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Short TI tie .............. ....... ................................................................ . 

Olivia O'Leary: 

A united Ireland and a divided British Labour Party, we talk Lo 

Michael Foot .. We arc sLarling this evening with the British Labour 

Party Leader, Micl1a 1 Fool. With the hunger strike in the NorLh now 

over and aiter a BriLish Lahour Confer ncp, which was focuss d on 

Ireland as never bel'ol'c, whal is Labour's policy on Northern Irelancl 

now? Las t year Mr. TOIlY Benn, repea,te<lly advocated Br j t ish wi thdrawa 1 

and the U.N. Force to ke p Lhe peace; small groups in the party have 

advocaLed wiLhdrawal for years, buL the Party establishment stuck to 

i Ls bj -pa.r Lj san appron eh. M i ehae 1 Foo t. coni irmed that Nor L1wrn I r(~ I and 

would remain Brit.ish as long as the major; Ly so wished. Mr. FooL Ilowpvel' 

wa~ put uncleI' inC:l'cnsing pressllre I)y llw well publicised vj(~ WS or BCl1n, 

a powerful shadow 'al);lwt. mc'mhel', and onc who was fully awar e of Lll(' 

growing calls [or a changc' in poli(~y fllC'lnd by concern ('or Llw l111ngc't' 

confrontation in t.lw North. AnLi - f3rit.ish publicity genC'ratC'd by Llw 

hunger strike, made many Labour Party mC'mhers uneasy and dicl nol. want 

Lo be associated with Mrs . Thnl('IH'rs poli(·y. AL a rringe ITlc'('1 il1g 111( : 

Pro-Unity Labour Commill(H~ on Ir e land heard from Hunger strilc('t' MP 

Owen Carron and wC'l compel a Sp0. ch wh i ch condemned Bri I. i sh vi () 1 el1(:(' n s 

causing all other vjo)(~n '0. and saying Lhat. those who bore al'ms c1C's( ' l'v(~ d 

to ge t ld llecl. Tile crowd al so we 1 corned H message from tile Long K (~s l1 

pr i soners adress ·' d Lo t.hc i r fell ow social i sts, asking for hu nger 

striker support. For other left wing MP's like Mrs. Joan Maynard, :ll1d 

long time Irish campaiglwr Kevin McNamara, the policy finally adopt.t'd 

by Coni'erence did not go far enough, iL rejected withdrawal and conl'il'm

ed Party support. Jor POW(H' sharing as an interim measure. But it did 

commit Lhe party posiUv 'Iy to Irish unity in the long term, wi Ch of' 

course consent, working class solidariLy in Northern Irelanc1 and IIH' 

inLroduction of radical socialjst polici 3 s there, which are all part. 

oJ Labour's plan for oventual Irh;i1 uniLy. So how significant a slnp 

js Labour's new poliey? ])o<"s iL put. any strain on the bi-pal'Lisall 

approach by th Consorvatives? Or is j L a cosmetic xercise merely 1.0 

pacify tlw g-roups in Ill ' pnrLy 'alling for British wil.hdt'awal? FOI'IJ('s 

McFnl1 spoke enrl ie!' l.oclay 10 Micluwl FooL in London. 

FOl'bes ~lcFall: 

Mr. FooL, can I asl{ you I'irsl. of all abouL the hunger s1dlw, which 

ended thi s w ekend, do you Lh i nl< Mrs. Tha tcher' s Gov rnmen L handled I he 
• 

whole affair well? 
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Mi chael Foo t: 

I don't think it was hnnc110d lWl'fecLly, hut. also I would never (~riLicisc 

the Thatcher Governm()nt. on I.Iw pnrt.iculnr C1U(~R lion of thc' hunger sl.rikn, 

because we did not thinl< it. was right. 1.0 do so, and WC) did noL Lhink 

LhaL any criticisms t.hat. wc made, could hav(~ saved the situation. I am 

glad the whole Lhing is setLled now, bncause and like th0 vast. majori t.y 

of people, I would hav thought in the North and in the South, they 

would welcome the calling off of the hunger strike . That means Lo say 

that we can try and get hack to seLl.ling Lhe problems of Ireland 

peacefully, that is what. I am in favour of and that is what Lhe Labolll' 

Party is in favour of and that is why I welcome the end of the hungel' 

s tril<e. 

