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Private Secretary, 
Office of the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, 

DUBLIN, 2. 

. ·-· .. 
) ,· March, 1980. ..... ' 
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0IFIG AN AIRE 0IDEACIIAIS 

BAILE ATHA CLIATH, 1. 

. // c. c. Mr Mannl.x 
Mr Collins 
For draft reply 
please as a matte~ 

o;( urgency. 

p .- / 
c_.._.__~\.,..___,- ~ ·- \~ ../) 

Dear Private Secretary, trivate ~ecretary 
::! t March 1980 

The Hinister for Education, Mr. John P. ~vilson, T.D., 
will be attending the Sligo-Leitrim South Donegal 
Convention on Sunday next March 30th. 

Could you please have notes prepared for the Minister 
on the attached motions. 

I regret this short notice. 

Best wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 
. ., 
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Private Secretary, 
Office of the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, 

DUBLIN, 2. 
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Dear Private Secretary, ,rlvate ~ecretary 
::! b March 1980 

The Hinister for Education, Mr. John P. Nilson, T.D., 
will be attending the Sligo-Leitrim South Donegal 
Convention on Sunday next March 30th. 

Could you please have notes prepared for the ~~nister 
on the attached motions. 

I regret this short notice. 

Best wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 
. ., 

/ ' , :' :.-
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',.) Private Secretary 
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+. It 11 eatill&ted that aoae '~ ot all oroaa~er roada, •1nl.7 llinor roada 

••rri.nc looal needa are nov oloaed. The l.ut •jor prograaae ot oroaa-border 

road oloaurea, carried out b7 the Bri tiah author! tiea in the period Septeaber

lovaber 197' prowked rlgorou looal reaction, leadinl to oontrontatiou vith 

the Britiah A:nq in aoae oa•••· Our attitude to the olonre ot oroaa-border 

oro••ina• b,y the Britiah authoritiea baa been one ot oppoaition, aa the baaia 

2. 

tha~ot ~~~~· _o~WlPT.~"· VPP.~~ l:erc•l7 111 ele.u.t 
u, tbe .~if~th. ~~11.,. Miniatera tor Foreign A.ttaira 

haYe raiaed v1 th the Bri tiah author! tiea the hardab*p aDd inoonYenience accruina 

to the looal popalatiaa troa border road olonrea. The deoiaion to oloae 

oro•• border road• vu taken b7 the Bri tiah and lortbern aecuri tT toroea on 

the baaia ot aecur1tf7 conaiderationa aa tbq aav tb• · ad thq oan onl.7 be 

opened vith the all'Maent ot the Britiah authoritiea. The aituation 11 

rerlewd recuJ,arq b,y the Departaent ot loreip A.ttaira and the Bri tiah author! tie 

are tal~ aware ot our deaire to ••• croaa-border road• reopened u aoon aa 

aecuri tT couidera tiona allow. 

The aore iaportant ot the croaa-border aoada atteoting people in Le1tr1•• 

l'II'II&D&Ih vhioh r..ain oloaed are thoae in ( 1) the 111 t.Tclother ar• ot 
Co. Leitria and (11) the Pettigo area ot Co. Donepl. 

(1) In all, fiye oro11 border roada are cloaed in the 11lt7clo1her area 

vhioh haa reaul ted 1D nl tf7clo1her beinl cut ott troa 1 ta D& tural 

hinterland. .looeaa to Borthern Ireland b7 the people ot lilt.Tologher 

haa DOV to be ade rla Bl .aoklion, Co. CavaD -e !'&at or in Co. Donepl 

"' (near Bell~ek) to the Vtrlt both ot vbioh are ao.e diatance troa 

11lt7olo1her. Repreaentatiou to the Britilh authoritiea at all lnela 

includinc Miniaterial to haYe a border~road in the IDtl7olo1her area 

reopened h- t~e not Mt vi th u;r auoce11. The Bri tiah author! tiea baYe 
• giYen no reaaon to hope that there 11 a. :li.kellhood ot reopeniqa in tba ar 

in the near fUture. 

3. It appear• that the road aoat in d-.M lo~ to be reopened in the Pettigo 

area 11 the Petttao Bell.eek oonoeaaion road. The road a in the Petti area 

haYe been ra.iaed vith the Britiah authoritiea u aaaplea ot where earl7 

reopening• vould be particular~ velcoae bit the Britiah poaition at the 

preaent tiae ia that theae roada v1ll r..a1n oloaed. 
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+. It 1. e.t1uted that .0Il. ,~ ot all oro •• ~er road., -inlT a1nor road • 

2. 

•• rv1ng local n.ed. are now 010.ed. '!'h. la.t _jor propoaae ot oro •• -border 

road oloeure., oarrle4 out b7 the Brl ti.h authorl tl.. in the perlod Septeaber

lovaber 197' proYOked Ti,orou local reaotlon, lead1nl to oontrontatloD8 vith 

the Brl ti.h AnrT In .000e ca.... ()Qr a tti tude to the olonr. ot oro •• -border 

oro •• inp bT the Brltl.h authorltl •• bu been on. ot oppo.ltion, OIl the ba.l. 

tha~Ot ~~~~ ..,.o~j4J17Pl~"' W'P.~M lerle~ 111elMallt 
tD the .~tf~;th. ~~.e Mini.ter. tor 'ore1111 Aftair. 

ha.. rai.ed vi th the Brl tl.h authori tie. the hard.hip &Dd inoon.en1eno. aooru1Dc 

to the looal popalatlaa troa border road oloaur... The d.ol.lon to 010 •• 

oro.. border road. vu tak.n b7 the Brl ti.h aDd lorth.1'Il •• ourl t7 toroe. on 

the ba.l. ot .ecur1V oon.lderatlou a. th~ RV th_ Dd the)" can onl1' be 

opened vi th the aer .... nt ot the Bri tl.h authorl ti... Th..l tu tlon 1. 

rerlewd regul.ar17 by the Departaent ot ror.ign Utair. and the Brl ti.h authorl ti 

are tal17 aware ot our d •• ir. to ••• oro •• -border road. r.opened &I .oon a • 

•• curl t7 oould.ra tlO1l11 allow. 

