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.... ./"ter t.e .. .! ·t~ng is a+ t. "'ched. 

It. i..Jil'it r, t " .. [<.I.: .... icip.:.lltS at tl:_ r:.et.::t'::'ng, The T,o':'3cuch 

:1(1 :.":11..,· '1- for r o!.ci;n l~.· u':'rs ',·;erc '- C ':ip .. :I; ,by '>- '. Illy, 

S'" cre t.w:ry to ''le G<.. \'ernn.~l '- n by::r :c;;: ... is '1n , 

Openin:; thl r-,ceti~'J' \'lhich .. (escr'beG as ti. ,cl:, tb> '!(Ol<t'lf:, 

said th .H .. he , .. lQuId 1> 'opose tha< c cch _~ic....! 'lgn .. \.,; en (. 5 t ... t(;r.,_ It 

Lo b2 if'surd at the cnd of the meeting and indicate Fl ... lt Cl 

draft h< d CCi'. prcp<:lr.:=!d, 

presc~t sit' wtion nn~ in pa-tlc'l~r ~hc 0 tCC:_ of the ~_lP 

COJl5,-i~" ~ncy R_~~")rC'ssi1t:1tive~ meeting nt t~e '.-lec :--":L 1 <:lnd ~n 

any contacts he might have h~.o v'ith tr.e ~:orthcrn Irelw.'1 offic.:=!, 

\'.'11ere diJ Er HunlC t in/: Vie should go fror. i1ere? 

.. lic~ :115 cl lC'::l'atior 

cooperation aldays extended ~y the Go~xn~2nt a. 1 agretd tlat 

thi c ::'.eeting ',la particulc::rly tirr.ely. The Cons~it1.lcncy 

Heprcsenlatives had concluded ~t their IT.2eting that <1grcc .. ent 

in l'orthern :reland 0:1 the l .. tkins proposals for discussion 

was certainly inpossible because the Unionists h~d rejected them. 

Ho' 'e'le r tl e Party 1 ad ',:e lL orr.'2d C' o. e posi ti ve 5 tatel""cn ts i.!. he 

'~ite Paper, particularly reference co t!e necessity that :1ew 

institutions must be based on consent and reference to th8 

de 't.·lop. _.t of lh' \. .ia (} r I f jc .. 's .il be.· .. ec.1 t.. .. itain enc: 

Ire land, They 'disheo to CC:1C,_ trate on t .ese t'::o aspc cts. 

'I'he Atkins roposals were dead. 101yneaux had re:uscd to take 

part in talks and had rejected both o~ tions. ~aislcy had 

rejected the first option and had said he could only consider the 

second option if security were to be included amongst the 

devolved powers. • 

As r egards contacts with the NIO , Hume said he had seen 

Sir Kenneth Sto'I.e und James \vyatt at their request in De r ry 

on 14 July . They had openly accepted that the two discussion 

proposnls '..,ere dead and they agreed that they nCGd not go over 
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• In t .:e vi ;' 0': Stc,'" 

Irel nd Off~ce t~ 

"'"'' " , . . ,., ... , ... ," 

d ,T:'att ti c .:ort.1. 'r 

on two fronts . ~ely 

internal CO!1tClct!' \·:ithin ~Tor hern Irel n anJ ',lic1er co .. t:octs, 

i. e. ':.clu ':'n9 D .. h ... ~ n. 1 regress on these fYf'lnts should be 

["'.ad ~n p.r llel. They as :cd ho·.-" did the DLP thinY.. this 

shoul( 1.:(.' done. lIu _ e had replied tl at he S:1W de\'elopment of 

the \:id 1- conte cts throush tc. lks b t eC'n the T oiseach a.d 

---_._.,-_ .. _'-----

l-irs. T!.u ... cl-er and h ~ sugg s .... r..d tha' a n ect~ng be \-:ecn them S! ollld 

be brou-,ht fon·,1 ... rd to before th rc-ope! ing of Pc;.rli,u .ent . 

The Tc;oisC2Ch intervened to say that M-s. Thatcher and hi .. self 

had agreed in Venice to ~eet in September b t he was not sure to 

\'Iha t ext.en t ;·:rs. r;:q.:1 tcher he been con cc. tr t ir.g at tl 

tie implic tions of her acceptance of that timing. 