Forbes McFall: 

Now when you say you c1ic1n' 1 t.hink Mrs. Thal.cher handled Lhe htlngPI' 

s t r i k e per J e c t1 y, are y 0 1I SliP; P; (' S L ; n g per h a p s t hat she co u 1 d h a v e h (' (' n 

more flexible at. the time? 

~I ichael Foot: 

I am not enLering into any criLiciRm, I am glad that the maLL(~ r is 

settled and I believe LhnL is Lhe importnnt question and we as a Laboul' 

Party, and I Lake full responsibility for it, we did noL make any 

J i erce at Lacks on Lhe Governm 'n L on loh sl1bj ec L, because wc though t. t Iw. t 

wou Id onl y encourage the I RA or the Provos. or whoever they mi gh L \)(>, 

Lo persist in their campaign. So wc did noL criticise on thaL aceollnt.. Y 

ThaL does noL mean Lo sny, as some p ople have sugg sted, that wC' Iwv(' 

always had a bi-partisnn policy, wc have not. The Labour Parl.y has made 

up i (s own mi nd and h<lR i t.s own pol icy on t.hese <1uesU onR anel wc' ha.v(' 

now of COlD'S ;n ollr lasl Conferenee embarJH'd upon a new, frcRh 1101 ic'Y 

which we have worked ouL for ourselvp.s. 

Forbes McFall: 

One last poinL about Lhe lI-blocks, what do you think should be clone now, 

ihis w e1< regarding Llle sj Luation in the lI-blocl<s? 

Michael Foot: 

I hav no doubt. t.hat t.hc;re nre some general concessi.ons to be grantc'd 

Lo all prison rs rind in some rORpecLs i.n th H-blocks in their pr-iRons, 

for beiLor conditi,ms 1 il<e in many parLs of Ireland and indeecl in 

Britain as a whole. Bul 1.11111. c\O(S not; mean Lo say thaL w~ in t.Jw La\Jour 
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Party are not in favour of furth0r conC'p.ssions being made, 

mad to all prisoners, nnd I Lhink LhnL c:an be helpful anel 

that. nrc' 

all aclV:llll.age. ! 
I 

So I hope that happens. I repeal and underline that wC) in the Labour 

Party have never been in favour of the granting of so-called pol] Li 'al 

sLatus to the prisoners th re, and our r~ason for opposing iL was we 

believed it would encourag oLher people Lo engage in acLs of t rrorism. 

Forbes McFall: 

But you do believe that further concessions should be made along Lhe 

1 i nes ..... . 

Mlchael Foo L : 

Made Lo everybody, Lhat. is righL. I think that is a good thing. We have 

said Lhat and made Lhat clenr 1.0 everybody throughout. 

Forbes McFall: 

Now last week, the Lnbollr Party eommll.Lc~cl i Lself Lo Irish uni Ly by 

agrcemen L and by eo nS(' 11 t.. 

Irish uniLy? 

Michael Foot: 

Is I.h is you I' own personal vi cw, cJo you I"a vour 

Yes I do. What we did as a Labour Party Study Group, I agree witl] Lhe 

conclusion they reached, we examined the long term futur. We have Ilad 

this Corruni t tee sit t1 ng [or the I ast two years and we have had i t ['0 r 

the last Lwo Conferenc s as you may have noticed. We have hac! qu i I (l a 

lot of pressure for saying that we should have a fresh statement of parL~ 

policy on Lbe maLler, AI. the begjnning of that docum nt perhaps 1 could 

under I i ne it and say I hope everybody who is interested in Llw su bj ec L 

will read th' whole clo'umenL and noL Lake what I say here tocJay as tI 

proper rull account. of it; because 1 !.hink iL is a serious aLlc'mp!. 10 

look at Cll whole problem nnd Lo halanee Lhe diff renL aspects or i L' 

At any rat, we lookc'd nt. all the long term soluLions to t.:IH.' prol>lvllI und I 

we a.s a party have corn, clown in favour or a Unitd Ireland a::; Ll1c unLil 

ultimate objective, providad, and 1 have no doubt,we will discuss LUis / 
the unity process js carried througl1 by consent and agreement. and 

democracy and not by ("orea nnel terrorism. 

