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NORTIIERN IRELAND - GOVERNMENT POLICY 

Briefing Note 

1. The Tc:! 0 i s e ,I e h s t ,J t f' cl i nth e D (] i Ion 1 3 De e em b er , 1 9 7 9 t h 1I t the 

L c; v (> r n rn c n t 's top p () 1 i t J e {J 1 p r 1 0 r 1 l Y vi ~I G pro ~ res s l 0 ,'1 ,! r d s the corn 1 n q 

l 0 (J e the I' 0 r the p e 0 p 1 e 0 f t his e 0 u n try 1I S (l \,1 h 0 1 e 1 1 V i n (J 1 n h Q r rn 0 n > 

<ind prosperit, under the comfllon name of Irishmen. 11 e 1 n d 1 C ,! t e don 

t I <1 l 0 C C [J S Ion and Q 1 S 0 J l his fir ~:; t P res ~l Con fer e nee () n 7 t h [) e (' C PI b e r 

tl1<1 t t h (' P r i n (' i p 1 e f; 0 f l h (' P 0 lie y t h p [, u vcr Cl m p C1 t \,1 0 u 1 d pur sue l 0 tl1Cl t 

en cl \-10 U 1 cJ Il e <I S s Llt, e dIn the r i il n n Cl f (J 1 1 P U 11 C Y G ttl l cm c n ton \ 0 r l her n 

Ireland of :Jetoher . 197') . 

2 . The openinJ p~!f(lrJr(Jph of tl1<lt Gt<Jtef'lcnt , quoted eJr1cJ rCJtl'rlllcc! 

11<1 t 0 cc (J S 10 n, 1 S iI S f () 1 la Iv~) : -

"A c (' n r <J 1 ,1 1 r 0 f r' 1 " n n d r '] i 1 p 0 1 i C J i~, t 0 sce u r c tJ ~ 
pC (J (' e f u 1 rll'd n ~) the LJ nit \ (j n din d c p l' n den CL' (J fIr c 1 (I n d 
II S Cl d e 'n 0 c r () t 1 ere pub 1 1 c . \',' e t a tall! r C J eel the use 
off 0 r cell s ('l "] e <l n S 0 f a chi e v i rH] t h II ten cl " • 

3 . t) <:1 r ,I CJ r (1 p h 2 0 f the G t (I t C ('1 C n t 1 S (J S folIo 1-' S : -

r i Q n Cl d f ,:1 1 1 C cd 1 son tI H' [l r i t i ~; h Go\' ern men t to : -

( D ) E n C 0 u r ,I q e the u nit y 0 fIr e 1 il n cl b) a LJ r c c f'1 c n t, 1 n 
independence and in d hilr mo niou s relationship 
be hve c n l het \'w is L1 n d s (l n d t () t his end to 
declarp Gri tGin' s co~mitment to implement Gn 
o I' deI' e d Iv i t h d I' n \v n 1 fro m her i n v 0 1 v c me n tin the 
Six Countles of Northern Irclnnd. 

( b ) Ent e r i n tOll n il CJ r e e rn e n t lJ u () r () n tee i n Cl II P pro p r i CJ t c 
fin,lf)eiill suppo rt for i1 specified period to 
en ,I b 1 c the t r Q n sit. i () n tot (] k c p 1 ,I cc S moo t h 1') in 
s tab 1 c cc 0 n 0 rn ice 0 n d i t ion !; . 

