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ENVOY'S FIRING STIRS UP NEW IRISH TROUBLE 

SE!\f~ DONLON$ THE MiBASSADOR OF IRELAND 1, rP,ADE t"iANY FR lENDS IN THE 20 . 
f~iONTHS HE HAS SERVED HERE., BUT HE ~ViA DE ONE I f-1PORTANT ENEr:tY" AN 
ITALIAN-AMERICAN CONGRESSMAN FROM THE BRONX, ONE MARIO BlAGG!~ 

THE RESULT IS THAT DONLON IS, ACCOROiNG TO UNCONF IRMED REPORTS FROM 
DUBLIN, BEING REPLACED -IN WHAT PROMISES TO BE THE MOST UNPOPULAR 
MOVE SINCE BRITISH PHifVJE 1'1iN!S'fEli JM·1ES CALLAGHAN DfSLODt~ED SIH 
PETER RAMSBOTHAM IN FAVOUR OF HIS SON-IN-LAW, PETER JAY9 

DONLON, vJHO IS 36p. AND PER~jm·.JABLE$ \>J,l\DED iNTO THE TH!CI< OF IRISH
AMERICAN POLITICS WITH A VIGOR AND FORCE NOT SEEN IN A GENERATfON 
OF IRISH DIPLOMATSB 

AN IMPASSIONED ADVOCATE OF MODERATION. HE TRAVELED THij ~OUNTRY TO 
STEM THE SENTIMENTAL TIDE OF MONEY ANb SUPPORT POURfNG INTO THE . 
COFFERS OF THE IRA~ HE TOLD KERRY MEN IN CHICAGO AND MAYO MEN lN 
DETROIT THAT THEY MUST NOT CONTRIBUTE TO THE VIOLENCE THAT HAS 
CLAir<1E.D 2.t000 DEATHS AND 20e000 CASUALTIES IN ULSTE!i !N THE 
LAST 10 YEARS~ iRISH UNITY-MUST AND CAN BE ACHIEVED. HE 
EMPHASISED, BUT ONLY WITHOUT VIOLENCE AND WITH THE CONSENT OF THE 
PROTESTANTS., 

DONLON., WHO HAD ACQUIRED !i'ff lt'll\TE KNOV.ILEDGE . OF US POL ll f CS iN A 
·PREVIOUS POST IN BOSTON, BROUGHT TOGETHER FOUR IRISH-AMERICAN 
HEAVIES- KENNEDY, MOYNH1ANe o~· NE!LL AND CM\EY ... FOR A. SERIES OF 
MUCH-ATTENDED ST PATRICK 1 S DAY DECLARATIONS AGAINST THE IRA~ IN 

. THE IR MOST RECENT STATEMENT, THEY CALLED FOR f~AN END TO THE 
DIVISION OF IRELANDfe- A SENTIMENT THAT IS ECHOED IN A PLANK IN 
THE DEMOCRAT IC PLATFORMc 

BUT DONLON'$ A.NTI-TERRORISf<'l CAMPAIGN EARLY BROUGHT HIM INTO 
CONFRONTATION WI TH B!AGGt, WHO AT THE INSTJGATION OF THE IRISH 
NATIONAL CAUCUS, THE MOST VOCIFEROUS OF THE lRISH SOCIETI~S, HAD 
FORMED THE AD HOC COMMITTEE ON fRELAND, AN ORGANIZATION OF SOME 132 
CONGRESSMENe BIAGGl AND THE CAUCUS SWEAR THEY ARE EQUALLY OPPOSED 
TO VIOLENCE AS A WAY OF SOLVING THE ANCIENT QUARRELS OF THE NORTH, 
BUT BlAGG! AT THE SAME TIME PRO?OSED A P'PEACE FORUM'' fN WHICH 
IVJI:'P.An-"'s op· ·rH·- l r·. (, " 10'1' D t'>i:' ~·cAnT' dt: f'\~1:.1"\ I , ! C. f t\M 1V ,! •. 1,., D"'- r11- n.J., 

_DONLON, AT A SEt"i ! v~PUBLIC ~,.lEETING ~~·r THE CARNEGIE EN00\~~·1ENT~ STATED 
iq"-T n!IJ.f'•t'!f I.IA~ ~c- r'\IH,u~ ·l'l-1>.:: !l·.iTCOJ-S'TC: •"1~ ..-1 cor;~V"'£'-V uc Kf,l£lfl lT . r ~;ZI'\ t T.> io-,.)v n ~v ,,..,cr\. rtf""t .. l ) t l.. ~ :-.} :_n _ ..... t ...... \..;. ....~nf\ ~.)r\ l0t f& fl'-o '"' ,f 