'!'h. aor. iaportant ot the oro •• -border .oad. att.ot1ng peopl. in Lel trla. 

lerll&D&lh vhioh r-.a1.n 010.ed are thOle in (1) the 111 t70101h.r ar_ ot 
Co. Leltrla and (11) the P.ttigo area ot Co. Don.pl. 

(1) In all, f1.. oro.. border road. are 010.ed in the 111 volo,her area 

vhich ha. r.1Ul tee! in 111 Volo,h.r be1nc out ott trOll 1 ta D& tural. 

hinterl.aD4. 100 ••• to Borth.rn Ireland b7 the people ot 111t,'ologher 

ha. DOV to be Md. rla BI&okl101l, Co. CaftD~ ••• t or in Co. Don .... l 
\1\ 

(near B.ll~et) to the V_It both ot whioh are .oae dl.tano. tro. 

Illt,'olo,h.r. Repr ••• ntatioDl to the Brltllh authoriti •• at all In.l. 

inolud1ne M1D1.ter1al to ha •• a borderjroad in the 1llt7010,h.r area 

reopened ... "e not aet vi th u;y noo.... Th. Br! tl.h authori ti.. ha.e 
• gl •• 1l DO r ... on to hope that there 1. a .l1k.llhood ot reopeldJll. in tha ar 

in the near tuture. 

3. It appear. that the road lIO.t In d.ud lo~ to be reopened in the P.ttl,o 

area 1. the Petttao Bell.et 00110 ••• 1011 road. Th. road. iD the P.ttl area 

ha •• be.n raim vith the Briti.h authoJ'ltl •• &I uaapl •• ot where ear17 

reopening. voul.d be partloularq nlooae blt the Britl.h po.ltlon at the 

pr •• ent tla. 1. that th... road. vUl reM1n olo.ed. 
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Note for Minister 

1. It is estimated that some 50% of all cross-border roads, mainly minor roads 

serving local needs are now closed. The last major programme of cross-border 

road closures, carried out by the British authorities in the period September

November 1975 provoked vigorous local reaction, leading to confrontations with 

the British Army in some cases. Our attitude to the closure of cross-border 

crossings by the British authorities has been one of ooposition, on the basis 
.. , t _ .(-c., 

that such closures were counter-productive, 1ineffective and largely irrelevant 

t~ the security problema in the North. Successive Ministers for Foreign Affairs 

have raised withthe British authorities the hardship and inconvenience accruing 

to the local population from border road closures. The decision to close 

cross border roads was taken by the British and Northern security forces on 

the basis of security considerations as they saw them. and they can only be 

opened with the agreement of the British authorities. The situation is 

reviewed regularly by the Department of Foreign Affairs and the British au~~~~ 

are fully aware of our desire to see cross-border roads reopened as soon as 

security considerations allow. 

2. The more important of the cross-border roads affecting people in Leitrim,Donegal & 
Fermanagh which remain closed are those in (i) the Kiltyclogher area of 

Co. Leitrim and (ii) the Pettigo area of Co. Donegal. 

(i) In all, five cross border roads are closed in the Kiltyclogher area 

which has resulted in Kiltyclogher being cut off from its natural 

hinterland. Access to Northern Ireland by the people of Kiltyclogher 

has now to be made via Blacklion, Co. Cavan to the East or in Co. Donegal 

"(near Belleek) to the West both of which are quiet some distance from -Kiltyclogher. Representations to the British authorities at all levels 

including Ministerial to have a border road in the Kiltyclogher area 

reopened have not met with any success. The British authorities have 

given no reason to hope that there is a likelihood of reopeninge in 

in the near future. 

(O}It appears that the road most in demand locally to be reopened in the Pettigo 

area is the Pettigo Belleek concession road. The roads in the Pettigo area 

have been raised with the British authorities as examples or where early 

reopenings would be particularly welcome but the British position at the 

present time is that these roads will remain closed. 
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fOREIGN AFfAIRS: 

(1)..-: This Cumann calls on the Government not to yield to external 
pressure in re 1 at ion to the 1900 01 ympic Gomes·. Instead it she 
do all in its· power to encourage Irish athletes to participate 
i n the g am e s i n 1·1 o s cow i r rrc s p e c t i v e o f t he numb e r o f o t he~ 
countri~s c~mpeting there. 

·· --·----- Creevela Cumann. 

I 

(2) This Convention calls on the relevant authorities to take into 

consideration the great disadvantages because of the closure of 

cross-border roads to people in the Leitrim and Fermanagh areas. 
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fOREIGN AFFAIRS: 

(1 ).. .. : This Cumann calls on the Government not to yield to external 
pr e s sur e i n r e 1 a t ion tot h e 1 90 0 01 Y m P i c G () m e S' • Ins t e <l d its h 0 

do all in its ' power to encourage Irish athletes to participate 
in the games in '-\0 scow i rIfe spec t i v e 0 f the numbe r 0 f 0 thoi' 
countries co~peting there. 
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(2) This Convention calls on the relevant authorities to take into 

consideration the great disadvantages because of the closure of 

cross-border roads to people in the Leitrim and Fermanagh areas. 
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