(c) Promole In the interIm the development of 
po 1 j t i l' (J 1 ins tit uti 0 n .:; IV h 1 C h 1-' ill p n ~; u r e c i v 1 1 
ri q Ill'; .J rlli c Cl LJ id i l Y for all till' P ('Cl pIe 0 f Lt1£' 
Si, C()L1nll(,~; of \Ilfthl'rn Irl'Llnd (lnd tu enf;urp 

t h :11, ~j {' C 1I r 1 t J 1 nth (' ;] r t' n 0 p t' r :d l'~; 1 rn p (I r i iI 1 1 Y 
ll1 r Cl lJ q 11 ,I C (' t' P l ~I t) I (' ~; l r u (' l. 1I r l' ;, • 
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(cl) ~upr orl lhf' developnpnl of socjill , 'ullur'll 
{j n cJ e con 0 m i L' I j n k~, bet VI 'e n ~~ 0 r t h 'j n j Sou l h 
t h r 0 u !J h (J P pro r r i a l (' G l r u (' t U res (I n cl ins t i l utI 0 n s • 

4 • I n t 11 f' co u r G C 0 f rep I i L' ~) lo Cl u e G t Ion G cl l hi G fir G l Pr (' s ~ 

Con fer e nee 0 n 7 t h D C c C rn b (' r , I 9 7 r; , l heT a 0 i s e ,I ch : -

( 1 ) S 8 I d l h [J l 0 n \ 0 r the r n Ire J [] n cJ the r e 1-' ,J~) 0 n 1:- 0 n c 
se n s 1 b le 11 net 0 pur G U e ;) n d t h'J t ... , (I S to use (' vcr: 
m e (j n~) (j l t 11 C C, 0 v ern rn c n l'S cl i s p 0 ~; lJ 1 toe 0 n c e n t r Cl l (' 
o n b r i n q i n CJ the p f' 0 pIe Q f l his i s 1-1 n cJ l () q l' the r i n 
h <J r r'lO n :- (J n d co - 0 P !' r(1 l j (J n - [] n cl l h'l l the \" ~I J l h;l l 
eau 1 cl b C il chi eve cl \-/ ("j S Cl rr iJ l l era f p u 1 i C J tab c 
spelled out from dd] lu del: . 

t 2 I r l' C Cl Ill' d l h d l l h e ]C),) po lie: s l (j t c 'n l' n t, Cl f l (' r 
stnLinf) Lhe centr,ll ni"l of rolic1 rind rC'JccLlnq 
v i 0 1 en c e, Gill d l h n t ,t G '"l 'Tl e (] n s lo h C' ,I 1 rr s L il t cd, 
t h (' P elf t: I/O U 1 d 1 i k C ttll' El r i t 1 ~,h to (' n l cri n l 0 (J 

co m m i l men l to cJ i s (' n r] d (J err lF11 \ 0 r her n I r f' 1 ,I n d , 
from thl_ countr) , 

13) ,1180 rccnllf'd thnl 1I1f' ]'1,') stcllcrTlpnl lrHjlC'ILcd 
llHl t pen cJ i n ( l il (' ' .. I J h cl r ,HI 0 1 0 r d 1 S l' n q d q l'"1 f' n l 0 r 
fi r i L ~l 1 11 r r 0 rJ I r 1 ~ h <I r r, 1 r s . the f) ,I r t) s 110 U 1 d 
P lJ r sup l h c P f' <l C C r u 1 c J IT i n lJ t 0 fJ C' l her 0 r l h C 

cO'TllnunitiC's b] cretins of Inlcrin inst i tu ions 
iJ n y G U c h 1 n t c r J Ir. 1 n c, t j l uti Cl n s bel n (J \-1 C 1 co '11 e . 

( 4 ) re f us p cl lo s p ell 0 u l po 1 i C : <J t l h II t ~) l d cJ l' . .i n 
il n s \-, c r t 0 cl que s t l 0 n <J S t 0 \'1 h 1 C' h C' ~ m (' r 1 r s t -
InteriM institutIons or <I BritIsh conmitmcnt . 

