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THE FOLLO.J J >JG ARE RELEV M, T DEVELOi HEN rs A '~ D ASSESSHE:H OF U. S. 
ADr-I I "IISTRAT IO t POS I T I JN S I liCE O JI~ C200 ,)F i5 J'JLY . AS 1 ~.jD ICflTED 
IN PARAGQAPH 4 OF C20J 1 THE TAOISEACrl'S lETTER TO THE PRES IDENT 
\-/AS REFE;~;tED Tv HEAD \;F NSC. U ~DE RSTArID THAT SEN IOR :,SC OFF IC I AL 
DISCUSSED ;·1,.\ -(TEt~ ' .. ;1 TH B'1 n 1 SH E; IB,\SSY fUD Tt·tAT STATE DEP i~HTr~1ENT 
AS;,ED U. S. E '1I3ASSY, LO .'DJN , TJ 1<iA~,.t E"!QU I r< I [S. U. S • .sOURCE 
Er";; 'Hi\SISES l :iAT IN NJ \'l AY SHJULD ThESE E;QU I ~ I ES BE f<E~;f\RDED F\S 
QU 'JTE REPRESENTAT I J;~S U :~ QUOTE. ,\ , IS I.~G OJT OF THE CO;.TACTS 
BET\vEEh THE U.S . OFFICIALS Am T, :E ~ RITISd vFF IC I ALS, A CJi',·O ~i L I \E 
Ef·iER ~E!) FJR DEAL I iG VI I 1"d PRES-~J E.i'.tJ I RI ES. ~ R I T I SH E,1BASSY 
Ot7F I C I ALS H~Rt :\ND V;H I TE HOJSE OF r I C I :xLS REFERHED REP JRTERS I ~~ 1\ I 

GENERAL 'v.'AY TO STATE' ,E ~;T O.J I R=:LA.D t14DE BY PRES I DENT qE: GMI S I NeE 
HI S ELECT LAi BUT 'I r ARTICULM~ r~~FERRED THEM TJ :\ STATEri::i~T :',: ADE 
IN L,)S At;GELES Od 7 ;WVEtlBER ~1iIE;'; , 1:1 ~EPLY TO ~~ I RI SH T l i'ES 
QUESTIOJ ON ARMS S~LES TO TIlE RUC, THE THEN PRES IDENT ELECT SA ID 
QUOTE TtlE U. S. i','OJLD f.)T l iJTERFERE OR I j TERVENE I N NORTH~R"~ 
I f;E LA;~D U~IQUJTE. 

2. CARR INGTON ' S V I S IT TO WASH I N3TJN TJOK PLACE ON 16-17 JULY AND 
HE HAD PJBL I C I ~)ESD ;\EET I NGS \'Jl"fl 'IA IG A,m SEN I OR PEOPLE O:\; THE 
HI LL CO\CER~ED • .'IT,1 FORE I '~ N AFF\ I RS. H~LF OF THE r'\EET l f ~G \I/ITH 
HA IG w~s A T~T~-A-TETE A;D ~E f1E U 'ABLE TJ OBTA I N AN Y I rlFJRMAT l uN 
AS TJ "HAT ·:~S D I SCUSSED~ I RI S:'I AFFA I RS \iERE NOT D I SC USSED AT 
THE PLENArH' ~':EET I NG. \·,HEN ASK~D AT A B\CK3ROUiJD BR I Er I IJG F'Jf{ 
BR I T I SH Cl)RRESPOND:::iHS Od 17 JULY IF H ~ I G rl'\D RA I SED THe 
H-',: LOCK S I TU~T 10.: VIITH H It"l, CARR I. ~GTO ~j R:TL l ED QUJTE >:OT REAL LY 
UN1~UJTt:. . /1 I S L I '([LY T1AT I REL 'E) viAS NJT D I SCUSSED I '·j ANY j'IjA JOR 
\,IAY DET\1E~N C. RR /:- GTuiJ AND HA- I '; TH '.; UGrl C:\:iR II~.J T IN D ID CJ;~F' LA I :,1 TO 
HA 1 G AJOUT TH:': LAC !\ iJF P ;OTECT IO fJ FOR B~ I T I SH CJiJSULATES ES?EC I ALLY 
I ~l i~E\~ Y JRK A: D BjSTO . ~ \\''10S;: OfF IC I ALS \,fERf. BE I,.G SUBJECTED TO ft. 
LOT OF ABU3E FRO:·\ PROTE T I :; H-hLO(;I< SJ. j' ORTERS • 
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3. /1\ 13 IS A GREAT ADi'1 1 ~~ ER 'OF' ILk BR ITISH ~LE IN ~ jORTHERN I RELAND 
AND IN VAR I OUS CO ;~VERSATIONS ~'JlTH dll'1 I H,.\VE[iOUND HI 'I TO BE 

