a s ·.a 
,A~ ~ c e 

y .i Gov e 
Go er ....... e s. it a l pre io~s 

3. Communi tv 

It was suggested that the Taoiseach might say that while 

partition was in itself a wrong it was right to acknowledge 

that there was a separate community in the Horth. We recognise 
., the right of that community to live as a separate community as 

long as they want. 

I . .. 
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difficulties great acl ievemcnts ad been made. We were no\' 

trying to de~l with cri icism of our Con~titution and our 

laws. We are able to h~ve free debate anrl what peo)lc w~n 

S ou d be reflected i~ olr · laws and Constitution. IS regar ds 

t h! i c1 e Cl t hat pt? ace i n \') u reo u I try \01 a s 0 Ll rob j cc t i v\.: . \.: e 

have only to loo' a~ ,'b .. t the la s t ten ye~l'S have given us. 

The fact that there hud been no peace had bothered a lot of 

people of conscience. To \.;hat c,'tent are He responsible [or 

this si tU3tion? Our Consti tution and la\'/s should be an cXi1 ni} 

to tle lorth. 

u r er po in t e I.. i 0 . e was t e i t era tic n aIr e per c us 5 0..' 

of t or e .... 

t 0: 
so-e f_ ed 

5 

y i 

Go ern en s. 

si ual..:o ) 
' e " 

e·c- I - , 
e 

.. ~ e ce 

Gov 

.a 

'0 

e 

.~or .e:»r Irel a was a 

tl C '. ) 

c. 1 

b 

tha 

r 

e c e 

to 

a cry 

it a 

.oe In 'e c 

s . e "'c 

a 
. - s 

g p .... ':or ': ty J '\.. 

prc Oi..l5 

13. Corn unity 

It was suggested that the Taoiseach might say that while 

partition was in itself a wrong it was right to acknowledge 

that there was a separate community in the Horth. \'le recognise .. 
the right of that community to live as a separate community as 

long as they want. 

/ ... 
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Reference \'as lso made to the disastrous st..1 te of th .. o .: :: .. ·. 

Ireland economy l1 present. This fwctor \as relev~m - in 

re 
1

ie.dng .·orth/Sou h relwtions und should .. er it ii cl '-' i o n :. ~' 
the peech. Reference WLlS also made o the desire ·nsong 

Un ion .:. s ts , exp r es s e d pr i v ~ tel y , of find in g a so 1 u t ion to ~ :. ·~ 
c rre situa ion. rnhis oint of view w s ot Suffi~ · e ,t_:· 

rtic _a e 

Con ic~ 1..0; 

Taoiseac 

tr · i zGerald 
,,. r D . Z1 l li 

i·lr .-1 Lillis 

Mr M Burke, Dept. of Foreign Affairs 

13~ 13 J7. .ono. 3- o. F.P.-G: · 
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Reference vas a)so maje to the disastrous st.:lte of t ~ 0::: .. ' 

Ire 1 a r. d e co:: 0 m y ~... pr cs e n t . T his f u c tor \ . as reI e v .:H1 t i. n 

rev i e\.;i ng . "or h/Sou th re... tions and should ner it i nc 1 ~ ion _. 

ti e peech. . eference HoS c leo made to the desire - iilong 

lnio ':sts, exp .. essed private_y, of flnding a solution to ,": .~ 

c r 'e situa ion. ':'his oi'lt of vie'''; w~s ot s ff · c':t.? t_ :· 
nio'l's'" po_ icians. 

6 0 .... 0. 0 9 

Coni c to: 

aoiseacn 

"lr J ::'i zGerald 

·'r 0 1;)11/ 

Mr M Durke, Dept. of Foreign Affairs 
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