Lime or. 

said th.J.t input to thinking at this stage conc~r:)iJ.g 

tLc I1C.:t phase in L.c procc .... s \'lould be \·.'elcome. Sto'.le l.ac 

in "ic ted hat he ·.:c ..... ld br; meeting l: .. bassador I"enned} in London 

on 8.;u 1 I!u~ f( t tha he sl.ould say to At.' L.s tl.at 

agrcC'!":1Ln is i .possible on the t ·'0 proposals no\-; put for-"lard 

for discussion . 7he British guarantee has frozen the unionisLs 

in their intransigence. Altho~gh they have had full backing i this 

reg~rd from Britain unionist cooperation has been totally absent 

and enough sl~ould e enough for the Bri tish . H IT'e had noLed t! e 

stateffient i, the Khi~e Paper (para. 19) that the continued position 

of r:orthcrn Ireland within the United Kingdom siould not becc~c a 

b rgaining coun er to secure agreement to a particular form of 

poli iCe 1 ins~itut~o. The British hdd sta-cd he principle o~ 

consent by c. .. ujorily i .orthern Ireland . 'rh t VIas all right 

Lut how a out British consent? Consent by the Britis~ to a new 

political line up in Ireland must e the first step tow rds 

realising such Cl change . If such aC'ive consel t could be achieved 

hen the next s -age should be quadripartite talks with three 

points on the agenda namely Northern Ireland , the North-South 

r e l ationship and the Irish- Br i tish relationship . 

Mr . Hume said he Vlould l ay much store by the thi r d point . 

The Bri ish-Irish relationship 'das a key factor but VIe should 

be ..... are les the British tried to get \,'hat they want from the third 

ro:n vI" h0u yiC'1(1 l.g in corr s ondino measure on points onc and 
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The Briti:!. r( resc .. t .tivcs Clid t hey thought the t ':ne had 

come for -he Briti h ~o en.uirc what s ructurcs did we want 

in Irc1 nd . Did 'de \.<.lnt fe"eration ? ~ ,h at l i n ks with Britaia 

WJ Id be aIP'Olriat ~ Sto~e an I h i s colleague asked what ~ould 

the- p.l~ lie l:1i"'r I...:!"c j f the Br i tish r 0 'ed i n t he d i rection 

\\'e a.... s .99 " i r.g . 7!-, y asked where \\'ould the mon ' r equired 

for n. 'inta n~ .. a .ort·, rn Ir !d!' ( :1. 2 b':".Ll i on) c O::-.e 

f ron? Th_' 1so sa'l U . t ICY wo' Id n0 expect the SOL. to 

t a]l~ \·:ith 'l.:ins about the tllO disct.! ssion proposalc- . The 

SOLP h_.d r ec .; vec1 messa"e" t.hat t....e :110 vIas p u shing o p t i on ' ::> . 2 

bu - this ',.,'as r~oL ·.'h it StO'i~e and ~';Y:l tt had 5 ~id t o Hume . 

m\..._ m __ .: ____ , 
... j... .£. .L ... '" 

could ~e pu r( rward E,)r')POSd:!.. no-.·] t.o get 1.: S m'lay f r om t Le 

Whito Daper i: ~o anot:er si uation? 

~r . ;1 :-'0 sai 1 · .. :e 'dOU.· I.Ot ncn·; be n:)agina i n norma l Im glo - Irish 

con' !"~ tic:1 .. i-:(' \:oJ1d be raising the !Jl'cfi le of the .;o r Lhern 

I r el n p=c~:c~ in a ,cw way . The SUuP had pus h ed the 

Bri tL h so fc.r for in tJ,nce throu gh th e p a r a llel confere nce . 

~e should t .':"nk about oth e r ~roposa ls now . 

The T~oise3ch sa i d t hat a s a fir s t point we should press for a 

meeti 9 wi h the British Pr ime Ministe r in Se ptemb e r for the 

purpose o f cxplor i 9 p0ss ib l e p rog ress in ~:orthern Ireland. 

:,lea n'.-,hi l Le said a r cla+- ivcl y sen ior official (1r. ~·10riarty of 

the ~'IO) \-lC,.u:' be c(.;-'i;,g to Dulli n o n 2 3 J'l y. The 'faoiseach 

presuncd t hat le wou ld f ol l o w the same l i n e in his rema rks as 

Mr . S owe h ad d o ne. 

f.1r . Bume said it \-lould be very interesting if we got the same 

feed back. as t .. e SOLP . lIe thought it vlaS very significant that 
• 

Mrs. Thatcher had said to the Taoi=each in VEnice " we are holding 

t he fort ". 

