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1.~ May, 19 80 

The Rt. Hon. Humphrey Atkins M.P. 
Secretary of s ate for orthern Ireland 
Stormont Castl 
B lfast. 

Dear 1- f.... P' 

Thank you for your letter of 21 April in response to which 
I would lika to say how much I too appreciated meeting you 
her • Our talks did indead help to cl rify our respactiv 
po itions and I look forward to their continuance. 

I appr ciat your raising informally the vi w which I 
expr sed at our meeting that my Gov rnment should be involved 
in discussion of a d volved administration in Northern 
Irel nd. In this r gard I must say that, as you know, our 
involvement is not particularly or solely related to the 
process of negotiation which you are at present engaged in 
with the r presentatives of c rtain parties in Northern Ireland, 
or even to th more general question of relations b tween both 
parts of th community there. It flow. .fro history and the 
realities today and relates also to the n ed for structur d 
diocussion between our Governments about r lations between 
both parts of Ireland and between lr land and Britain. These 
are the dimensions in which we see th talks with your 
Government and in which we would hope to find a formula for 
perman nt peace and stability, for the benefit of all the 
people of these islands. 

~s regards the process in which you are engaged, you are awar 
that it is not our policy to comment publicly upon developments. 

You refer to the risk of extinction of the partial cooperation 
of the Unionist side from which your efforts have benefitted 
up to now. In any case, however, there is a much more obvious 
danger of withdrawal by the parties which d sire implementation 
of what we understood to be the bipartisan British objective of 
executive partnership. You are aware of our conviction, in 
these circumstances, of the absence of any prospect for lasting 
success of the negotiation you are engaged in and of our view 
that, even if it were to lead to an agreed result, this will 
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Tb Rt. Hon. Humphrey Atkins M.P. 
Seer tary of S ate for orthern Ireland 
Stormont Cast1 
B Ifast. 

Dear 1-' 
Thank you for your letter of 21 April in response to which 
I would like to say how much I too appr ciated meeting you 
her. Our talks did indeed hel to clarify our respectiv 
po itions and I look forward to their continuance. 

I appr ciate your raiSing informally the view which I 
expr ssed at our meeting that my Government hould be involved 
in discussion of d volved administration in Northern 
Ir land. In this r gard I must say that, as you know, our 
involvement is not particularly or solely reI ted to th 
process of n gotiation which you are at present engaged in 
with the repr sentatives of c rtain p rties in Northern Ir land, 
or oven to th mor general question of relations b tween both 
parts of th community th re. It flow. from hi tory and the 
r a11tie today and relat s also to the n ed for structur d 
diacu sion between our Gov rnments about r lations between 
both parts of Ireland and betw en Ir land and Britain. Th se 
ar the dimensions in which we see the talks with your 
Governmont and in which w would hope to find a formula for 
permanent peaee and stability, for the benefit of all the 
people of these islands. 

As regards the process in Which you are engaged, you are aware 
that it is not our policy to comment publicly upon developments. 

You refer to the risk of extinction of the partial cooperation 
of the Unionist side from Which your efforts have benefitted 
up to now. In any case, however, there is a much mor obVious 
danger of withdrawal by the parties which d aire implementation 
of what we understood to be tb bipartisan British objective of 
ex cutive partnership. You are aware of our conviction, in 
these circumstances, of the absence of any prospect for lasting 
suocess of the negotiation you are engaged in and of our view 
that, even 1f it were to lead to an agreed result, this will 
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not provi&a a conclusive settlement. It ia for thia 
reaaon that va propoae that the iaaua be lifted to a higher 
plane between us and that we abould diacuaa in a fundamental 
vay, all i:bne cU..nsiona of the problem. 

I look forward to •-in_g you in tbe near future. 

You• aiDoerely 
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not provide a conclusive settlement. It i. for this 
raa.on that VfI propo •• that the i.sua be lifted to a higher 
plane between us end that we should discuss in a fundamental 
way, all thne di..ns1on. ot the problem. 

I look forward to s_10 9 you 1n the near future. 

Your. .J.noerely 
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