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• 
Coni i Ct.; I, lia l 

1. When the Deputy Secretary and I met Mr . Hume in Derry 

on 9 November he discussed with us the question of infon at ion 

visits by Northern Ireland politicians to AAerica to address 

audiences on the Northern Ireland problem. Hr . nume 0 o viol!'. y 

had the S.D . L.P . principally in mind . Referring to the 

e xce l lent contacts whi c h he had built u p through many visits 

to the U. S . A., collaborating with the Embassy in this, he ' 

said that colleagues of his should also be re9ularly engage d 

i n this work . First hand inform~tion was essential if 

Americans were to be weaned from tholr allegiunce to Noraid. 

2. The p roblem was f ina nce . The S .D.L. P . had v ery limited 

resources and the y recognised that t h ey c o u l d not p r oper ly seek 

funding from u s . Might not the possib ility of set t i n g up a 

b e nevole nt fu nd be cons i dered, a l ong t h e lines of t he e x isting 

I reland Fund and Amer ican-Irish Founda tion '? Mr . Humo thoug ht 

tha t considerable numbers of Americ.:ln s s one of them v:c althy 

would be interested in conttibuting constructively to s o~e 

c a u se which would help resolve the Northe rn Ir e land probl c~ 

and t hlS was one outlet fo~ thelr gcn~roslty which mlght pr ~uuc~ 

very f ruitful r esults . 

3. We said we would consider the ldea actively . We wou l d 

no doubt prefer t o ins t itute s uch a f u nd , if that lS at all 

practical, on a basis tha t would include r epr esen tatives of o l L.::r 

shades of opinion besides the S.b.L .P . in the inf or ma t i on Vi SltS 

to the U.S.A. I would be glad to know your views. 

~~ ---D.M. Neligan 

13/11/1981 
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