WOULD GET BACK TO THE CONGRESSMAN BECAUSE A MEMBER OF 
BIAGGt'S STAFF WAS PRESENTe 
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'THE F,OLLOh'iNG A.R'rICLE APPEARED ON THE FRONT PAGE OF THE WASH!NGTON 
STAR ON TUES?AY, -JULV 8, 1980s 

ENVOY'S FIRING SrrRS UP NEW IRISH TROUBLE 

SEAN D01~LONi THE MmASSADOR OF tRELANDp r4ADE i"iANY FRIENDS IN THE 20 . 
MONTHS HE HAS SERVED HERE~ BUT HE MADE ONE IM PORTANT EN[MY, AN 
!TALIAN-AMERICAN CONGRESSMAN FROM THE BRONX. ONE MARIO BIAGGI& 

THE RESULT IS THAT DONlON IS, ACCORDiNG TO UNCONF IRMED REPORTS FROM 
DUJJL I Nil BE I NG REPU\GED '/ N v}HAT PRor~ I SES TO BE THE ~10ST U!~POPUU\R 
MOVE S I NeE BR IT I SH PH /f1/lE. 1'1 iN! s'rER JM·'1 ES CALLAGHAN DISLODGED SI H 
PETER RAMSBOTHAM IN FAVOUR OF HIS SON-!N-LAW, PETER. JAYs 

DONLON" ~~HO IS 36p. AND PERSm'IABLE, v/ADED I NTO THE TH I CI< OF ! R! SH
AWJtfCAN POLIT!CS ~\JlTH I~ VIGOR AND FQr~GE NOT SEEN IN A GENERATWN 
OF IRISH DIPLOMATS~ 

AN IMPASSiONED ADVOCATE OF MODERATION. HE TRAVELED THe COUNTRY TO 
STEM THE SENTIMENTAL TIDE OF MONEY ANfi SUPPORT POURfNG INTO THE. 
COFFERS OF THE IRA. HE TOLD KERRY MEN IN CHICAGO AND MAYO MEN IN 

I DETROIT THAT THEY MUST NOT CONTRIBUTE TO THE VIOLENCE THAT HAS 
CL,,\! r<1E'D 2 1,000 DEATHS AND 20 .. 000 GASUALT I SS iN ULSTEr? ! N THE 
LAST 10 YEARS~ I RI SH UN ITY -MUST AND CA,N BE t,CH i EVED. HE 
EMPHASISED, BUT ONLY WITHOUT VIOLENCE AND WITH THE CONSENT OF THE 
PROTESTANTS" 

OOf~LON: ItJHO HAD ACQUIRED INTIf\1,6,TE KNO\A.fL EDGE ' OF US POLITICS iN A 
PREVIOUS POST IN BOSTON, BROUGHT TOGETHER FOUR IRISH-AMERICAN 
HEAVIES - KENNEDY, MOYN!HAN. Q'NEILL AND CAREY - FOR A SERIES OF 
MUCH-ATTENDED 5T PATRICKPS DAY DECLARATIONS AGAINST THE IRA~ IN 

. THEIR MOST RECENT STATEMENT, THEY CALLED FOR ~~AN END TO THE 
DIVISION OF IRELANDpe - A SENTIMENT THAT IS ECHOED IN A PLANK IN 
THE DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM c 

BUT DONLON'S ANTI-TERRORISflJ CM~P!.\IGN EARLY BROUGHT HIM INTO 
CONFRONTATION WITH B1AGGt, WHO AT THE INSTiGATION OF THE IRISH 
NATIONAL CAUCUS, THE MOST VOCIFEROUS OF THE IRISH SOCIETI~S, HAD 
FORMED THE AD HOC COMMiTTEE ON IRELAND, AN ORGANIZATION OF SOME 132 
CONGRESSMEN. BIAGGI AND THE ChUCUS SWEAR THEY ARE EQUALLY OPPOSED 
TO VIOLENCE AS A WAY OF SOLVING THE ANCIENT QUARRELS OF THE NORTH, 
BUT SIAGSI AT THE SAME TIME PROPOSED A P'PEACE FORUM" IN WHICH 
ME~1BERS OF THE j RA \vOULD 3-S HEARD" 

i 

DONLON, AT A SEt" I '~PUBL le t/lEET! NG AT THE GARNEG t E ENOO\'~~'~ENT .. STATED 
TH.4T B I AGG I \'-lAS SERV Hi-G THE INTERESTS Gf TS-RR9R I S~1.. HE KNEW IT 
WOULD GET BACK TO THE CONGRESSMAN BECAUSE A MEMBER OF 
BIAGGI'S STAFF WAS PRESENT8 



