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1. The con\'('l·~ut.ion bC9an by the t~i~1_~stCJ~ sayJI!g that time 

was p n'ss.i.ng b.nd t hat he wouJJi cu.~;pcnc;l~ .with plcdsuntries . 

In open ing t he d.i.scuss:i.on \V i th I,LO;-d Cun~j ngton he \-](:1S dOing 

s o on the bu~ji.s of t.ilO conver~>atjons , the f i rst l ong , th e 

Sll bsequen 1. onc more by- ief \-li th the Tdbiseach . 

2. Th ere were a nUJ1l1)er of s p ec i f i c p Oi n ts wl};i. c ll h e 'd i s h ed 

to miJ. k c t o Lord Carr i nyton but b efore coming t o th ese h e 

woul d like t o g iv e some of th e reasons beh.i.nd t hem , Fu r t.hermore , 

the Mini ster suggested tha t given that Lor d CiJ. r r i ngton was 

p ressed fo r time that p erh a p s Julia n Du11u~u (th e UK Poli ticiJ. l 

dir ec lor ) wou ld r e main behind s o th a t the pOin ts made to Lord 

Car rington could b e f ur t.her ump lifie d. 
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3. It was the Mini s t er 's hope th a t. Lord Currington would li s l e n 

to the poinl s that he had to make , di scu ss them s ubs equent) y wi t h 

the S ecre t ary for Sta l e for Nor thern Ir e land a nd th a t both 

should then in turn p ass th es e on to th e Pr ime 1'1ini s ter. 

4. Carringt~!2 ' in reply, said that since he was on his way to 

New York (for lhe Kampuchea Conferenc e ) h e had no mo re lh a n J.6 

hours in whic h to talk to the Prime Mini s ter . The Mini s t. e r 

in response said that t.he situa tion was so urgent we probably 

didn't have more than 16 hours within which to begin to come lo 

grips wilh it. 

5. The Mini ster then b e gan his exposition proper by saying that 

every death in the Maze was a victory for the I.R.A. 

Particular ly I since the death of Bobby Sc.lJ1l .... s the hunger s tr ike WLl. 

providing a propuganda victory on a world wi~e scale for the 

Provi s ionals . There is a serious danger that the next d eath 

would be thut of Kieran Doherty , vfuo is a member of Parliament 

in the Republic, which \vill give a furthe)~ impetus to the 

propaganda victories bc~ng enjoyed by the I . R.A. 
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G. h'ith 'lllc \'.'i.lY in \·ll1.ich the ~;ituLtUon is devel.optnq c\HTently 

it is no iOI1(jCl:- a l!\lltLer of relcvt'lncc· sjJlply to !';or1...hern lrc>Lllld 

or to r latio!lS bel \';cen tll0 DJ\ and ] r(~J and. The gro';;th of 

WOJ:lc1-"lic1c sympClt.hy for the' I.I~.l\. in conseguC'l1ce of t:he hun~rer 

s1...rjJ~e will lead to an ini...E.')·na1....i.onaljszlt.ion of the problem. 
() / 

Horcovc'r I thOJ:e i~; nC)\'J/seriotls daliger that the problem \vil] 

indeed get out of control. 'rh is lOukc::)3 i. t deiu bly urgcn t tlw t 

Lord Carring'Lon should act beforo he leLlves for l~merica by 

bringing our concerns t..o th\:' utten1...ion of the Prime Minister. 

7 . ~arri~9..!:on did not.. demur but asked if we had spr:?c.ific proposal. 

or reCJuests. The JI1inis1...er in response said tlwt he would ljJ~e ------
to refer first. to the Taoiseach's let.ter to J'lrs. Tlw tcher . 

would wish that Mrs. Thatcher should give 'l prompt and a 

considered reply. 

seen the letter. 

~urrinSL~on interjected to say that he had 

\ve 

8 . Se~~nc1lY, \'.'e believe that the DJ, GoveJ:nment should deal directl 

with the prisoners. It. was not our intention to try to 'lell the 

UK what to do in detail. Nonetheless, we feel that direct 

talks are now the only thing which can lead to a resolution . 

The second conversation (which the I'1inister had referred to 

earlier with the Taoiseach) related to a further rule for the 

European Conunission for Human Rights. 

9. The Government considers that t.here is a poss j.bili t.y of a 

renewed role for the H/R Commission but not as an intermediary( 

since the Commission ' s procedures were Clltogether too bureaucratic 

and slow to meet the urtency of the present situation . 
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1 0. IIm·/C\'(~r , the Irish Governrr.vnt fcl t . that. the Europ<"tlll 

COillni~,sjon for IIUlIlCln P:i. ghts could huvc Cl v u l uablc ro l c' 'lo play 

a f 'l e r Cl settlement . 

