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AMBASSADC' D' I RLANDE 

~~t ! (~~L-~ '-
Tenran 

6/22 5 July 1981 

Secretary 
Department of Foreign Affairs 

For the attention of Mr. M. Col1 ins, Anglo-Irish Division 

- j , ,), 

~.L).il •. -..... v'vL I r .. L ~" • ( , 

With reference to my minute of 6 June 1981 concerning 
publicity given to the IRA in Iran, I am attaching two further 
ifC',';:; ~~tt:~gs ~·!h!ch 2pp~~r~rl ~t thp- time of Bobbv Sand's 
hunger strike. Since then there has been relatively little 
in the Iranian media although it was reported that a message 
of condolences fo! lowing the recent death of several leading 
Iranian Government Ministers and parliamentarians was sent 
to Imam Khomeini by the Sinn Fein "Foreign Relations Office". 
There has also been at least one documentary programme on 
Iranian television dealing with the situation in Northern 
Ireland which included interviews with Mrs. Bernadette Mc 
Aliskey and IRA leaders, some of whom were masked. It was 
apparently part of a series of programmes relating to "liber
ation struggles" throughout the world and highlighted such 
scenes as the burning of the British Embassy in Dubl in in 1972 
and military preparations at, IRA training camps. 

As a result of further contacts with members of the 
British Interests Section of the Swedish Embassy here, it would 
seem that] in the absence of any American representatives, the 
U.K. is being treated by the Iranian authorities as the bete 
noi r of \",orld imperial ism, Whl le it is probable that th-j-s
relates primarily to Britain's former colonial role in iran 
and its present position as a close ally of the U.5., it is 
also the case that the Northern Ireland situation is being 
used as a further stick with which to beat the British and may 
even have been an element in delaying the normalisation of dip
lomatic relations between Iran and the U.K. which had been 
expected to take place before the start of the British Presidency 
of the EEC. 

Charge d'Affaires a.i. 

e.c. Mr. P. Gunning, Political Division 

ttd t\. .... 60\'" . ...:,. ~ {J/ .. I~'( ,,_ A'Y • ~'" 1.1.. .!" J ' .--

ID<.. "'\.~s ~"' ;''-''..'' r-. A1. 
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In rxclus.ive inrc: 
umdon-ba.'led corrt'siX r. t:nt had 
\\'llh thr chIef s.!cr~{ .. of the 

' tri"'c~ In Belfast Po In 1. con: 
ctlOn ,,;th the hun e1 'Srn et 

Bobby Sand. the 
fl' . \!'lected to th~ _ 
I' rf me: nr. the foilowm g-. fiIgh
t. hh ,,'re rdease<1. ·'The 
C.\th ')!t youths of I and, Wlth 
the fun suppon of the people. 
h 1\( tx'en flghtmg the presence of 
t~ 11ft 'h Anny in their COtmfJ'\> 
f If' rh~ Ia-st sa yea Thf")' have' 

1 rt rhousands' of ~<1crifices U} 

~~C" rhe denart~ CYf .~ Rnttdt 
f from' Northern Jreland and 

labli h a popular democt1l~ic 
t'fllm~t:' sauf the mam lIt

~-tl.trge· of the btmger 5trikers' in 
t he.- Northern- IriSh prnom. 
H~ went on t<r say:' -Although 

the furemosf demand of the ~
<tom fighten in NOrthern Ireland 
~ romp. te independence from 
Bntam. rh~ polittcal p11~nc:rs ar.e 
m .. in~ 5 baStC demands COllSl· 
dcmj by atf to be rbe basIC human 
ngnfS for alJ' political prisoners.. 
llleyare. . 

J) Permission CO' wear thtlT~rr 
(, fothrng rather than Prtson 
uni ~. 

2) Pmnis,ion t'O recxrve at feast 
one tdler & wee k from theW 
t.t'!Tl!tv. 

3) 0 ~ allowed to> receive ~ 
~·1 t a wtek (rom home, 

4) To be allowed to have' ~ 
. ~n tth othn p~l!~. 