" ' /j ~JHEN B I t\G.G I WENT TO IRELAND· IN NOVEMBE\1 j_97B,i THE GOVEFH~~,.!ENJ OF PR l M£ 
~ MINISTER JACK LYNCH CUT HIM DEAD~ LYNCH HAD PREVIOUSLY 2ENT THE 

,QONGRESSI'·itli'J .A LETTEH TELL r NG H ~f.i FU~TLY THt>,T HE:: VIAS ,t:J, TOOL OF THE 
H!SH NATIONAL CAUCUSv \1/HiCH INCIDENT!~LLY DEf1ANDE:D DONLON''S 

Rr. ··--·t,LI ~~~ A S'"'II.T' .. ., ... ,.-· "'"D"" ~ ""'T 1'1,....C, ... ,...,~-.M ~< ... ,., A . 1 .~\ t..I"Jr::Jll 1''iA jt: t..n::.; . bt: ·r:..r'wt.t~ ~ 

BUT WHEN LYNCH CAME TO WASHINGTON LAST NOVEMBER. THE PRESIDENT 
iNVlTED B~AGGI TO T.H£ \miTE HOUSE STATE DINNER.:.. PRESW•iAELY 
BECAUSE HOWEVER MUCH HE MIGHT OFFEND THE GUEST OF HONOR, HE WOULD 
INSURE BlAGG I » S SUPPORT l N THE NE\v YORl<. PR.! f"iAF?Y t~ vm t CH ~ PlS Tl .. i f NGS 
TURNED OUT DID NOT AMOUNT TO MUCHe 

TOLD OF DONLON ~'S REG ALL .. B i AGG i SPOKE AS THROUGH A f'-"'OUTHFUL OF 
FEATHERS1 . 

''t THINK HE COULD HAVE CHOSEN A MORE CONSTRUCTIVE COURSE fN 
CONNECTION WITH THE fSSUE. THERE HAS BEEN DIVISION IN THE 

· IRISH COMMUNITY HERE AMONG SEGMENTS THAT ORDINARILY SHOULD 
. HAVE BEEN WORKING TOGETHER. REPLACING DONLON WiLL HAVE A 

POSIT t VE EFFECT ON if{ t SH-J1.f-1ER f CAN REL/ff iONS H., 

W3Ai81tR El!AN t•1C~·1ANUS ~ · ""f~~~~ .. ~w.;f\:i~·,~)-+3:-'r-
THE HEAD OF THE lRt~H NATIONAL CAUCUS WHICH, 

. HE SAYS, HAS NO OTHER PURPOSE THAN ' 9 MAKfNG HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLAT 
fN THE NORTH THE PR INCiP.b.L !SSUEt n CHUCKLED WHEN t\m<ED HIS HEAC'r!ON 

TO THE NEWS. BUT WOULD NOT GO BEYOND THC DECCMB[R STATEMENT@ 
tT viAS NOT • .'HESAID~ nA VfCTORYn FOR THE CAUCUS$ -\'-!KiCHll HE SAtD!l 
'

9 \\/0ULD NOT BE NEEDED !F DONLON HAD DONE HIS _ JOB 8 v., 

DONLON \'lENT BACK TOSDUBL !N LAST MONTH FOR ~fALKS fo.ND ~vAS; .I 

PRESUMABLY. TOLD TO FOLLOW ''A POLICY OF AMBIGUITY'~ WITH REGARD TO 
BlAGG! AND.COMPANYa 

DONLON~ S REFUSAL TO c·or~PROf~ t E;E vJAS FOLL0\1ED BY THE LEAK ABOUT HIS 
RECALLc IT IS RUMOURED THAT HE HAS BEEN OFFERED THE POST OF 
NV!Bt~SSADOR TO THE UN nED NAT IONS~>' WHERE H~EI..AND E7<PEC1'S .~> 
FOR THE FIRST TIME, TO BE A MEMBER OF TH~ SECURITY.COUNCILa 