I'fE lTHER ',JELL INFORJ,ED ABOUT )R SY .. PATHET IC Tu"'JUR f-OSITION. AT A 
PRESS ;,R I Et=' I NG E ·\RL l' I r~ JU NE ,1 E \J.4S ASKED \,/,1 Y THE REAGA:~ AD>I I" I S- -
TRAT 10, I NS I S r ED 01' TREI T l NG ~JJRTH::i~,~ I REL '\ i" D AS 1\'_ I r .. TERr-JAL 
BR I TISrl MATTE R. HE REPLi eD ~0JTE I TH I NK P ~ ECISELY BECAUSE I T IS 
TdAT. THAT DJ:':S ~!OT SUG':EST T ~AT THSRE ARE 'j 'T EXTER~~AL FIJRCES 
INV0LV ED FRO 1 T H·1 E TO T I f; E IN O:O!E OR Ai, OTHER ASPECT 'JF TH I S 
ArJGUISH I,~G PR JI.5 LE ;·I . BUT I TH I·K IT'S CLEAK THAT THIS I S A PRjBLEi'l 
THAT j·:UST BE vv~KED OUT !: ITERN,\LLY DY THE I-ART I ES . I T'S AN 
HI STO!; le AGO :"Y F,JR TH 0SE . PA~T I ES Aim HAS DEEr:. O;IE M I GhT ["IM(E THE 
CASE IF Tl-l:::RE \','E RE j lOT t\ GREAT Br ITA I N PLAY I NG THE RI)LE THAT IT'S 
PLAY ING THERE T jDAY I \':E r~IG rn EVE:; HAVE TJ CnEATi.: ONE TO F)REVENT 
A BLOJD BATH . I TH INK WHAT WE ARE ALL I NTERESTED I N IS ~ATIENTLY 
A,'~D SYi/IPAT-iETICALLY TO D() ALL \'JE C/~4 IN AiJ E:r'iPATHET IC \JAY TO SEEK 
A RESOLUT I ON TO THE SE HISTORIC PR03LEMS 1 DUT TO RECOGN IZE THAT 
TI-lEY A f~E I ,'TEQ:!\L M~D T: /\1" r8R A PUBL IC OFF IC I AL I f' tiY PJS IT I ON TO 
t-1AKE OFFIIA , D PJEL IC C011:'~ E N TS AnOUT IT OILY AGGRAVATES A PROBLH', 
VJH ICH I'EEDS NO ~GGRAVAT I O .~ : S0 I WON ' T DO I T U QUOTE. SHORTLY 
AFTERvARDS AT A PR IVATE r'lEET I:JC \oJ l Tr1 A S,\,ALL GROUP JF EURJPEt,N 
13J SI ~:ESSt1EN , I NCLUD I "G DAV ID KE;~ \ EDY OF AER LI \GUS, TilE SUI JEeT 
ALSO CA···iE UP AIm ti E r'1JD l r l =D HI S f<EPLY SJ,iC1,t/tiAT TO l 'mI CATE TH, T 
TH~ \'WrtLD 'dAS FORTU ;IATE THAT THE "IA I.J r ARTIL1 HIVOLVfD I 1 TH IS 
PR0BLE;'~ 'I'/ERE THE BR I T I SIl A ~! D I RI Sd GOVER N ll E ~nS wH-J C lJULD BE RfL l ED 
O:~ TO HANDLE T'lE r~ATTER I N A RES" O:SIILS: A:·m CO,'ISTRUCT I VE \1AY . 

4. UNDOUBTEDL { , F10M OUR PO I ,'JT JP V I E\" THE S I GU I F I CA" T E ~xGA:; E:,iENT 
OF C AR~II~GT.),'S V I S I T HAS A VE~Y S~l\L L PH IV.\·IE D ItJIJER fAR TY 
AR'?AN '3ED FOrt H 1,: AT ~ HOUSE U, GEJRGETO'.·:N O'~ 16 JULY AT viM ICri THE 
PRES I DENT , ACCOf"IPMi l ED i,Y i'1 1 :-\E DE· VER , \IJ,\S PRESE , ~ T. I T I S UNtER
STOOD TIAT IR I SH '-'ATTE:RS -.,'EP~ D I SCUSSED I " SO.lE DETA IL Tri AT 
EVEN I ~S AND I N PART ICULAR THAT CA ~RU-~GT)N Fn:.L IED HE /\V I LY O,'J THE 
INTEf' -.AT I 0:~AL RED C qOSS I i lV CL VE .'.E.ff \,}--; I CH H.ll.D COt'i'1E:,CED J ,JSr . 