:, . 1 nth e co u r ~) e 0 f his D ,I i 1 s t. <J l crI e n ton 1 3 t h Dc c e Ir be r 1 ,I S t l ht' 

T ~l 0 i se GC h 111 so cJ e C' 1 il r c cJ t ha l l h (' r, 0 ern Ir c n t \'iL~ r l' cl L' l er M i n l' cl t il ~l t t h l' 

p r i n c i pIe 0 f r c j e c t 1 0 n 0 f for c e I., 0 u 1 d bee 1 e II r 1) t r l] n ~ III led i n t 0 

pr act ice , t hot 0 u r sec u r i L, r 0 r c e s loJ 0 U 1 d S c c h: top rev C n l tot ,Ill) <'1 n ) 

c r 0 s s - [3 0 r d c r <.1 c t i v i l Y 0 fan y ill e Cl il 1 0 r sub vcr s i v c n ,1 t U reo n d t h cl t 

cross-Border securIty oper<Jtion~; \-Jl11 be maintllincd to ensure the 

III 0 s t e f f e c t i v e II c t ion cl (J Gin s L "i 0 I e nee \-J i t h i n l he r u 1 C' 0 f 1 <J W • 
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lJ . Tile p r i rle' i p 1 (' !.l () t t h I' P (J lie ~ t Il (' C (' V l' r n'll ,. Cl 

for f' X ,Jffl P 1 (', t 11 (' T il U i ~ e ; I C 11 '!, P r (' cJ eel' ~; ~; u r h ~I cl c ,d J (' d [J n he l}riti~)Il 

r; 0 v ern men t tor e fit u v e \tJ IHI Ill' c,Jl J ell tilt' stl'P] \"I'd 1 uf till' 

u n con dill 0 n ;J 1 fJ u ,J r Lt n t c f' 0 r 0 f a 

one-sJdcd b (J ~ i cor i e n t ,J l 1 uno f H r i t I ;, h ')011('\ t • \., h i C' , 1 d 1 ,c 0 u r Il)l' S 

un i 0 rH S t ~ in t h (: '\i 0 r t 11 IJ u i 1 cl i n (J U n ~." 1 cl l ,d 1 Ul (' P (' G P I [' 0 f lI' 1 " 

c 0 u n t r '! S h (t rei n c 0 'n rn 0 n . 

(bu l It lS deslrdlJlc, tjl\cn 

underline in PUlJllC or 111 ~trl\ prOU'['cilr ;~, lil,lt :j(l~ be Irtjde puhllC, lI1IS 

N 8. 1 den t 1 t Y 0 f v 1 e \., 1".' h i C' h C' v u 1 cl r ,I J ~) e cl i f· f 1 c· d 1 1 (' S for C' 0 n tin U l' d D Ll fl 

P Cl r tic i p ~j t i un 1 n l h c Con r l~ r [' n c e u r p r Cl \' 1 cl C d n l' C' U S (' r 0 r t h (' J r 

c; 0 V l' r n m l' n t l~) n 0 l de, d 1 t 0 (' 0 (' r C' t' t h (' lJ n ion 1 <; l !.l . I t 1 S r ,J l her t 0 ~) t' 

sce n d~) ~t (' cd 1 for p 0 S 1 t i \' C -I C' l 1 0 r , t 0 I·, d r d !.l .! P II <) i t 1 \' l' (' f1 cl. l Cl h C 1 r h r 1 n ( 

the un 1 0 n 1 !.l t s ton re (! 1 1 S;l t Ion () f the I r 0 \., n LJ est in t er (' s t S ,I n d 0 r the 

I 1 (l j 0 r r 0 1 c t h iJ t i s the i r !.l for t') (' t;1 kin Cl i nth c Cl 0 vcr n'TI C n t () f t h (' 1 r Cl \" n 

Intl'rcst!.l, throul]h lvllatevcr in~)litullons I·:oulcl bp dqr('cd in tit(' !rpc drH1 

opf'n process of dlScussiLn, I'Jill) nothinq e cluLircJ fran conslcJcrdllon 

I I h 1 chi!.l con tern p 1 Cl t e din the t h i r d p (l r ,I q r (1 p h 0 f the 1 9 7) p u 1 i c ) 

stutement. 