DONLON HAD BECOiviE-SmJ!ETHfNG OF AN ISSUE ·IN HUSH POLITICS, DUE TO 
THE EXERTIONS OF NElL BLANEY. AN OLD FRIEND OF PRIME MiNI~TER 
H/J;UGKEY 11 \'iHO, IN :1970/l vJAS TRiED WITH HH·1 ON CHM~GES OF CCNSPiRACY 
TO tMPORT Af~fv1S¢ LYN CH SACKED THEI•l BOTH FROrvJ THE CABiNET" THEY 
WERE BOTH EXONERATEDa BLANEY HAS BUtlT UP A FOLLOWING FOR HIS 
POSITION FOR 9 'UNITYAT ANY PRICE•~ BETWEEN DUBLIN AND BELFAST. 
HE USED TO BOAST OF HIS PART IN THE CREATION OF THE PROVISIONAL iRA~ 

BLANEY~ AS IT HAPPENS, WAS IN THE UNITED STATES AT THE TIME THAT 
LYNCH WAS REPLACED BY HAUGHEY AND ANNOUNCED THAT DONLON WAS 
AN OBSTACLE TO UNIF!Ct\TION, BECAUSE DONl.ON IS ADAt•iANTLY OPP'OSED TO 
M4Y SETTLEfi1ENT THAT WOULD LEAVE OUT THE CONSENT OF THE PROTESTANT. 
MINORITY IN THE NORTH -ON THE GROUNDS, AS HE HAS TOLD COUNTLESS 
US AUDIENCES THAT AN iRELAND REUNITED \•JILL Y-N ILLY WOULD BE SUBJECT 
TO THE SAME i NSTAB I L fTY THAT HAS RACKED ULSTER FOR THE PAS"f 60 YEAf(S., 

THE T Hvl t NG OF THE T-10VE IS s·rRANGE., Hft1UGHEY HAS ;-~i.~JSl BEGUN TALKS 
WITH PRIME MINISTER THATCHER ON THE IRISH QUESTION, AND THEY ISSUED 
A ~.lOINT STATEMENT STRE~:SING f10DERATION., IT DOES~PT GO \viTH 
SILENCING OF THE MOST ELOQUENT IRISH VOICE FOR MODERATION IN THE 
UN I TE:D STATES WHEF<E: r~ANY DEC! S IONS ABOUT I RELAN.l) ARE FORMED" AND 
SUGl;ESTS THAT Hl\LH~HEY 11 AS POLITlCfANS OFTEN DO~ MAY BE TP,U~ING 
FROM BOTH SIDES OF HIS MOUTH. CHOOSING BIAGGI OVER DONLON MAY HELP 
HIM POLITICALLY AT HOME, BUT NOT HERE AT A CRITICAL MOMENT IN 
IRELAND$S SAD HISTORY. 

END END 
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BUT \4HEN l.YNCH CAr,tit: TO V/ASH I NGTON LAST NOVEMBEFt. 'nu:: ?Rf:S I DENT 
INViTED BLt\GG! TO T.iE \1HITE HOUSE STATE DINNER':" PRESW·1j\ELY 
BECtlVSE HO\r~EVER i"'iUCH HE f"i IGHT OFFEND THE GUEST OF' HQNOR l' HE \I'/OULD 
! NSURE B 1 AGG I )I S SUPPORT f N THE NE\1 YORK PF<.! flijARY 11 vm t CH El AS TH J NGS 
lURNED OUT D l D NOT Al'10UNT TOIVlUCH e 

TOLD OF' DONLO~PS RECALL" 13 i AGr~ i SPOKE AS THROUGH A f"lOUTHFUL OF 
FEATHERS ~ . ' ~ . 

• ~, THINK HE COULD HAVE CHOSEN A MORE CONSTRUCTIVE COURSE IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE ISSUE. THERE HAS BEEN DJVISION IN THE 
IRISH COfAMUNlTY HERE AMONG SEGrfJENrS THAT ORDINARilY SHOULD 

. HAVE BEENWORK!NG TOGETHER. REPLACING DONLON Will HAVE A 
?051TtVE Ern::CT ON HUSH·=jl,f'.IERfCAN REU\TIONSH", 

W3AltBtR B[AN f'1CtM,\\\US t . ~t)t~'~«~"":~i~"~)~r 
THE HEAD OF THE IRt~H NATIONAL CAUCUS WHICH, 
HE SAYS, HAS NO OTHER PURPOSE THAN 'PMAKING HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLAT 
iN THE NORTH 'THE PRINCiPAL. iSSUE .. $~ CHUCKLED WHEN t\S~<E]) HtS HEACTION 