Tt-! E: . I T I S L 1 K ELY T rl·\ THE GOT ;\ ;'J I N 1) I CAT I J I T ri A T THE U. S • 
AD-) I < I STR \ T IO,! ','/JULD ;WT 5E ") ETTIN ; INvJLVED Pl RESPO lSE TO TH~ 
TAO I St:ACH ' S LETTER . ON THE EVEN l in OF 17 J !)LY A SEi~ I O ~? NSC 
OFF IC I AL TOLD r", S THAT A ,~EGAT I VE REP LY HAD beEN SJb'" I TTED TO THE 
PRES IDE>JT Bl' TH!: \~SC A,iD TdAT dE EX::ECT€D HIS PRES I DE!~T TO S I ~,N 
IT A:m HAVE IT TRAt.JS!'1ITT:D TO DUEL 1 N BEFORE LEA.,' I ~~'i FJR T:-IE OTT~\\~' A 
SUMM I T. I N I tF0R~AL CONTAC TS WI1H WI I TE HOJSE OFF IC I ALS I ARGUED 
THAT A , EGA T I VE qEP LY T~ t\ T P 4RT ICUL'\R v/EEKEND I;/OULD BE VERY 
UNHELPFUL AND SUG3ESTED ~iAT THE T I ~ J ~G OF A REP LY SHOULD BE 
CA REFULL ( CALCULATED PA~T I CUL,\RLY I F Tr.ERE ·'AS L I KE L Y TO BE ANY 
PUBL IC I Tf ABOJT IT. F)R REASO,JS THA T ARE rIOT CLEAR AT TH I S STAGE , 
THE PRES IDE H D ID i~OT S I G " ~ TtiE LETTEf~ BEFOf?E HE LeFT FOR OTTA'JA 
AND THE LETTE \'/.l ICH vJAS EVENTUALLY S I lED 0,'1 J UL 1' 23 AND 
TRArl sr·, iTTED TO TIE TAO I SE\CH V I A THE U. S. Et-iLt\SSY L~ DU~ LI N I S 
S0ME\~dAT IIORE SYt1PATHET ICALLY DRAFTED THAi~ TdE NSC VERS 10 ~ 0F 
17 JULY. 
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e _, HAVE BeEN UN!\J3LE TO EST,\ i.3 L I SH \.JITH A:JY C .... RTA I . 'TY \,/ .. [.J 
~jRTHERN I RELA.D VAS D ' SCUSSED I3ET\/EE,'~ THE PRES I DEiJT MID hRS 
THATCHSR AND \vHI\T EX.\CTLY \~AS SA ID It~D BY \'J·~O;·1. B'JTH U .. S. A,'D 
BR I T I SH SOURCES HERE CO ~F I R,··i THAT I I) ,THER;' I RELA m VJAS D! SL..USSED 
AND TiE P~WDAB!L I TY I S TdAT IT \'1I\S DJNE nELATI'!ELY BRIEF-LY DUR I ~G 
DI NdER ON SU~'DAY j') JULY AT o!rllCH OFFIC I ALS \;E:,F. ';OT I ~" ED!ATELY 
PRESENT . BOTH S I DES CO,'F I r-M Tri AT THE I h PR I Ne j PALS ~:E;'~: j=ULL Y 
BR I EFED A.D TiE L I lIE TH T H"'\D - r.:EI~ SU SG ESTED T0 l';RS THATCHE R \~AS 
nnT HER G0VERrJ;';E.n f S COilt:-'i Il.·1t:NT TO REACH A SETTLEr>1ENT OF THE 
HU lGER STR I KE VIAS DEi,' JNSTR,\ TED BY THE EFFORTS OF VAH IOUS I NTER
i"ED I AR I ES \'/HO HAD BEEi GIVE;! FULL C0-0PERAT I J,~ BY THE RELEVANT' 
BR I T I SH AUTH .)RITIES "T ALL TI /ES . THE U;,lLY OBS TACLE TO A 
SETTLEr-iS!':!T ','/AS THE F~\CT THAT THE PRISO ;'J ERS ~/ERE PREPARf:D TO 
SETTLE FOR ~'OTH I 13 L:SS TriA :'~ THE FIVE DGiMJDS. PRES I DeJT 
nEAGA'~'S BR IEF DID ,WT GO bEYOND ri IS t~ RCI-! 17 ~)T.\TEr~EiH • . 
6 . THE LAST TvJO ',J:::: EI<S HAVE SEE.\ AN I ,'TENS IVE STRJG ,~ lE 
bEn/i::EN THE \'JH I TE HOUSE AND THE DE. :OCRATS ON T E HILL OVER .\ DILL 
THAT COULD I iEAi .. 75J 13 I LL I N D,)LL-\RS J;~ TA ~ CUTS JVER THE i·JE l T S I X 