5) Not fO !X' force~ to ~onn 
rd rt'tbour rn tht prlSOJt. 
ne hish Freedom Flgfltef' 

a~ ff at rite- Brit~" Govern
me:~ in the- past had agreed wKb 

ti en le~tlmate deman<k1 hfJw
t\ er. smce Bobby Sanm has been 
dU:1'ed '" ~ majorit,' vote- and 
c:arrt'JOt be cismissed from Parba
rnt'Tlt so t"a5fiy-. rbey' are"' r~ 
ft) leq>- thrir PfeVlOO5 pr~ 
mml Samb dies from M protest. 
In roncJU5ion be told Pan repor. 

ter that rn tbe. same w~ ar.. the 
traruan peopk ~!fIced much 
tu 'UJ the:iJ L\lanuc R~volutlon. 

youth of lrcland WtU continue 
to sacrifice tCltil complete Victory, 

A1 N N .... l1 . HAS 
'G A.!IIff lIST IN 
TtSHGOl't: 

;The [raman Oe'pur~ Pr~le 
11n1 teT for Poll ucal A ffallS, 

• fubammad Hashemi. m a pnva.te 
meetmg. te Id [he Bnti. .. h Coun..\e1-
L r. Mr Stephen J BarreL th.at 

.t: Iraman natlOn has no longer 
any trust Ul the Bnnsh govern· 
ment TIle [ranIan officlaf m!d [he 
Bnttsh Emba~} OffICial that in 
addition lO {he DOfTru:l[ and IDler

nauonal oonsldcnttlon~ for estab
It hm& dipklmanc relatIORS wub 
t e countnes of tne \,\Qrld. the 
lraruan government 4150 anadkd 
t..mportance ro cerral:n other 
crueria 10 domg, so. among them 
~~ d;:&\=c v~ ~hc U-Uir vf dl, 
franian nation In tbdr C(lunrry. 
records of [he condUCf of tbt 
governmenr wtrh Ir:lO.and past 
cxperiences~ the attl1udes. of the 
particular foreIgn government 
towards the various. events. and 
developments m. the world. and 
their knowledge of me lslamtC 
revolution. 

He crinc~d' the pro-Americ:aD 
attitude by the BritiSh gpvernmeru 

• d\ui, -ng the seizure. of the former 
U.S, Emba~y compound by the 
Muslim Studen[S. Following the 
Im.m·s LlIlt! in TefiIan.. and the 
studied siI&!1lCe by t~ BntlSh gov
ernment tawards the uaqJ mva
Slon a nst lran under [he guise 
or what Bnr~un had termed a prilY 
epIc of 'impartlari(~{ _ The Iranian 
official also po1nted tn what be 
termed 'bia~d reportlng~ In tru: 
British press ag~st ~ hIanuc 
revolutiorL He sald. fiatl~ .. how • 
ever. that the fraruans did. DOl 
reaOy expect the westcrrr media to 
prat5e the I lamlC. r~volullOn but 
at 1eas.t rather to reflect facts 

. simply as. the) are. 

MAJLIS fPARUAMENT) 
MEMBERS CONDOLENCES 

ON BOSSY ~ANDS HtlNQR 
S1'RIKE 

rn. connection with tile tt~tmic' 
figllt and resistance .of Bobby 
Sands.. the. represmtatlVe of rfle 

r. er Ire I Bntisb 
art · mel1t~ a 

rh~ peopk" 
depu of r 
llV~ As~mbt} 

1 . meuagr read -Bobb} 
S;J 50. • fre wtkmg' n"in 
~ho: l~' your real • preK'fttat 
ad \'et a of 
he fi 0# , r,,- * 
"'or d opl'r ~ (' ~ l~mfed 
Slace~ Bnclm .. j{ lht!fIf leS. 
Th,~ c~!m~ d~~rt. ,;n ~ 
charactenstlc '" le 0 Irttpt:nahsm. 
IoJo'hn: l.! ftl.1~ In u., death- t oe"5"_ 
So b s.arrd~ rr}f. tll 00"'-
"I ''1m rather r ~ a mltlK>llSof 
pel);->k .who art' ~tng vlcnmrzaf 
as. ar~t o~ povt fly . IgrttJ!laf1Ce. 