Forb s McFall: 

Wc can come to the question 0[' consent. lnLer on . BuL why Irish uni I.y? 

• 

Loggist ............................................ Dllte 



J 

1 

1 

j 

I 
I 
I 

0.135 -'1- . Transmitted I'll 
R'l'E I - TV - TociayTonighL 

Report No ..... ............ ........ ....... . 

5. 10.81 . 9. l5pm. 
Length ............................. . Date ................................................. .. Time .......................... . 

Short Title ............................................................................................... . 

Why has Lhe Lahou r Pn l' Ly n(lW pu hi i (~a I I Y comm iLL cl j Ls() 1 f 1.0 [t' j sll 

unity? 

Michael Foot: 

Par Lly ueCtlUSe l I. is 1 n our tracl i Lj on, Lhe Labour Par Ly way I><lcl< in 

1920, aL the Ume or L1w founcling of t.lH' Republic, was in [,lvour aL 

t:l1at lime of a unj Led Irelancl. J r you look at the other al lCl'naLi ves 

we clon't: think jn lhe long lerm Lhey arc going to provide Lll' saLisf

<le Lol'Y uas is for a fr e anel peac(~ ful I re I and. As long as tlw par t: j I ion 

exi sts, so long will there he Lhe seed 0 f the violence. Eu t I do th i nk 

that a united Ir land in the cnd has great advantages. Bul I couple 

i L all the Lime', I h, two t.hings mllSt. nlways he said at I.he Limc, wc 

arc not: i n f a v 0 II r 0 r ps t n h lis h i n g I h a L u nil. e cl J reI an eI by for e (), hilI. 

hy peac fu 1 nego l. i at. i OilS and p()ace f'u 1 mea ns . 

Forbes McFall: 

In that answer you s(;em Lo he sayi ng that. unless parU Lion is end()cl, 

at what ever tinw it is (nc\od, WC) Call11ol. ('xl/ect an cnd 1.0 viol(~nc(~? 

Michael Foot: 

I cl 0 n't say 1 hat i s tile I (' g i L i m a [c l' a \I s (' () f the v i 0 1 e n c e a n cl I cl 0 

b '1 i eve, ancl I aga in rppca L, Lha L wc n re not going to say Lo the peop 1 e 

in the North, or the majority of Llw pc>ople in the North that wc ar() 

gOing to try and force them 1.0 do what they e1on't want to do. we wanL 

to persuade them that [he Iwsl.; future for th'In a.nd the best rul.ure 1'or 

Lhe socialist. object.i.ves, which wc sharn for peoplE, jn Ireland, as w 

share for people in our own counLry, that there should be a united 

Ireland. Anybody who looks at the hisLory of Ireland, can sce that 

working class, for example, acted in unity and acted together on many 

of the greaL periods in Irish hisLory and we don't sec why that should 

not happ n in the future. Wc would like lo sce a socialisL policy 

ueing carried ouL NorLh and SouLh, and I certainly think if you I()ok ut 

the economic sit:uation, both in Lh Hepublic and in the' North, l.Iwt'o 

is a very strong case for socialisL policies to overcome Lhose 

dospcrat:e condiLions. 

Forbes McFall: 

Now t:ho NEe document, your national executive commitLee documenl., says 

that Labour wiJ1 eampaign a.ctively to win Lhe consent or the NorLlll'rn 

Ireland people,·[or peaceful rc:unificaLion. In pracLical terms, what. 
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does that mean? Wha tin fact., is t1H' Labour Party goi ng to do 

between now and the next election? 

Uichael Foot: 

As far as establishing any new party or any new operation, all t.hat 

depends on the dis('.usHions thaL take plac(' and first of all wc wi I1 

hav discussj ons wi loh lIw loracle un ions - t he trade unions have p Layecl 

a very big par L j n the Nor th, t hey a re the hest elemen L in Lho soc i et y 

and socjety there' opposing sectarian resorts and I 1.hinl<, thC'rerorn 

wc have to have discussions wi Lh them. Of' course we have had 

discuHsions with Lhem, prjor 1.0 proc1uct.ion of this document. I am no L 

saying that this documont wO\lld command [u11 support amongst all th(~ 

trade unions in the North, it would not and it would be unfair to say 

that it would. I helieve LhaL it. would have pretty strong support and 

when wc have fur t.her cl i SCllSS ions with them, then we can carry t.hu t 

furth r. The sent nce Lo which yOll re[er, js an important one, a 

sentence in which wc say noL mer Iy wo put. forward thes) proposals 

and the people call just take> 'em 01' [('av(; 'em, but that wc are going 

to try and advoca.te th'Ill in Lhe North and elsewhere and we think w(~ 

can win support. 