8 • The e f fur t s 0 r t h [' T ;1 0 i ~; C ,1 ch ' ~; p r (' d c c c S S 0 r too b t (l i n ,I po sit 1 V C 

response to his calls for ,I Brilish cornlllltmcnt in line wilh the policy of 

the I r ish C 0 v ern III e n t \"1(' r c u n (l v ,Ji 1 i I)(J • The L ,! b 0 lJ reo v ern III c nth e ,I d c cJ b Y 

1I r. Call (l (J h ,! n \"J ,I sin n () pus i t. ion. in t e r Ill~; LJ f j t~; P ,I r ] i (I III en l (l r y p o~) i till 11 
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thc~ had "(lejrcC'd le cll rr{'r" . 1 Il(' "unr,ervd II vc ':ovI'rnlllf'flt. h(',ldf'c! tl~ 

IlrG . TI Hl l clJer C,lnc lo p(j';er cO(rJ'llllt!'d lo r'ldlnL;nn lIw union Dnd lh('~ e . t· cl Lt . . t· m(l ln (llnC l1G POSl Ion. 

!) • Thc y continue lo do su . I n t. h (' co U r s l' 0 r r (' m il r k s to < 1 J 0 i n t 

seSSIo n of the U.S. Sen,JLp ,Ind Ilous(' C011f1iLtees concernt'(j \·titlJ foreiqn 

off Cl i r s , cl u r j n CJ her vis i t tot I) (' I J • 1 il S L In 0 nth. : r s . T 11 d L c her f) Cl J d 

thiJt the tJ rit ish prer;cncc in \orthrrn Irrl<rnd ,JQuld rcrn,Jln Cl!; IIJrH] <I~) 

,I m\) j 0 r i t Y \'11 t h in\; 0 r t h C' r n I r r 1 il rHI so cl e !) 1 r l' d ,I n d n () t e cl t h d l t h il l 

clesire hod been confirl'lecl In rect'nt ~('ljn) , for in-.ll'ln~I' lhrouqh ~I 

Ilorder floll (uncle r the Uflt.i~3h 1973 Cons iLutllHl Acl In thp C'GUT'SP 

o f Cl r Cl d i 0 i 11 t e r vie \ .J .i n \ e 1'1 'y 0 r k G n 1 H L h D eel' n b C' r. s IH' -, (l ) cl tf d 

\ 0 r the r n Ire 1 ,I n d h (' 1 () n lJ l' cl l Cl till' U. I t, (' cl U S C' i t ~'. i ~; 11 (' cl v ~) 'J\ ~.·iLlll(l 

L h e U . ~: . t e r11 e d t his cJ po 1 1 c: () f ~3 elf - cl e l c r 1'1 i n cl l Ion pur r; u (' cl t) ~ 1IJ(' 

[J r i t j s fa. I' cell 11 c cl \./ h ,I t !) h l' CD I 1 (' d t IH' 0 V l' I' \.: h (' 1 ir i J1; r ('~, 1I 1 l l) f llll' 1,1 S t 

('very 1 0 ~p;lr!; . 

1 0 . The \.: 0 I' kin CJ P ,I per pro cl u c c rl b ) l h C' fl I' i t ish r. lJ \ r r n "1 (' n tin \ CH' C'm IJ e r . 

1 979 (l S a b ,I S i s for the cur r (' n t Con f [' I' [' n C ('of l h l' n id 11 po 1 i i C cd pin t 1 cs 

