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Federal Court Rl.!.!i.rq CIf 30th pL-~l 1981 in cas 

11ttorncy GeneJ.Cll of the U.S. v. It-ish 

.jorthorn Aid C0rTU11i tt "e. 

1. The most important features of the ruling are £ und on 

page 21; 
. 

"the uncontroverted evidence is that defendant 

is an agent of the IRA, providlng money and services for 

OUICt" than relief purposes" 

and on pag 29: 

"the uncon roverted assertion that defendant is a 

representC'lti ve of, or acts at the requl.~jt of, th'~ Il{A". 

The ru ling take, 11 I. R. A . 11 to mean 11 The Iri sh Republican 

Army, Provisional Wing" (p. 4) • 

2 _ ~~uch 01= the evLdt::ncc! used t.o shO\<l that HorC'lid j s an 

agent of the IRA consists of Noraid ls own correspondence 
I 

and literat:ur .• 1~n NorC'lid letters from 1971 v·o 

quoted as foLlows: 

I'\'le are dojng every hlr.q po-sible to hc1p the 

Provision<11 lRl\ in lreland ll 

"Our support- rro0 c (\""'11 j. ply to the Provisional IRA 

and those \;110 ur\... .. JLl.ll.g wlth them. 11 (p.26) 

Althouqh most of the corre~pondcnce dates fran the 

early 1970 l s the ruling concludes: 

IIdefendant L-NoraiQ/ presents neither Jegal1y persuasive 

arguments nor any concrete particulars of fact to raise 

a genuine issue as to defendant's continuing agency 

relationship with the IRA" (p.29). 
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3, One piece of correspondence which is of particular 
interest dates from March 1978. It is quoted as 
follo\\"s:-

"Any un i t which \Vi shes to be-. sure i s prv("C't""d. \\,1 1 h 
u c..:l.l. for rt.:!llef purpos~s need only make lts remittances 
to the Dronx Offic~ i the form of checks pcyable to 
An CUi13nn Cabhrach, the re lie f organi zati on, and 'v'" 
will send the checks directly to them. 
to Alic fvlaher, signed by ltJACls U.S. 

. " Letter 

Representatives, 
March 14, 1978, responding to a letter stating, 
"The Irish conullunit.y 1.s very critical of an organizat1.on 
that gives aid to the furnilies of irresponsible members of 
any group L-referring to the I Provisional \-Ving of the 
IRA/. If this continues we cannot support Irish 
Northern Aj d. 11 

This inevitably raises the question of the destination of 
funds not marked 11 An CUllldnn Cabhrach". It may be nol d 
that An Cumann Cabhrach h<)5 not been listed as a 
recipient of ~oraid funds sln 0 1973. 

4. Turning to the fact: thut Horaid clcd ms its foreign princ j pal 
to be the Northcln Aid COlTunittee, Belfast the court 
ruJing says 

"the Attorney Genera] h(s been frustrated in its attempts 
to verify he existence of the Northern Aid Committee 
L-BeJfas.tl, a problem compounded by the absence in the 
files deli,vered to plalntiff during djscovery, of any 
correspondence between INAC L NoraiQ! and the Northern 
Aid Committee L-nelfasi/" (p . 8 ). 
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The ruling a lso ref rs to 

"the absence in the files of any cancelled checks made 

pu)' lJl~ tu :,ortL~rr llcl Cl):' .'ittL;C L-Bel f()s:!;:/" (p.43). 

The ruling concludes that the informaUon disclos d in 

many parts of Noraid's returns is inadequate. It notes 

that "the amoun t disbursed often exceeds the amoun t alJ .>qe l y 

recei V t 1 " ( •. 11) ; it. <1\.~ • 1 t ,l,)ruid 1<1S not CeSCt"j bed 

in deta.l l lLS activiti s on behalf of u foreign pl' incipal" . 
(p.45) I that Noraid "has not provided an accurdte uCCOUt Ling 

of its receipts and disbursurnents" (p. 5) and that it has 

"not fil-.d aCCUrc.tE and complete .. tat. ment . regarding 

propaganda" (p.5). The Court r~quires Noraid to provide 

a Jist of its branches. offi~~rs ~n~ pmplnyppq (n n ~ .~_ ~ ~) 
~.i ".£." --

and to provide fuller details of its propuganda activiU"t?s, 

including its financing and role in the administration of 

the Irish People newspaper (pp 36-42) . 

6. '1'he resul t of the court· s ruling should be that Noruid 

would be required to disclose much more information dbout 

its activities than :Lt does at present, jncludjng a iu]l 

accounting of how much money it receives, where it can ~s 

from and how j t is spent . Noraid j s curr.ently preparing 

an appeal. \oJhatcver. the outcome of the uppcal, the U.S. 

author! tics are now on re orei in publ ic as COnS1Qel: i 11g 

Horaid an agent of the Provisional I . R.A. 

Department of Foreign Affairs 

June 1981 
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