The Taoiseach hought Mrs . Thatcher had navigated out of the 

channel on :o rthern Ireland policy and did no know where to go. 

!·11·. J! jrne r e: -u}.cd t h a ... -l e> ne ed L e to shi ft her from the ideas 
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of i\ire' 'ca l ~ ·,/e hould no undc ..... c!)· ' .. te ,-he strt.!ngth 0_ 

the f' i ends 'Ne had i nsi 10. the Cell inet. Corrobor ting this point 

SC'C?J:ms '1 ::'10n c id th· ain shou d 0. to g i vc a sa ~ e landing to 

th. conference, that is to gi e it a haopy death. Alist.air roo"e 

of the Tor~ p, rty had xtJ 'c5s11' sh-red th' s objective \·:hen 

t-la1Jon had recently be n in Londen. HUlre said that thc Tory l'ic,:;h' 

wing is gctting rdtty \1i th the unionist. ... 

, 
The T oiseach referred lo the g~s ~i. c 1i: c q~cstion c,ne assured 

the SDLP represpntatives th t there was enn~gh ~as in the Kin~ale 

field to supply domestic u"'ilities in Cork, Dlblin and Jortlern 

Ireland cities. The gas busines was a Dig card. !i'lIne 

confirmed that the unionist parti es \..;ere con ~erned 3D. angry 

about the c osur'"' of the ':orther:1 I eland gas industry . 

,lr. !. 11y havin referred to the pro) ler:\ of ti~ing gi 'en the 

car ly date for closing <J uS undert kings in tLe l'orth I t p Taolscac}' 

expressed the ho:.>e hat the :Jorth2L f cilities would try to . ana 

on if lhe of fer of gas fro. Dub1 in '.;erc i~e le 0: t . The Go 'er .xen t 

were in .rinciple in favour of offeri:g s~s to .'orthcrn Ireland 

Apprcci tior~ \'ldS e;~presscd by the SDLP in this regard. 

The "'loiseach indicated that he wished to make a spcech in the 

course of the coming waeks addressed to the unionists and saying 

tha_ .'orthern Ireland is running into the ground . He Ylished to 

say what we could offer economically in this situation. Did the 

SDLP representatives think that this sort of thing would go down 

well with t SDLP's su.portcrs? 

Mr . Hwne said this Ylould be entirely acceptable and was a very 

good idea. The Taoiseach might spell out the advantage of 

closer associa ion with Dublin. ~r, Currie asked how did the 

current levels of social security compare. The Taoiseach replied 
• that the comparison ,:as not unfavourable and that Irish social 

security benefits would be better than the British before long 

if Mrs. Thatcher kept going the way she is. 

Reverting to the earlier discussion on strategy the Taoiseach 

observed that our next contact would be with Mr. Moriarty in 

Dublin. l\'''lnC" c l1dC'r KC' .1'>1: \-l0u1d )lso be' sf." inq S owe in Lond'"'n. 

:h 
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• • ~', l~ I'J c(ncirf""l''''n of t! '"' BritLh nO.-itio \: would ;orl 

Lo get 'h 'f'" out of t Iks on t .. o...: t ~..,ion pro·.)o ... als anc' ; nLo 

'did '1" tulk.J \od th u ~, :ir . H' • said ','l! she'ld b.:? e our lc'l guag , 

in s c'...:r. I his of discus i n, on the cr~ open 

dy to c found in tl.e rece:1t ~.'hi te ~ aper . 

:) 'in'L d out hel+- i n t.l.c rele 'ant 1' ... ion 0: tl e 

1'3 . 1' - 22) t!. re \ .... 3S 11 ... reference to 11 

politi.c 1 .:lrt':"cs in ;:ortlH·rn Irel ..•. \ .. a~ t:.i ,- de1iber lLe? 

:1'. 1: 1 e (; lid th t in his "ecent contc!C s 1 e ha dravm t; c ab~er: (> 

of such Cl l"0:crence to att nt on . T.e Taoisol.cL 

thnt the first sente, cc in p .1'< gra h 21 of t ~e ':::ite Pape should 

nO't: be brought up '.:i th t he Brit i 5h . (The sen ter~'c rcacts 11 In the 

words of the cO~Juniqu~ is~ue: after the ~ec ing on 21 ~ 

bet'vlf"n th 1 rime ~:i::ister und he T:-'oi-e c .. , U.-.!"e i s cl 111 iquc 

re1 .... .; ons!. ' be~w n h~ e"':les of he 'nitc l'ingdorn of G"eat 

[.1'1 ta~. :m t'orthe"n Ire' an - n _ l..he Ret b2.i c of :i r e l anJ I and 

a nec1 to further t!.is re1ctionship in the interests of peace and 

r cOI1_i i ion " ) _ '1h d that this ra ised the 

po" s 1::-l1 i t_· c f par, lle1 tal.:s , such .s :ir . Hu;ne h ~d r eferred to 

earIi~r . 

