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To: TaoiseClch, 

From: Liam Hourican. 

Second Toomebridge meeting: Monitoring Committee 

Taoiseach, 

Last night's decision to set up the Monitoring 
Committee represents an important victory for the 
Priests, Councillors cnd a number of the relatives 
over Sinn Fein. Il came unexpectedly towards the 
end of a long and difficult meeting which saw 
recriminntions on mnny sides. for example, the 
division within the families was more marked than 
ever with the Lynchs nnd nuinns vi~orously 
criticisinq the taclics of the Provisinnals, 
while being attacked by other families for promoting 
splits. Bernadette Mc Aliskey remained hard-line 
while other members of the H-Block Committee 
wanted to call for an end to the strike. Adams's 
handling of Wednesday nights visit to the prison 
was attacked by some as a cosmetic exercise which 
did not fulfill the request made~after the first 
meeting. 

Those present included Joe Austin qf Sinn Fein (but 
not Adams), Seamus Ruddy (I.R.S.P.), most of the 
families, Mrs. Mc Aliskey, Mr. Canning and Fathers 
F a u 1 and !vI u r ray. 

The Monitoring Commitlee was first proposed to Sinn 
Fein ut the early morning meeting in Belfast on 
\~ednesdny. Adams lurned it down flat. He 
subsequently claimeJ thal the hunC]er strikers 
rejected it too. Now the tables have heen turned on the 
Provisionals. The crealion of the Monitoring 
Committee must have the effect of reducing their 
control over what h<1Pf)('ns in the p~ison. 

The British are unlikely to view the committee with 
much enthusiasm either. They may quibble about 
allowing jt access or giving it official recognition. 
nut, even if this is witheld, the Committee should be 
able to function in some fashion. This is because a 
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number of its members (the Priests) already enjoy 
regular access to the prison for pastoral reasons. 

The composition of the Committee is likely to be 
as follo\'1s: 

The Cardinal, 
Bishop Daly, 
Fathers Faul and Murray, 
Hugh Logue (for the I.C.J.P.), 
Jimmy Canning and 
another Dungannon Councillor, 
John Robb and 
Mrs. Mc Aliskey for the It-Block Committee. 

Not everyone is happy about Bernadette's inclusion, 
but it wos offered last night as n way of buying 
off her hostility. 

I suggest that the Government here give an early 
indication of support for the Committee. 

Fathers Faul and Hurray were reported to be extremely 
helpful last night. They were openly critical 
of the Provisionals. Two nights qrevious Adams 
agreed to meet the relatives only ifter Fr. Faul 
had threalened to invite the N.I.D. and the media 
to Toomebridge so as to expose the Provisionals 
behaviour. I 

Seamus Ruddy (I.R.S.P.) also made one helpful 
suggestion last night. lie said even in advance 
of a cessation of the hunger strike, the Oritish 
should be asked to implement their promised reforms 
immediately for the conforming prisoners. There 
is a substantial number of these, even on the 
Republican side - mostly short sentence men. 

It may be necessary to be quite severe with 
the relatives about steps which the Irish Government 
could or would take. The hard-li~ers have been 
justifying their stand with the argument that 
intense pressure on Dublin will result in pressures 
being mounted from here which the British could not 
resist. 

,7n 51 1.1I1J7 .JO.oou 5 · !j1l , I P (;~ ! 
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Bernadette Mc Aliskey last night outlined the 
following senario: 

Dublin withdraws its Ambassador and expels 
British Ambassador. 

The Punt and Sterling immediately fall. 

The business community takes fright and 
demands surrender by the British Government. 

The strikers thus win their five demands. 

Some relatives scoffed at this version of what 
might happen. But clearly there are credulous 
people who believe in something like this. 

31st July, 1901. 

Copies sent lo: 

Professor Dooge, 
~I r. J 0 h n K ell y , 
~I r. D. Ne 1 i g an, 
~1 r. N n 11 y , 
~I r. ~'i. K i r wan, 
~1 r. M. L ill is. 
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