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Telef6n } 
Telephone (01) 780822 AN ROINN GN6THAf EACHTRACHA 

Seo' n fhreagra chun:
(Ar>, s any reply to:-) 

AN RUNAi 
(The Secretary) 

faoin uimhir seo:-
(quoting:-) 

/~Meitheamh, 1979 

Dear Bertie, 

Department of Foreign Affairs 

BAILE ATHA CLIATH, 2. 
Dublin 2. 

With reference to our recent correspondence regarding the 
possibility of a Papal visit to Ireland, I am now enclosing 
for your further information a copy of a minute by the 
Secretary of our Embassy to the Holy See on a conversation 
with the Rector of the Irish College in Rome, Monsignor Marron. 

It is difficult to assess exactly what weight we should give 
to Monsignor Marron's vi~; I would not accept, for example, 
his opinion that "it was now up to the Government to take 
the initiative". His idea that the Pope will visit the 
U.N. on 4 September is obviously inaccurate. (See my letter 
of 13 June - apart from anything else the U.N. General Assembly 
will not begin until 18 September). 

We are asking Ambassador Molloy at the Vatican to keep in touch 
with the Vatican Secretariat and with Fr. Magee on the question 
of a possible visit. It may also be useful for the Government 
to maintain contact with Archbishop C Fiaich on the question, 
especially now that he has had the opportunity to meet the 
Pope in the course of his visit to Poland. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mr. H.J. Dowd 
Roinn an Taoisigh 
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The foll01rin:: points ·.;ere n:.rlc cJ.uri.n=.· ;,"'S t.err1"',~' ' s c':lnvcrs . .,_tion l'J ·:onsi ~or 
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:r.:.cr·:.rclv .:.n no~:c . 

(1)- Tlte Pnp0 11.,~, l '~.r 11011 '-.,r.'." it "'~.1 , r:o1LtG~"l~. - ::lc . .,.r -Lh . .,.llv: .. ,..,,1tu to visit 

Ircl::md .:t.ml to i nc1,vlc ~\!'J'l:' ·::t i11 'ti. :> ; ti. ner.,.r~r . He is ., ·"'I!" of ~-}'c poli tis:-
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i1' 'l.11c :lilif"''.l :'10 rlon~. ~r"'.nl; 1"10 t1tf"'rf"'' 1 • 'l'hl' r·onr:-i<110r hi_r>r:clf fir 1 1.:,· rcjcctr 
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John Paul II plnnnin;; "· v:i.::::it to f;LP Unitccl. JTar.ion:::: . 
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