TIle Taoiseach s ai d that the inclu sion of t h i s materi a l a nd al so 

t Ile refer~n e to t he leg it ima t e a sp i ra t ion t o Irish uni t y were 

no doubt the work of our Foreign Of fice f riends . 

Mr. Cu r ric said we should use bits from the document to bu i ld a 

bridge to tl c new posi tion we sought wh ich would involve the 

GO'v'c>rr_ ~ll r. taU-" '.-:ith Lor.don o n poli i<":.1l pros r es s ir. 

"ol"thern ;: re land . He e xp r es sed the: v io'" that :·:r s . ThCl tc~.er mu s t 

be f ed up wi t h the union i sts. Wc s ,ou ld point out that the 

effect o f t he constituti o na l guarantee wa s that unionists were 

allO'.-.'ed t o e .:tend the guarantee to include a veto on any thing 

they dis ag ree with. The major problem was to get movement into 

the situation. In this connection The Ta~iseach referred ~o the 

raising of the Protestant ~:onarchy issue by Orange spokesman. 

Mallon and Currie agreed that this was just the sort of action 

to be expected from unionists who felt themselves immune from any 

conseqlcnces because of the gunrantec, They also observed that th t 

affair had shown the unaccepta ble sectari a n face of the great 
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• 
Ij er 1 Brlt ... s~l de ocr~ . C'h 1.0· (> that "-,.. The:. ch l' 

had .0' hes ..... , a to s:y h~ t 1 er Govern .. tnt had no l: .... <.1. 5 to 

change t.he l .. ,-~ o f !:"ettlt"'" n· . I1mne sa' d sIte could not have said 

anything lse , .. rl rCI"'1rk that Palsley h once said to h im 

(Hu~ ) tla ! e wIld o tie Crown so long as the Cro:n 

is Pro.... f't .... n 

In a l~ I.J in"'L.!' , 'dll'). ave his al.alysis . The TaoiscZlch 

in his t lng ;-: t.l :lr5. Th l Lclier h -1 dra'.·n the Br i ti sh over n "11 t 

from po"'':' tic:1 \.; 'lie l • th SOLI' knc' .... they held on I :--~ay last. 

They h3d ~e9t A(>\'isi.,g their proposal before '..lblication of the 

recent disc~ssi0n p~:cr" 'c'crthelcs5 the re clion of the unic lsls 

had 5 .• C","n th t there \.;.~ al prescn~ n ,,:av of reaching political 

ag l.'CCi .1:. i 1 , J 't:nc-rn T n 1 :1 ~ • Th > d i logu > \'Ji'l Lch LUIltlUII had 

conduc"e 1 in .. riC'us t.J:b, h.Jd sl.o",·:n h t tL ... y could no solve h o 

probl :'1 en t .eil' o',·m . I t .is si uatio!. hard talking by the 

Govern:'1ont to LoncLm \·;ou Id be needed. He h.::d e.·changed v ic',':s 

wi 1. ,0 L r' 0f he '!'ory Pa ::"ly in LO:1 on and had pointe out t:.<. t 

the ree nl :)apor had no pro"ision for Irish Goverr.'11ent in' olven nt in 

a ~'orthcrn settle en t 1 t.r-e un ioni 5 5 had sti 11 turned it do· .. m . 

T e uZlper had conto ined Cln o'?tion for maj or i ty ru le in ';o rther .. Ire lCll;c 

but it still had been turned down. There could be no solution 

'Ili ·hin 'he l:orthe An Ireland context and his had been agreed b:.' 

l,listair Cooke. h'e must no'o'1 get the British Government on to that 

tack. ~allon pOinted out that the credibility in .orthern Ireland 

of the SDLP su£ferc' every time the party was involved in a 

discussion proc ss ~hich led nowhere . 

The Taoiseac. agrecd that nobody could afford another failure. 