.YEARS. THE SIGNIFICA ~CE JF THE STRUGGLE I S ~i AT IT WILL EFFECT I VELY 
DEC IDE I;biO CJNTRJLS TI{E HOUSE OF REPREs::r'TAT I VES OVER Tr!E :E"~T 
YEAR . Tri:: DE OCRI\TS, OF CClU~~SE, HAVE A CO:!FORTfhLE HAJ)RITY BUT 
Bi CLEVER USE 0F \JH I TE: HOUS~ F'AT;?'J.IA~E T,. E PRES I D::i-JT \U~EJ\DY 
SECU,~:D EN )U=~rI DEI~JC : U\TIC DEFECTIJ.,:S TO EI~i\TJLE H Ih TO GET HIS 
BUDGET TI1ROU 3H EARL I ER TH IS YEA;. IF HF V/ERE ,'i()\V T0 SUCCEED I ,: 
GETT I ~'G H I S T.\X CUTS THROU _.H, IT VJOJLD j1iE' N T;I/~ T TdE DEt-1 . .'CRI\ TS \ 
AND /. ~ PAi(T ICLJLA11 SPEAKER O'.JEILL , HI\}) cYFECTIVELY L)ST \JORI(I.~ G 
C O.~ TPOL OF TrlE HOU ,)E. BJl H THE PHES 111EtH AND Trl::: SPEAKE;l F UT 
THE I R PERSu.!AL REPUI AT I JilS ON THE: L I iJE AND AS Td IS REPOqr \ S BE I N8 
DICTATED IT SEEt-1S AS IF TIE PRr2SIDE.H HILL Ei·'[ ~E \JlTH l\ STUNidNG 
V I CTORY. ( FROt1 OJR PO IIH OF V le;. 'i ,\ ~; I GN I F I CA: iT DEFECT I O;~ F~Oi" 
TrlE DE f'iOCRAT IC RAI~;<S IS B IAGS I rlHO '!,IS AfHOUlCED T,IAT tiE WI LL 
SUPPORT REAG'.\N . I T I S ,JOT CLEAR 'dHAl THE PAY -JF;:" ','1\ LL. }sE 
BUT IT >1A'( vJELL I :~CLUDE SQr>i::: ['(CC JG\ I T h):-.J BY THE '.;j'H I TE !.;QUSE Or 
BI AGS I' S ROLE AS CW\ I Ri·1AN OF THE AD-HOC CJ~H '-ITEE 0:' I RI SH 
AFF-\ I RS )~ AGAUJST Tt I S BAO~GROU "m IT ~/AS :OT tOSS l liLE TO BR H'/G 
TO BEAR 0\ T-lE \{i I TE HJUSE Tflc RE;\L LY EFFECT IVE O'~J E I LL/r<E~'~EDY 
PRESSU;::(E . KE~ , E-JY AND O " ~EILL DP CJ;'T I 'WE TO PRESS Td!: \':H I TE 
HOUSE TO TAKE A ACT I VE ROLE BUT THERE I S dO EV I DE i'~CE TH/\T TdE 
.. H I TE H...,USE RiSPO,'D::D EVEN TO THE EXTEi T TdAT THEY ;\AD DONE EARLY 
IN JU~~E \!HEN TrlE PRESIDi:NT ;1f\D 1 ~'1STR'JCTED THAT O' NE ILL \;,D 
KEN:(EDY' S COiiCERi I A~"OUT THE !,.JilGER STR I KE - HUT NOTABLY NOT HIS 
mm - SHOULD BE CO 'VE(ED TO TliE bR IT I SH AUTHOR I T I ES . 