Porbes McFall: 

So, do you personally favour the s0tLing up of the British Labour 

Party in Northern Ireland? 

Michael Foot: 

Well, we shall see wh , thel' wc do it hy dinl of a fresh party of that. 

nature, but whether wc do it by thnt method, or by some oth r metho(\, 

wc have to advocate our vi w there, that is to say, persuade people' 

to support it, then I Lh ink wc ha v(~ got a chance. 

Forbes McFall: 

You talk ahout a socialist Ireland, and unitjng working classes on 

socialist policies and so on, but if' wc look at: Northern Ireland, is it 

not qui tC' clear that Llle work i ng classes have never been morr~ po 1ar i sed 

than in the 1 ast year and rur t;hcrmorc, if I cou 1 d just make ana t.Iwr 

point, parties that have sel up Lo establish class politics in NorUwrn 

Ireland, the Republican clubs and so on, have failed dismally? 

Michael Foot: • 

Well it is p r[ecLly Lrue what you :say; it is true also that the 
Loggist ............................................ Date 
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posi.tion has lWGoll1c mo!'( ! p()lnl'is(~d ()Vc~1' past two years and is onc' ol' 
t. hc condC'mna Lions 0 r t 11<' I RA, () r L1w P I'OVOS and Lhose who resol't. to 
t. .rrorisl. m('thods to try and cleal wit.h t.h(~ problem, so far I'rom 
advancing the cause of a uniLC'd Ireland, LhaL Lhey have S0t iL bacl<. 
Because thc'y have se t. i t. haGI<, dODs no L mc" n Lha tit has go t La be 
abandoned for over, tha I. is why w( ~ have lool<ec1 at it, and wc are look i ng 
forward with th('s proposals. I repoat. again, wc are not trying La do 
anything by force, and we have 1.0 pcrsllade a majority of the people 
in the North who are at present opposed to idea of moving towards a 
united Ireland and we have' Lo t.ry and persuade them that they should 
move in that direction, stage by stage, and also to discuss wiLh Lhem 
how we should proceed along Lhose lines. It may be that we shollld have 
some kind of governm - nt lhat. is goi.ng Lo Ghange the situation pr';or to 
the branch towards a unitc'cl 1relnnd. Thet'(~t. o we would have to do il. 
by disuGssions, stag(~ by stnge. Pow!}r sharing in some fresh form, eoulcl 
l'igur in LhaL rnovt'menL L(mal'c1s that, hut. I am not saying that is Lt 
definite posiLion, iL dc'p( ~ll ds upon wlHlt l'C'sponse wc g>t, to 1.11(> proposals 
\V have made. 

Forbes McFall: 

Is there really anything c1 n rinite in Lhis document? It s errls lo go 
two ways, perhaps Lhr e ways; on the on hand you favour an internaJ 
settlement in Northern Ireland; on th0. other hand you talk abouL opening 
up talks wiLh Dublin; then Lhere is this other strand of opinion, that 
talks of getting class politics going in Northern Ireland. Is there 
really one Labour view emerging from this document? 

Micha 1 Foot: 

Yes. I Lhink there is onc Labour view, because I don't think thaL any 
of Lhose thre things tlla L you m n tioned arc inconsis ten t wi th one anoLher 
and 'ach cotllcl assisL Lhe oLher. rr you look aL some of our proposals, 
theyar not so clif[cl'enL, 1 clon't. want. l.o put a label on it. from somc' 
ol' the proposals that have heel1 advocated by parLies that compose Lh 
pr senL GovernmenL in D\I\)! in. They, some of those parties, have 
ad voca t ('d movemen t towards a \l niL cd I r(~ I n ncl, bu t not by force, a nc1 
therei'or ollr proposj Lion is not so c1i ff'erenL. And some or t.ilOSl' 
parties have a]so bnckecl proposals rOl' variollS forms of power sl1aring 
in the meantime. 