The democratic process suffered with every failure. The SDLP was 

in the busincss of furthering the dcmocratic process therefore they 

had to become involved. Mallon said that we should move the process 

to a quadripa rtite fra"!1e work and to a high~r,plane . The Taoiseach 
\ 

said that the GoverT'.ment had been pressing for this and that a 

compelling argument was that the British authorities could not go 

on expecting the SOLP to accept humiliation through its involvement in 

failed British initiativcs. ~allon remarked that if the SOLP were 

now giv n po~er-sh ring in an exclusively orthern Ireland cO:1text 

tl ey cou d no a}: it. Curri askod how could they serve with paisley 
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• 
~h(> T ~,' 1("h <. It'.) LE. d t h l both tl . (~overnr:,ent and th SDLP 

s!1ould : u,::,sue .. ath Lh( brit)..,. the l' e hat another faile ~ 

in1tialive vlas :.1")',,: on our h .r.ds. 'lh' hypothesis entioned in 

pnrtlgr _1:. 64 of +, • ~'Jhj tc' I 'per had COr.1t:! abou. \'~e should 

consid r how tc r ply 0 the Bri t ish if they ... :ere to ad:ni 

fdilur 11"", to , Vlhc.ll \: r;rooose. '1. ~'ias the DLP studying any 

. osi tiC'n? 
oblcm tog0ther secretly in 

a joint :rCll? \:'. sto'l not put f( ,:::',:nrc1 a. y conclusions too 

early . 

:·~r. Bur. n a.greed '.' should colI borclt""" to pureue possible ?ositio'1~; 

but not lnnounc' them before ti~(> as the rossi~lc positions 

\\'ould tT, 'n beco. ,""' <! targe. l fo;: the other side . The :-linister 

said th t no proo~~rls should be put fnrward until R 

conf\..l""l. ''';:::'~~' '.: up . ::r ,_C_:i~Y n ~aid v;e should r:lake it 

clear to e\'eryb~ ~' th(.4 the. 5r1tish docun, nt is finished. /, 

forrul~ .. st now be elabC'rri~ed covering agreement on the 

three d.. nS10ns <.ond on the r~'s?onf'ibili Y and tasks of t e 

conferer. wc wan~ed . The t..:o Gover~~cnts should then be 

rcpdred to act . 

The Taoisench suggested th~t we might say to the British 

that the:' had carried he odium of fai lure for long en01.!g!1. 

~e would take a share o~ the responsibility for solving the 

problem. ~~r. C2I1(!'lan said that cooperation betv:een the two 

Governments should continue for instance in the face of 

unionist violence if any should arise. The ~inister said 

we hud tl,~ pros~c_l of gelting 1n"0 a new guarantee situation. 

Dr. HenSL9:;:. expressed the vie;.: that there are scme moderate 

unionists who might be te. pted into supportin~ the quadripartite 

conference. He had spoken recently to Captain Ardi11, tle 

Whip of uuue, who had said that he would go into some sort of 

all round negotiations about the North's·~uture. However 

such moderate unionists were afraid of Paisleyit~ extremists . 

Discriminatory treatment continues . There are 100 , 000 

nationalists in ~est Belfast who had been barricaded into their 

area on 12 July. Resentment at sue! treatrr.ent was bitter . 

Un ;",pl 01';"'( n ',; .. lS up "0 40., l!arrasSinent was general and Inrge 
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quest ion i ng . It \-las L' ssible to se 11 th€ , .. hi t·_ Pi:per to 

such ~r: Dr . Hend_C'n felt th t some unionists might move 

fon'lard j n the i r tr inki . _~ if the OT!c-t i utio .. a1 guarantee 

wel'e rnodif ied uS tte GO\·Cl"lIr.1ent had der .. dnded. 

A'isint, out of 'hif" pre:::-cntation h'" ':'( ois( (. C"' •• _ aid thdt he . 

resented it .,! 1 the lr' ~t ... imf's unl othCl'S s ... ok€ of t.he 01':1)1<]<" 

tradiLio~ as t ~~h it we e a £01k10 e ~hen~-enon . Wc rnUf"t 

-81.1(" .. 1-- r that t~.c marches ,,:ere t r i u;,phal is t Croppi c~-, ie-dO\.n 

affairs. It was ecause cf the un'erstandable feelil.]S of 

nationalists in the 10rth th' t he hud been ilol-ried .::bc t the 

ncceptnbility of the sort of speec, conci:i~t""ry to unionists 

T,!!~ich .. 1'" 2. ~d in ! .i!!d. 

union is; n 1 a 0": l ",he c,:c :;>t 1.0r~a 11y bi '- ter Ura!1ge speeches 

this i'car. Thc~c r.atte:-s should be brought to the attention 

of thc Brit ish ( and it ·.·.'3S cOIT",2ntocl that t .. e ,edi a 

consistently fal1c' to reryort extrcMist unio •. ist decl,rations 

in main-land Brit in) . 