In Northern Irel and ineJic.lL£'cJ lfwl Lt )£' l'onferenc(, \'J()u l cJ [H' concerned 

c s s e n t i ,d 1 ~ \V! llJ <l t r ,I n s f (' r 0 f Jl 0 \'/ C r~; 1'1 i l h 1 nth e Un i t (' cl I< i n q cl 0 n . Il 

con t 11 in e d the f 01101'/ in (J p , I r <1lj r ,I ph : -

lilt is ,1t present the cle,n v,ish of ,1 subslnntldl m,lJorit; of the people In ~orthern Jrei ;lncJ to rem ,ll n Ill1rt of thc United K 1 n C) d 0 rn . The Con fer c nee \'/ ill the r e for e not bee 0 n C ern c d \v i t h the con s tit uti 0 n Cl 1 s t ,1 t U S 0 f l h c Pro V j n c e ,1 n d \'1 ill not b c asked to discuss Issues such tlS Irish unity , or confcdef<ltion, or independence . 'Jor , since there is no scrious prospect of ,I C) r e erne n ton the m, \'1 ill t h (' Con f c r e n c cbe i n v i t e d t () con s i d e r e i the r cl r e t urn tot h C Cl r r , 1 n IJ e III e n t !, 1'1 hie h p rev Cl 1 1 (' d b e for e 1 9 7 2 , or <l revival of the system l'Ihich obluined in tIle fIrst fIve m 0 nth s 0 f 1 9 7 4 . t\ e w p Cl t t ern !; in u S l h C sou Cl h t \v 111 (' h t (l kef u 11 
(l c c 0 u n tor the nee d s il n cJ ;1 n 1 e t i (' S 0 f bot h si des 0 f t t) e cOlllrnunit)-" . 

/ .. .. 
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l he CUll f (' rl'IH l' . 
, 
11 fIr ~, t. , I-t! 11(' '1[)[1CilruHJ Lu ) ll' Icl sO'neUllrlCJ 

re ill t ion t () cc IHIIJ 1'1 I C Cl ~j P eel G 0 f the I riG h [) ill en:, i () n, the n r 1 t. u; h 

1 n 

Co v ern rn e n t 'n 'I i n <I i n l' cl the I r p 0 ~; I t ion . III I·d n d j n CJ U P the d e tJ;:d e j n l h e 

Huuse of Co'nIIOn!, un the 29th '.uv(':nbt'r, the 111ni!;ter of St<tt(' ;It tile 

~ 0 r the r n Ire 1 cl n cl 0 f fie e, I I r. 11 j (' h ,I e I ,\ 1 i :; 0 n . 11 . fJ . '; (j id" ] f [r i !; h 

o i '11 ens ion n f' ('I n s c 1 e <I r f') U v (' ') I. 0 ';1 (I r cl f, the un 1 t: () f r r C 1 ,I n cJ i I. ;'1 ill not 

be 0 nth c I rJ C n cJ ; I • I l I c; r u 1 (' cl 0 LJ t tJ Y P il r Cl lJ rap 11 4 0 f the doe U III (' n t . 

The h 0 n 0 u ndJ 1 e '~e rn lJ er for II elf ,I s t ';,' (' s t c 11 i cl c cl us f' 0 r be i n q !,O b r II t cd 1 : 

f r Cl n k [il) 0 u t t h Cl I. . ' .. ! l' cd 1 k n 0 ' .. I 0 f t 11 (' i r r (> ( 011(' 1 1;:1 III (' vie 1'1 sin 

'\ (J r the I' n I r f' 1 (I n cJ 0 n t il d t Ir n t t er" . 1 cl L l' r I I C S [I 1 cl I. il cl I f Lite 1'(,OI,ll' 

of ortilprn Irelilnd .-J8ntcd IriLh unih thf' Covl'rnllenL of the l.r . ;:odlcl 

n 0 L s t Cl n (I i n I. h e \./ d) • T 11 1:' ' .. I, I " 'I 1 (' S :, I) 0 :; i t 1 V ere s l Cl I. C 1'1 e n t 0 f L h p 

Ilrltish cJecl'lr,ltion 1l)elU'Jed in lhl' 'junninqd;ilp Cornl"unjqlJe . 110 1-/ P \' [' r . 