.... ~A ~~)f'" tl.,;:""'\_;.,... T"\1''"'f'"I' \,i<" .... ~~I{ '':'''''. tiJ .... 'I. ""r'" .r'\~ i""l{'"-\..f ....... t!...!'t"\ ",\""'ltr- ... ·~~r-r"9.:~'t':rf'\ OT~~r!"'It~"" r.I"r' 
!\I fne. !11C.W')g VUI ;1V\jl~U I'<VI '.:.l\J .cC.I\J,"'1.l Ink. l.;t:.vt.,.I'i.tJ ..... n ","#'><6, 1'-1'«1", 

IT t'/AS NOT., HE SAID .. HA VfCTORyj)~ FOR THECAUCUS$ ~ V.;HiCH4I HE SAtD{l 
HWOULD NOT BE NEEDED!F . DONLON HAD DONE HIS JOIV g" 

DONlON V/ENTBACK TOSDUBL IN LAST ~!ONTH FOR ~(ALKS fo,ND 'v/ASt · .1 

PRESUMA. BLY9 TOLD TO FOLLOW HA POLiCY OF Ar1BIGUlTyn \>JITH RE(~ARn TO 
BIAGG! AND COMPANY o 

OONLOt-l ~ S REFUSAL TO rfOMf'Rm·n SE vJf!.,S F'OU,J)\~ED BY THE LEAK ABOUT HIS 
RECALl o IT IS RUMOURED THAT HE HAS BEEN OFFERED THE POST OF 
N~1BASSADo.R TO THE: UN flED NAT IONS I>' \-iHERE H~ElAND EXPECTSjI 
FOR THE FIRST TIME, TO BE A ~'"lEi\1BER OF THE' SEClmITY·COUNCll'$ 

DONLON HAD BECOlviE'SmJlETHfNG OF AN ISSUE ·IN IRISH POLITICS!, DUE TO 
THE EXERT!ONS OF NE!L BLANEY, AN OLD FRIEND OF PRIME MiNISTER 
Hl\UGKEY g \vHO" IN 1970 iJ 'fIAS TRiED WITH HH·1 ON CHARGES OF C0-NS?iRACY 
TO tMPORT ARMS~ LY NCH SACKED THEM BOTH FROM THE CABINETe THEY 
WERE BOTH EXONERATEDa BLANEY HAS BUflT UP A FOLLOWING FOR HIS 
POSITION FOR 9fUNITYAT ANY PRICE·~ BETWEEN DUBLIN AND BELFAST. 
HE USED TO BOAST OF HIS PARr IN THE CREATION OF THE PROVISiONAL tRAm 

BLANEY ~ AS IT HAPPENS p vIAS IN THE UN rrED STATES AT THE TIME THAT 
LYNCH WAS REPLACED BY HAUGHEY AND ANNOUNCED THAT DDNlON WAS 
AN OBSTACtE TO UNIFiCt\TION" BECAUSE DONLON IS ADAf.'IANTLY OPPOSED TO 
ANY SETTLEMENT THAT WOULD LEAVE OUT THE CONSENT OF THE PROTESTANT· 
MINORITY IN THE NORTH - ON THE GROUNDS, AS HE HAS TOLD COUNTLESS 
US AUD t ENCES THAT AN i RELAND R£UN I TED \,JllLY-N I Lti' WOULD BE SUBJECT 
TO THE SAME iNSTABIL ITY THAT HAS RACKED ULSTER FOR THE PAS"r 60 YEARS .. 

. THE TIMING OF THE i'10VE IS STRANGE.. HAUGHEY Ht\S~-\;,l;!jST BEGUN TALKS 
WITH PRIfVlE tl!!NISTER THft,TCHER ON THE IRISH QUESTIO'N!' ,~ND THEY .ISSUED 
A ,JOINT STATE1vlENT STRE~~S ING [JfODERATION., IT DOSS~PT GD \'iITH 
StLENCING OF THE MOST ElOQUENT ~ IRISH VOICE FOR MODERATION IN THE 
lJNITE:D STATES WHERE ['1ANY DEC!S'mNS ABOUT IRELAND ,~RE FORMED, AND 
SUGGESTS THAT Hl\U(~HEYi1 AS POLiTICIANS OFTEN DOe MAY HE Tl\U(if-JG 
FROM BOTH SIDES OF HIS MOUTH. CHOOSING BlAGGI OVER DONLON MAY HELP 
H!~1 POLITiCALLY t~T HOME~ BUr NOT HERE AT t .. CRITICAL t-10f'/jENT IN 
IRELAND~S SAD HiSTORY. 

END END 

8/7/80 H f BERN I lA vJASHDC 


	0
	TAOIS_2010_53_915_0010
	TAOIS_2010_53_915_0011