and tbe tmposed ""ar"\ of ImfJn1alL 
Ism rougftouf:· ( ~(lr1\f f:"e"ry 
cta, {n pafllC't1;] • we wftl1e~ed' 
r h< r~I<kn:f''''\} a r~'a ~ be 1 nt' 
b\1 d m rhe n:vo tu fnmary' [Fan' 
~i'O' da, ifI'td af'" mam- peoplt' 
~ kll~d' ~ a: reo; m tfleY 
dmlcks. by rh traQ't r , lme Bhf' 
Gott p {fk'" \1 le ..,.., 01 
ht' cpprt"'scd O.~ the' wurM 
oppreYtOn, 
"W\!'do~ tflt'~ !IJa~"tth-lIk' 

hope of \eetng l'hc- R UR-- of God 
and chr ckstruttton 0' fhe ~ of 
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Revolution Guards Message 
to Irish Strugglers 

The Islamic Revolution Guards Corps 
sent a message to the freedom-seeking 
people of Ireland and announced its 
support for Iflsh strugglers, especially 
Bobby Sands whom the Corps called "a 
symbol of resIstance against the oppres
sive rulers of Eng land." "We give a 
message of freedom to the people of 
Ireland. freedom and liberation from the 
hands of England that once had its 
hCii"iu5 vii uu,- JJt:ulJi~ lOO. " the message 
continued. In another part of the 
announcement the Guards sta ed that 
the Iraqi bombardment of houses and 
hospitats. and the British aggresslons in 
Ireland. show the deceptive nature of the 
international Human Rights organiza
tions and the like, and show the true path 
tor achieving liberation 

Prime Minister's Message on 
death of Bobby Sands 

The Public Relat ions Office of the 
Prime Mmistry released a message on 
May 6th praising the resistance of the 
Irish freedom-fighter. Bobby Sands. who 
died In a BelfastJal1 after over Sixty days 
of hunger strike: 

"In the Name of Allah. the Compas
sionate. the Merciful 

"Bobby Sands, the Irish freedo,ll
fighter. is not the first victim of the empty 
form of democracy in the West nor will 
he be the last one. The numerous crimes 
of Hle West in its colonies has made 
history bloody. and now it is the right 
time for all of the oppressed nations of 
the world to rise up and destroy the 
colonialist governments of the world . 
You Irish freedom-fighters may be 
assured that final victory belongs to the 
oppressed. and that the enemies of 
freedom will be defeated. This has been 
shown by the Islamic Revolution of the 
Moslem people of Iran. and now it is your 
cfit::s iildl wiii be heard oy me world and 
the banner of your struggles will be 
hoisted .... We will pray for the ViCtOry of 
the nation of Ireland and all of the 
oppressed people of the world." 

Islamic Revolutio ,~ 
Corps on Death ef · y 
Sands 

. The Islamic Revolution G .::. t .", Corps 
Issued an announcement : ~i.p occa
SiOil of the sad demise of c c:::.. \ ~ :)nds. 
on May 6th. A part of the an C!'_l ement 
said: 

"In the Name of Allah, :11 _ .. . Impas
sionate. the Merciful 

"Sands has passed away .. :: __ h.1 . fh ls 
legend of resistance and ;: ~. ' . .. . ~ ,. 
sacrificed his life for the r2 f l'l ~ I ., ' t . t 

human rights of his nation :!- .. .'0 ' h -
. path of his faith. There are 7 ,){hers I 

like Sands, who are sacnflc .. I f-y ca', I 
for the sake of the giant eec. :- ~ f • I n o'f 
Impenallsm. and it IS on ly ' _ .fnl"lnved 
masses who get inspiratlo" . -. fl' the ir 
liberating messages and '" --_ , Would 
finally rise up to put an ~r:. t to all 
tyrannies and oppressions. 

"The combatant people e t 04'!. ~rl are 
aware of how the Moslem pe -; ~:;; ,,' Iran. 
relying on their faith, st.. c..:_ ,fXj in 
defeatmg the aggressive irr...... t!lli m of 
the West and East. 

"The Islamic Revolu le ~ \u:1rds. 
announcmg their support fo t "--: .: \/. lIant 
struggles of the Irish peer. . t ' fi r ss 
their sorrow over the lack of s .. :: , MOO~ 
like Bobby Sands and with SI-= _<. 
the awakened nation of Irelar. .... 
the British expansionists." 
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