solon Cl Cl s L h l' \ ' .. 10 lJ 1 d .. <1 S h L h f' lJ n ion toe G n 1.1 n IJ(' t h u. ~, . (,overn''!l('n 

lip :,d\, thl' LOld'crl'ne(' <1:, "not t' deLl) lll(' riql'L 

of people of \arlllt'rn Ireland" \·1110 \-Iould hc!\e to bp per:,u;:ldpd to llil.l' 

tllcir consenL Lu h (' U n i fie; I t ion 0 r r c u n 1 f i C' ~I l 1 () n Cl fir c 1 ~l n cl • Tile 

Confcrf'ncp \':dS nut th(' pLlcl' for ltwt . j·\r . ,\lison slated . lntpr he 

Sdld Lh<lt tl1l'I'f' \~:IS 110 pOlnt In trl(' Conf(,rl'nC'c discussinq the lunlj ll'rlr 

constitutlon::ll 'UlllI'C of \'orthcrn Ir('land . A lJ;:1 1 n i n his con c I u din _I 

rcrn;:lfks i·!r . f\li~;lHl ~;t.~llecJ Ltwt thl' Irish lhmL'nsiurl l'lUSt lll' ,I r:ll'lor In 

'-1 n ) con s i cl c r;d ion 0 f h 0 \~ \ 0 r t h l' r n Ire Ll n cJ s h 0 U 1 U b c (J 0 vcr n f' cl • I! (' 

a c k n 0 Id e d q cut h d l i nth: I t f () r ';'1 i l m i (J h t Iv ell (1 r i s c 1 n cJ i s c u s s ion 0 n I H' 1;< 

(1 r r ,t n (j erne n t s :1 t the Con fer (' nee . T h (' ~ [) L P r e f u ~, c cJ t 0 () t t (' n d <l L 0 n r (' r (' nee 

held tukinq the p,lpcr as the sole' bnsIs of reference . The Taoise(lch ot his 

first Press Confl'renc(' ~)taled that t.he paper held illrc,J(jy been shown to b(' in;:l(je_lulltc . 

1 2 . Sub s p q U l' 11 L 1 y . foil () 1'1 i n q a ~) e rip ~i 0 f tal k~; lJ e t \v C L' n 1·\ r . J 0 h n /1 u III C 

:Ind Ilr . ,Hkin'3 . ;lqrccllIf'l)t Iv"!, l'l';ICIH'd on ,I forPlul;] l'lhicll cnnblf'cJ lhe 

S [) l. P t () P : I r I. lL 1 P ,I t l' i nth e (' () n r l' r l' I) C' l' . T h i:J j n v () J v (' d Iv r i t l (' n 

~;LJhlllis!;iorl~, IIHj <ill llPl'orturlltv to InLroLiuC'(' llll";l' ;ll till' ('onfr.rl'nL'l' . 
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The SDLP submission calls for the dropping of the British 

negative guarantee to the Unionists. Mr. Hume's initial 

presentation of these and other arguments setting the 

Northern Ireland problem in an All-Ireland dimension almost 

led to the breakdown of the Conference on its first day. 

This was avoided, following further talks, by Mr. Atkins' 

issue of an invitation to the leaders of the four main 

political parties to meet him to discuss "certain matters 

which are outside the task of the Conference as defined in 

the Working Paper" - in effect an invitation to a parallel 

conference. Mr. Hume has accepted this invitation while 

the Rev. Ian Paisley has rejected it. The SDLP are 

satisfied that (1) the original conference will now go ahead, 

(it was resumed this week and adjourned until next week), 

(2) the results of the parallel conference will also be 

reported to the British Prime Minister and Government and 

will be an input to decisions on new institutions of 

government for Northern Ireland which they are expected to 

make regardless of the Conference. 

13. Mr. Hume is anxious that the Government and parties here 

refrain from criticism of the main Conference. It appears 

reasonable to respond to this request and to adopt a wait-

and-see attitude to both conferences. In these circumstances, 

it appears desirable that any official Party spokesman, in 

responding to motions at Conventions should not comment on the 

conferences or go beyond restatement of the principles and 

approaches set out in paragraphs 1-7 of this briefing note. 

31 January, 1980. 
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