7. AS ALREADY I m IC,-\ TED , I REi,j(\ I ~' OF THE V I E\'l TriAT THE H-!)LOCK 
SI TUAT 10\ IS NJT 0; E O~ \vtl IC H W=' CAN H'jPE TO SECURE A S I G~J I F I CANT 
U. S. AD'l \ , ISTRAT IJi4 SUPr-ORT. THE I~)ST 1 :,FLU E ln l i~L OFF ICI ALS I N THE 
\1rl l TE HOJSE CLEARL t' SEE I T AS S ! ~1PLY A:WTHER PR I SON PRJBLEi·l AND 
A PURE LY I TER;'JAL BR I T I Sri j·iATTER . EVEN ,m THE : R )!\DER A"G LJ-
IRI SH POL I T ICAL QUESTIO~, I T I S NOT SO I ~3 TO .E EASY TO SSCURE 
S I GN I F I ~:.\.'T U. S. SUprjRT. ~!E ARE UP A:A I NST A PAf1T ICULARlY CLOSE 
RELAT IO'S'i IP B~nJEE I\ P"ES ID::11T REAG: r~ A.D ~lRS T~ATC'1ER , 
A SECRETA; Y Or STATE H~~E JHJ, DESP ITE H IS I RI Srl CATHOL IC BACK
GROUND, Hi\S SHJ\\' NJ S IGrS OF T,\KU'G EVEIJ A r"1 I NII'I~L I UTEREST IN 
IRI S,{ AFF~ I RS Aim A NAT I O~AL SECU'~ I TY ADv l SJR T,) THE PR::S IDENT 
Virl O ' S POSS I BLY EVEI~ LESS SY' i'j:)ATHET IC TJ JUR I iHERESTS TdAN 
TItE TRAD IT I OlA L STATE DEPARTI~E~T BJRE~UC~ACY. 

CORRECT 10.': PARI\ 2, SECO.'D L I 'is , READS AS FOLLO.vS 
•• HC HAD PUBL IC I SED i<':ET I NG~ ,:ITI '1A IG A~) ·SE·I I Jii PEOP LE 
'; THE H I LI.. ETC ETC 
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PLE. SE ADD FOLLm~ING TO C2')Q (Fv, ASST SEC NELIGAN FH)i'" A·Jj,\S~A:. ) 

C NT INUAT ION OF PARAGRAPH 7. 

-, ~ OUR FAVJUq viE HAVE THE IJOT I ~: C\)tJ3 IDcRA:LE PRESSURE FRO 'l C' P I TOl HILL EVEN Ar-TER THIS .'.C:C:KJS DEFEf!.T FOR T1E DEI,OCRATS JoI'I), t.F COURSE, THE OJOTE I R I S~: 'ESS U I~rJlll)TE OF THE PRES I DEfn IdH I C r1 I CL I. ES HII·1 AT i:1 1' !I,U i TO S0U~m S'(f~PATHET I C. THE STATE~:IE'n OF 17 t·i\.JCH \I-I tCH RE~/iA I IS THE l)·\SIS OF U.S. POL ICY Arm THE EXr '~ESSIO, OF THE PRES I DENT' S O\'J;~ PE RSO~tAL FEEL I i··~-.1S DOES I Ne LUDE THE ST TE.~E:iT CUJTE I \DD rw O'~~~ PE.1S:)N,\l PRI\ YERS MW THS GlOD OFF IC-.. S OF Td!: U ~ ITED STATES T0 THOSE I R I S~I - A ·;D I NDEED TO ALL \10Rl.D Cl T I ZEUS -WHJ WISH FEDVE~TLY FOR r :ACE AND VICTORY OV~R TtO S~ :,0 SOd FEAR AND TERKOq UNQUOTE. THE CdALLErlGE FOR US I S TO FI~;r) THE HI CHT cur iD I N~T 10" OF C I RC J;I,ST,V!CES A ,1) I. .. PART le ULAR 1 HE ' I ~HT I SSUE O,~ WH l e H TJ AVA I L OF TdE G .lOD OFF I CES OF THE U" IT -n ST. Tes. 

C01RECT ION; 

F I R:"r s: nENCE OF PARAGi-\APH 3 . S lOULD READ AS FOllO,!S: 
3. riA I~' I S It. GREAT AD .. , I RER JF THE BR I Tt S:' ROLE I f~ I~ORTHERr~ I f~E l A: D , ID I . VAn I :US CJ:IV::RSAT I Jl l S h' ITH H lj"l I HA E Fou:m :-i l t'i TO BE .E ITriER \'JElL I FORI·iED ABOUT ;-': 1)[( SYi.PAI:~El I C TO OUR PJS ITI JN . ET C ETC ETC 
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