• 

-~~- --
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Forbes McFall: 

Can I ask you, Mr. 1"00 l., wha l you l' pr i ol'i t y is? 
s'lllutn ' nl, or is it Llw ' IHling 01 parl.il.ion? 

Michael Foot: 

Is it an intprnal 

The ~ltimate objectiva, and wc acknowledge il, is a long t e rm objecLiv u 
it is not going to happan soon. It has got. to happ n if il is going 
to be succ ssful, by the mal.hods we das riha , and therefore it is not 
going to happen soon. So if you ask me what is the priority? There 
will have to be some movament int e rnally in Northern Ireland, he [or(~ 
w can move towards this later objective. I don't see it happening 
over a very short period - I don't think anybody who has advocated 
these proposals along these lines, imagines it can be don in a short 
p'riod - but I do beli 'vc that if wc stick to it, and if we cun only 
persuade people that is what we are determined to stick to, not only 
the Labour Party, but Brjtain, th'n I think we could find a very 
consider ubI u response r rom IH.: oP le in I re 1 and as well. 

Forbes McFaII: 

Th bottom 1 i ne, is i 1 no I, 111411 you r .ioh is to persuade hard l i!le 
Unionists that pow '1' shal'ing, or (~VQn n Uni t( d Ireland, is worthwhi le? 
Wha t mal<es you thi nl{ Lha l. 1 an Pa i sl ny, who has gone from s L rang Lh La 
strength, is going to pay tile s light.ast heed to your side? 

Michael Foot: 

1 don't Lhink lan Pais] y is going to suhscribe to this documenl. , buL 
there are very few Labour party documenl.s that he was ver likely or 
would have subscrjlwd to. So the fact Lhat he will be against LL is 
not necessarily conclusivp, and he does not necessarily live for ever 
and his view may he 011 whiGh would not. predominate amongst the 
Unionists £9r ever. Thcl'C' ha::; been over the past few years, Cl 
considerable c1iverg nc(~ among the Views, eVC'11 among the UnionisLs. ~() 
nobody can say thn t 1 hay 1 nlu'" t oelay, cxac 1.1 y the view they Look 20 Y(] <lt's 
ago, there are divorgC'ncies. 

Forbes McFall: 

BuL i1 you look at Ch view the Unionists Look six or sev n years ago, 
when there was a body of UnionisL opjnion, that w nt into a power sharing administration, anc! look nL L\H' Unjonist opinion toclay, clo()s no\. • 

" .... . 

s 
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all the evidence point to a Iwrd e ning of Unionist opinion? 

Michael Foo L: 

Maybe that is the case, Lhe hardening is primarily due to Lhr terrorists, 

and Lo the hunger strikes as wel], if you like. Even more Lo Lhe 

reappearance and tbe l'ogrowLh of torrorism on such a scale, Lhat. of 

course has played inLo the hands of the Paisleyites, and that is 

the way these things unfortunately and tragically work. That is why 

you have to establish a new atmosphere. But what were we to do as 

a Labour Party to establish a new atmosphere; we had to set out some 

longer objectives, which we as socialists would support and we looked 

at Lhe other alternatives. One of the reasons why we arrived on this 

alternative was b cause w think the case against the oLher alter

natives is ev n sLronger, if I can put it that way. The case against 

the establishment, propos cl by Jjm Cal1aghan, and example of an 

ind pendent Ulster, I don'L belieVE Lhat is going to work. I belicv(~ 

boLh 01 Llle communiLi e s would be strongly oppos d to iL. Tlwn [, lw 

idea 01' integration with Lhe United Kingdom, that is obviously a 

propostion which is not going to be accepted by the minority jn tIl e 

North, at any time. Th e r e forr I clon' t bel ieve that is a soluLion 

to Lhe problem. In any case T bel icv Lhat we have to estahl ish L1H~ 

princjple that. any solul.i()11 in Lhe NOt'Lh Lhat is going to be acceptalll(~ , 

has got Lo be a poac-iu 1 ono. I bel i eVe) tha t the Labour Par Ly' s 

allegiance Lo Lhat. principle, absolute allegiance to that principle, 

and their r fusal Lo deparL from jL, it a very important factor, b cause 

Lhat is a rejection of all Lhe proposals that have been made within 

our own party, someUmes, [or saying let iL be settled hy forc e . Wc 

say no. 