Further discussion of possible British I:1o\'es followe(!. !-1a110n 

considered tl.at s'nce 1rs. Th tcher1s rc?_tition of the 

guarantee to unionists had not prevented her proposals from 

ending in failure there was no risk in her reconsidering that 

guarantee. As regards wh t devolution proposals the British 

ove 'nrncnt might nO'tl consider, Hune pOinted out the l\irey l~cave 

idea seened to hdve been ruled ou· in the \';hite Paper . 

'~hcn jallo n quo ed Atkir.s I s desire, expressed in the CCllInons 

on 2 July, to improve direct rule, the Taoiseach pointed out that 

the British and I tkins i. ~~articul<lr did not· 'ant direct rule. 

He had often selid hO\., odd .e found it as an Eng lishman to be in 

chnrge in Northern Ireland. Hr Currie . said that if it were left 

to the British to end direct rule we woul all be led along 

their road and the SDLP would lose further credibility . We 

must have our own initiative and, by selectively using the 

language of the recent British White Paper we could raise it 

from the ashes of that old initiative. He agreed that we 

should avoid at acks on .e Or<lnc;e tradition. 
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Surr.min'-1 up I 

ideas now . 

t .1"\ Tuc L _ aid h t 1e sh uld gpt in with so~e 

: .. using th_ .hile r-~cr we '0 Jd Loar in mind 

that paragr !. 64 is a d~1 ger too. We should work on proposa!s 

to h c1. confc '-ncL'. It:o l:C c easy fo:- the 

ha -kin:J ' l-ty f 0 - +-h i~' : p-;?ose. 

Cou' ~ .. 0 D~~ romintltc rtici: d:l~S? ~.:(> ~ .. oulc~ arr~.nge a 

meC"-i 1; s1ortly. T1 "'iOY'- sh ulc" 1;0 confidp lti 1 c1.nd \\'e sho· .... :d 

prc: re for unexpecteJ qL_~tions f~o~ ~ British 0- iron 

jour')'"' 1 i cts . Tn that Cc1.S' the S ..... LP p rti i [) ~n ts cou:'c e:'~)l .':n 

their Jour, cyslO DllblL. t::' s3yin:; th t 

"Co. "'l1iltec C'n Closs-Bord r Co-o'")e!:"tiorl l' , 

, were menlers of 

Tl is li..c of a:....r r--.)d '~ 

The join" stat0mcn for -elease to tIe press (ann~xcd) was then 

agr 0d . 

The Tal")iscach then i .quirE..:d ',lhet r the SDLP representClth-es 

wished to s y anything about the behaviour of the Brilish forces 

recently. :·lr. C nEa::! d scr' bed t' e acti \'i ties of 

loyalist terrorist" in recent months . It least twenty m"rears 

had boen cO:T'u'nit..lecl by them this year. The SDLP v:ere calling on the 

British authorities to i~cntify the loyalist tradition as a 

source of terrorism . There was also disquiet about the police. 

I It:ou Id always be so so long as there \'1 s _ 01 i ti ca 1 d i s turbance a::d 

so lor.g as the C':rergency act remained. Cri ticism of the behavio:r 

of the troo~s was still justified a~dthe Party had exposed 

some matters with the help of the Govern~ent. Pressure shoul~ 

be maintained to make sure that soldiers are put in the dock. 

Mr . Canavan thought that the fact that there had been no more 

deaths since November 1978 as a result of the SAS "kill don l t 

question" approach ylaS due to the joint e·rf~rts of the SDLP 

and the Gover~~ent . The SDLP combatted these abuses at all 

levels and he felt that most of the political time of SDLP 

members was spent in dealing with the problem . The Taoiseach 

inquired ylhethcr they should not submit a document to the British 

about thes difficulti s. 
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Iiu~e and ~lon ~crlfi -med t he renascence of loyalist !':mrder gan JS "nd 

1al10n gave dire-t inform tion fro~ high-level RUC sources of 

the exist"'nce of a poli tica 1 murder 1 ist . lie kne"\v that the 

murders of John Turnley and ~iriam D~ly were not isolated. 