Commis s ion could play.? pur t in I mon i 'lor in9 1 the impl c>mcn 'la tioIl 

o f a settlement , \ lC lwsitatC'u to use tLe "lOrd gUdrun tor . 

11. hli t h rc~g(lJ:d to t..he poss i biliyY of (1 sett l ement , the 

Governmen l be l i evoc1 Llld t t he bas is fo r t ll is r cposed .i n tll 0 

statement lni.lde l u~:>t \'leek by t h c' Ir ish Commiss i O.1 fo r J us lice 

und Peace . Thi s \-la~> the }~in(l o f fl c;{ible a. pproach ,·;h.ie h 

woul d ma ke u s<.~ t t 1 emcnt poss :L b l e wi t hout s ac r ~_,f ic e of p r inc iple 

and which \'Jou ld e nub l e th e pr isoner s 'lo gi'TP up t h e i r f ast und 

ignore th e 1.R.A. 

12. 'rhe I1in .i ster went on to s a y that UI C UK Governme n'l muy reply 

that if tlwy were t.O respond to this kin d of p r opos al th e y 

would simply b e enduced to muke a conc ess ion which would lead 

to the kind of outcome that oc curred inlDec e mbe r last,whe n, 

after a short respite and amid confusion and mudd le 

the hunger strike re s ume d . 

13. The I1onitoring role suggested for the Europe a.n Commiss ion 

of Human Rights could serve to prevcnt this happening - if a 

settlement could be reached to the current hunger strike. 

Since the Human Right.s COlmnission had kept open the 1'-lcFealy cas e, 

we feel they are thus in a position to play the monitoring role 

we have in mind. 

14. The I1inister went on to say with regard to situation in - -- -'-
the Maze itself , there we re a number of options: 

- First , one could stand still and let the Hunger strike 

continue in the hope that the prisoners would give up 

This course could be potentially disastrous . 

- Secondly , one could try to get back on the course of an 

agreed settlement 

possible. 

which early last week we felt was 
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l\t tlwt time , the prisol1e):s \Yere to Cl. ~;:i " gniLi"ctlnt extent 

oub.;ic1c the cont.J:ol of the I . R . A .• It is not the ctlse thtlt 

all of t.he statcI,lents j ~)~)ucd by the I. R.lL 011 behCllf of 

the prisoners gerndncJy reflect the laL.ter ' ~; state of I:1ind . 

- Bu t C' uch death and t h e prisffnel.'s react ions to deaths tend 

t o pu sh t.he pr isonen:; bc:;.ck under t:11e I . H .1\ . ' s con trol 

1 5 . Th ere ' "1('1[; no point in reh c.~arsing U1e even ts wh i c h l ead to the 

br eakc10wn in t h e set t. l el1len t efforts l rts t Vlee~' . 'l'h ese h dG hccn 

r eco unted in d eta il in London on Friday, l as t. llOl'l(?vcr i f. wc are 

to avoid s cr iou s d aJlw g e to th e interests or 0\11: t yJO governmen t. s , 

wc f ee l th a t it is necess ary n o w to g e t b a ck on cour s e t owtlrds 

a se t tl emC?nt. 

16. In summar y our reconunen d Cl tion s yJere : 

J 1 

( i ) Deal directly with the p r i s oner s . We don ' t say 

negotiate . We fully accept and respec t the UK ' s 

refus al to concede 'special statu s80r ' politicCll 

status ', and we are in no way asking for this . 

No r are wc asking the UK to abandon the principle 

t h at Ht-1~~S pr isons should be under the con trol of 

Her Majesty ' s prison officers and no one else . 

(i i ) \\1e are not . trying to spell out in detail what you 

should do. 

(i ii ) We fee l that there is stil l a role for the Irish 

Co~nission for Justice and Peace . . 
{ At t.his point the ICJP statement to the effect that 

they still envisaged a passi~9 _ role for the 

Commission 'vas exp"laine£7 

(iv) Finally - as t o t he ro l e o f the Europe an Commission 

o f Human Rights , we saw this t o o as a possibi l ity 

but after a settlement had b e en reached . 

LA f u rther note 6~{7conversation with Julian Bullard to follo~7 

l~/fvv l /; l l-'1"( J'LC,t1\ lv l-v c c P Shl '- pss 
P.N . t-1acKernan Mr . 
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