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i th r.e::crenca t o tal ~X moss age. no . C30 frc,m tho 11 I asoador in 

London 1 n copy o f \.rhich I f)ont to you yeoterday , the Minit:;tor ~'1 ill 

wish to consider, before he confirms hin acceptance of tho 

inv!tatlon from the organisers of "A Sense of Irel nd" to attend 

t he 0pE:.n:tng night of "'I'he P 1 o.yboy" in London , the question \>lhich 

his preseTlc~ in London raises of cont' et with tha Briti .... h For iSH 

Sccrctcry ~nc~/or the SeeretDry o f State for Northern Ireland. Lt 

i s recomrn nded that the Hinister should at this stage only accept 

the "Playboy" invitat.ion in principle . 

t; il... o f courSG agree thnt , as the Ambassador h as sald , such co!'tact. 

at l eas t on a c ourt sy call basis \<IQuld be n ormal. 

At the present stage hO~lever t·,hen the Government ' s policy on 

Northern I reland and 1ll1glo-Irish re l ations generally i s undor 

r e rie \.." substantive discuss i on:..; ,.., i t h oither Lord Carrington or 

Hr. Atkins "lou I d not: ha 2ppropriate . Jo.t the beat, arrnn<jt:rn ~ilt 

of st1ch talks s hou l d be de l ayed un t i l p olicy h as been es t ab lished. 

The qu.~s-:ion of h aving the m on 4 l-larch or thereabouts is ono which 

the Hinioter would \'lish to dis cuss wit h his colleagues in 

Gove rnment. 

The Britis h Ambassador mentioned during a call on the Secretary 

YC/'3terday the question of a pos sible v i sit to Duolin by Hr. l1 t kins a 

He said that his O'VlIl thinking in • he matter \'las that a date towards 

the end of Feb.lua:r:y or at the b e ginning of March might ba 

appropriate. He also sugges ted that Ml.:. Kennat:.h Stowe (Permanent 

Secretary in the Northern Ireland Office) possibly accompanied by 

a-'1o';:har official might vinit the S~cretary 1n Dublin possibly abO'-1t 

21 February. 'These proposed contacts '''ill have to be considered 

in the same context as thOGG "lhich the r1inister might have in 

] .. ondon. Decisions about them \.rill have to be made in function of 

clarification of our poliC'"j on Northe rn Ireland. ('l'he Socretary 

replyi.ng to 1\lnuaasador Haydon mentioned the it1pe n'ling absonce:;: of 

the Hiniote r and himcolf in Africa, tho Fial"'.na FGiil Arcl-Fh(;)is and 
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th· Duaget on 27 Febru ry I ha c on vc l ' a t.10 idoa that in ... h lig t 

of thiG calcnd r and the elm'! rhy' hm of meetings Dc..h duI d for 

tne confer nce in Bolfast (4, 5, 15 d 27 F bru ry) it might be 

botter 0 put off a o ... cis.ion out a date for ither contact 

propored by th British wlti1 mid-F bruary.) 

The British l~uszador's 5uggestiQ out a visit '0 Dublin by 

AtkL ~ is of some interc"'t becausc of ]\{: .ins' 3 continued 

invol\rom ... nt in the confcronca \Tit .. Nor 1 rn Ireland party lcadats. 

Tha S_Cl: tary of State in thi;. connactio is roportcl to have 

given .:m assurance to Paisley that. he would not COIlS' It \."ith the 

Government during the duration of til confer nee. 

It would seem appropriate that in regard \:0 possible ffi_etings 

both in Dublin and London He should not confirm any arrungement 

until policy haz been clnrificd. 'I'his vli11 pros' <'bly ba the 

case by thl~ time th TaoL.,each add os'" s the Ard-Fhois on 

1.5 February. 

D.M. N3 igan 

31 January 1980 
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