The murderers were members of the UDA . Currie said that although 

Tyrie and Barr had disclairn~d ~ny responsibility it was clear 

that the UD lay L"i1ind tht; recent kil.lings . lIe repealed that 

the cmerg f ncy po,'':''-s \verc not l)(~t.'n u!"ed 1n 10_"ulist areas . 

The priority of. t!-..... securi t y forces \'.'<15 to dCa 1 ~ .. ?i th the IRli 

and other offendc-:-s got off by defcmll . I\'C must try to get 

action e'e1 - hanJ"dl' . There was dctiv politicdl incitement 

in Ferm~nagh tOi'laraS 10_'.1.b_st violence and fCl1!"s i n County 

Fer:"1c. nagh ',lere at a high pOint on olh sides. liS regar' s tl.is 

La the Qxc~~tionally 
":_.1... __ _ 

.LJ J. L..~"';::'C: 

and bitter rivalry between the OUP and the DUP and felt that the 

OiJP might even co:n~ under tile SDLP b,mner in the next local 

election , 'rhe meeting agreed on the very 'Ilorr_'ing position, 

about sectarian murders and it was declded that material for 

presenting a case from Dublin to the Briti sh a'thor ities should 

be prepared . 

In furt her comme. t Dr, Hendro.1 pointed out that no police officers 

had been convictcci. for offences committed in Castlereagh and 

only two had been brought to trial . Mr . ~allon referred to the 

H _ I310ck protest ',·:hic h con tinuec1 to be a canker in the body 

politic. \'1hile the H - Block protest remained ;?olitical progress 

vlOuld he very difficult and some WCly around the problem should 

be sought ... :hich ' .. :ou Id enable he Br i ti sh to avoid losing face . 

The Taois each said the Government had repeatedly drawn attention 

to ways around the H. Block problem. 

The Hinister said he had told Atkins in de~11 how we managed 

m.1.tters in our jails. 

The Taoiseach said that another urgent question was that of 

Hartin Meehan the hunger striker. His Legal Adviser and his 

farni 11' said he wou Id soon die. This was a matter for great concern 

as his death would set Belfast alight . 
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The> ':'aois0 .... ch ["aid he sho"ld be b '0\.1 ht to tr.ial imrr.ediat ly . 

It would be n total disaster if he died. Eis appeal should' e 

brought on a once as it would not wai un i1 Sept rnber . 

lIe recogr.i (~that the ju icidry ',' U ld 1 (' on hol idal' thro~g .. 

the su~. r b'l we should press =cr exc . tional act'en . 

In conclusion th SDL, rlpr s nt~ lV s ex~r ss~d their 

s~'. thy o'.'cr the de .... h of the t:·:o g~rd r mu rdt. red in RosC(1·. on . 

o Foreian Affairs 

• ,. \.:I 



T 
I 

.. 3 

IT ,AS . LS) 
PR GRES: IF T:-iE :., .. , 
I " . , I R l vJ1 u" ITf, j ' .JT 

P,H TICI FA TE I : THE 

S ~'lT 
F- ~ l 

OF i::: SAGE 
102 3i1 31', ~ 
L ~)' . 

c.-i-\ i)U:L 1:1 

, 
, I 

\' ,. . 

.I ... UL :.> -
,,:.~c: 

f'" I~ I !) I, I P-r. "' ~ 
V 

t: ~"'L- , 

rv~ A ... HI::'! ,,, . 

• 

I ... v ... u 

, t. \ • 

,-\ .J ... ... 

J 

J 

T 
. , - I. • M C. 

'f lJ _. T . t:. _ .! I Ht.L,,':.J 
• 

C 
,..- .:.R' t . 1.1 \ . 

l' :T2~Ev7 
, I ~ (' .. ul ... _...J IV 

T . 

'1 


	0
	DFA_2010_53_853_00038
	DFA_2010_53_853_00039
	DFA_2010_53_853_00040
	DFA_2010_53_853_00041
	DFA_2010_53_853_00042
	DFA_2010_53_853_00043
	DFA_2010_53_853_00044
	DFA_2010_53_853_00045
	DFA_2010_53_853_00046
	DFA_2010_53_853_00047
	DFA_2010_53_853_00048
	DFA_2010_53_853_00049