Forbes McFall: 

Can I sum· up your posi t:i on hy suggest i ng l.o you (I don' L mean to I)(~ 

disrespectful to you, when I say this), that you have pious 

aspirations towards an united Iroland, lo power sharing adminisLraLiol1, 

but you really are noL quite sure, as to how you are going to get there. 

Michacl FooL: 

Fin:, L or all p iOLls aspl ra Lions are bo t ter Lham impious asp i rH t i OI1f-:>, 

and some 01' the aspiraLions of the extremes on both sides in t.h' Norl.ll 

are, to descriue ~llem as impious, is a very moderate way Lo clo so. 
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Some of them are utterly disruptive and condemning the community to, what appeared to be a few months ago, their fate. Utter disaster. I hope we are pulling back from that. There are some sections on Lhe extreme ProLestant group and there are some> sections on the extreme so-called Cath01 ic group, amongst the terrorists group, which would condemn Northern Ireland Lo llLter disaster and to cjviJ war. Just as I think there would be cjvil war in Northern Ireland, ie Lhe British troops were withdrawn. That js one> of the reasons why some of us have been so strongly opposed La that course, if they were wiLhdrawn 

1 

in Lhese circumsLances, I tllink Northern Ireland would be condemn d La some situaLion like the Lebanon. And that is why we resisted iL, so you J had Lo chart another course, with some kind of long term objecLive. Now you are perf cLly legiLimate Lo say, you state the aspiration, but how do you get there, i l. is marc i 11-dc>f i ne(l. That is natura 1 1 Y the case, because the way in Wllich we gct to thaL depends on how wc can persuade p~ople as we go along. 

Forbes McFall: 

Can I put it to you, Mr. FooL, Lhat Unionisl.s would always veto moves towards a united Ireland, or indeed towards power sharing. If you concede that constil.utional change;n NorLhnrn Ireland requires ma.jority cons n t ..... . 

Michael Foo t: 

1 understand the whole of Lhe argument of course, this is one of the matters that figured most prominently jn all our discussions. We have not stated the position about. this so-called veto, in old fashioned terms. We have not sLated thaL Lhere has goL to be a referendum or a plebicite to settle tll() maLL r, thaL does noL mean we depart in any sense from what I have said about consent and our absolute opposition to settling. things by anything other than peaceful means. But you will see in the paragraph on that. subject, which has been carefully drawn, we propose to consider to proceed wit.h our discussions on this matter, whatever may be the view of Unionis1. leaders about the matLer, we do not say they are not going to have a veto on our proceeding to have th se discussions. Unionists are noL going Lo have a veto on the conclUSions, but the people in the North, voting by some mans, Lhey mUSL have the right Lo give their consent., otherwise it would be a deparLure from democratic principles'. 

l..Cl99iat , .. , 

lS 
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Forbes McFall: 

Is there a hint there that you might consider going over the heads 
of the political parties and hold a referendum? 

Michael Foot: 

Well let us sce how we proceed. I think referendums are not very good 
things necessarily for seLLling any problems, although there are 
certai n circumsta n s wl1C're j t is essen L 1 aJ Lo have them. And i L may 
be the only way in which it could be done in the end, would be by having 
some referendum, but wc are not bound to a referendum under this 
document, and indeed wo specifically have not stated that we are bound to 
deal wiLh it by a referendum. Let us proceed, the atmosphere may change 
in a period of years, now that may sound extr mely optimisUc, to say 
that anything is going t() change Lhe relationship between Northern 
Ireland and the R public, but you know there have been great changes in 
the history of 11' land, and great figures who have come forward and 
preached the doctrine, which I happen to agree with. Matters ar 
better settl d peacefully. Michael Davitt, who was one of the great~st 
of all Irish leaders, he was in favour of settling matt rs by 
peaceable m ans when 11 could do it, and he advocated such measure, 
and urged such measure. He did it at some times, which were th most 
criLical and difficulL and sometimes people who have advocated setLling 
matters by peaceable means in Ireland have been called traitors. But 
sometimes years later when people have come back and looked at it, 
they have seen how wise tllCY wer. Sometimes people who have tried 
to settle things by peaceable means - Michael Collins suff r d for tt, 
but nevertheless whaL they advocated turnod out to be right. 

Frobes McFall: 

You stress throughout this interview that you seek unity by consent, 1 1 
peaceful means, but is there not a growing body of opinion wiLhjn your 
party, led by Mr. Tany Benn, and indeed other moderate MP's, K~vin 
McNamara as well, who want to sce an ending of partition, quite 
speedi ly, th 'y wan L Lo scc Br i t ish wi t hdrawal quite speedi ly, they don' L 
go along wiLh the noLion Lhat. there is an internal soluLion possible 
in Northern Ireland and Lll 'y rej ct th notion of the Unionjsts hnviug 
a veLo. 

• 
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Michael Foot-

They have had 0.1] their ChtUlCe to pu t Lheir views. I wou] d no t 

necessarily say that Kevin McNamara's vjews on this matter - he is 

a very promin nt mt'mlw)' or our parI iamenLary labour party on Ireland 

and is a very cons i dc..'I'ab ·] c nu tho1' i ty on it - are the sam as Tony 

Benn's on this sllbjecL. Tony Bcnn's vi ws on the subjecL were entirely 

turned down by the Labour Party Conference, and there was a motion which 

absolutely rejected any such proposal. The idea of United NaLions 

troops bei.ng brought in as Lhe only ones that could settle it, I don't 

think that is supported by any great opinion in the Party. As for saying 

that the growing support for eith r the views of Kevin McNamara, as 

defined by you (I don't want Lo criticise his views specially, because 

he has oLher views as well on the matter), but the idea that there 

is a growing opposition to what we aroputting forward here, is a sLrange 

conclusion, when we have just had a Conference in which overwhelmingly 

what we say in this document, has been approved by very bjg majorities 

in the Labour Party, and alLernaLive proposals which did include various 

forms of Lh wiLhdrawnl ol' BriLlsh Lroops. So it is noL Lhe ~n.S(' L1111L 

there is a growing different view in the party, this document represents 

the majority view and it is the oulcome of discussions in the NorLh 

especially, particularly with the trade unions there, and the parL of 

the document which rejecLs tIle withdrawal of British troops and which 

rejects trying Lo deal wiLh this matter by force, can I assur~ you 

command widespread support by the Party, widespread majority supporL. 

Forbes McFall: 

Mr. Foot, Lhe role oC Dub1 in in the future moves towards a uni Led 

Ireland, what role is thaL? 

Michael Foot: 

W , when.Mrs. Thatch l' and Lh presenL Government starLed th discussions 

with the previous Government in Dublin, criticised the fact that there 

were not ful] report s made on those discussions to the British 

ParliamenL. Criticisms were a]so made in Dublin about the forms of 

report there. But we did not criticise the fact of the BriLish 

Government talking to the Duhlin Government - I think it would b quite 

absurd for any Labour Party in opposition in Britain to critjcise a 

British Government. for baving detailed discussions with th Dublin 

Government. Wh n we bceome the Government, as I trust we wi]1 soon, we 

Loggist ............................................ Date 
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will of course have discussions wit.h the Dublin Government on these 

matters and ind ed on m~ny other matters too, on a who]e hosL of 

questions, on which we in Britain and you in Ireland have common 

interest. And I think we have, as this document indicates, a common 

interesL in Lh peac . ful way in whjch we could settle lhe Northern 

Ireland problem, if I c~n describe iL as such. We certainly want 

such discussions. 

Forbes McFall: 

Mr. Foot Lhank you 101' L~lking l.o us. Goodevening and back Lo 

DubU n. 

Olivia O'L ar,\, : . 
..it.. ~..,'14, fY J 1 .... J .,) .. t. ' .... • ~ , ., l .., J 

all major parties in Lh Republic, the basic aim of eventual Irish 

unity. 

Loggist ....... 9..: .... ~.~y.~~ ............... Date 7 . 10.81. 
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